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Plenty of hard work uncovers hardwood floor

{AP) We would like to refinlsh the
+bardwood floor 1bat's under. the lino-
um lo our kitchen, Is there an ezny
“ way to remove the lineleam?

_" Unfortunately, there Is no easy
“way. If the hardwood floor conslsts
of oak strips and was originally

." smoath, then the linoleum was prot»

by glued directly to the floor, Be-

" _gin by cutting the lincleum Into 12-
Inch strips with a utllity knife. Be
careful to set the blade depth so you

‘“don't cut into the wood. Use a long-
‘- edged trowet to pry up the linoleum
“strips. A heat gun will help to soften
the adhesive as you go. Eventually,
you'll remove all the lnoleum and
some of the adheslve, Portions of the

+ linoteum’s felt backing, however,

© wlll stick to the adhesive that re-

. malns.

If your hardwood floor had open
Jolnts or crevices, It was probably
“.leveled wlith 2 quick-setting, plaster-
: like compound before the llnoleum
+ was applled. In this case, prior to

MI

Hifting the strips, pound on the linole-
um with a flat object to crumble the
leveling compound and {acilitate
lifulng.

After removing the linoleum,
you'll have to sand the floor. Be
aware that up until about five years

ago, the felt backing of linoleum con- -

tained asbestos. Have a sample ana-
lyzed. If asbestos s present, the fi-
bers wlll become airborne when the
Moor Is sanded. In thls case, you'd be
better off covering your floor with
new linoleum. .

We Iostalled redwood slding 26
yezra ago, and palnted it with the
best exterior oll paint. Every spring
vince, the palot blisters and red
stalny appear. We've sanded the sid-
Iog and applied latex palat over the
best undercoat avallable. But we
still bave the same blistering, peel-
ing and red stain problem. Any ide-
as?

1 belleve interlor room méisture
(vapor) s passing through your walls
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and popping the palnt. You need to
treat the Interlor walls so warm,
molst air won't pass through to the
outside.

Apply an interior paint designed to
minimize Lhe flow of molsture, or
place a polyethylene vapor barrier
between the studs and the drywall.
Once you've corrected the molsture
problem, scrape off the blistered
palnt and sand the wood bare. Prime
the blistered area with an oll-base
primer, then repalnt the entlre arca.
Note: Primers containing zinc are
u-mltlve to water ang should not be
used on red:

Latex or nther waler-base primers

should not be used on woods contaln-
Ing water-soluble extractives (natu-
ral molsture which can be drawn
out), such as redwood or cedar. The
water In the primer base wiil cause
blecding stains. Latex top coats may
be applled over an oil primer.

The concrete walls in our old
bome were originally poured in
small batches. Now the walls are
spalllng (chipping and breaking up)
at these joints, and a white powdery
substance forms doring the decom-
position process. A previons owner
mortared over these arcas, but that's
fiakiog off, too. 1'd like to chip out

the bad :pou, remortar and apply a
sealer. Sbould I seal or remortar
first, and what kind of sealer is
best?

Your condition is a molsture prob-
lem occurring - at the nonbonded
Joints {cold joints) between the
pours. Molsture has let water-sojuble
salts, a concrete, byproduct, leach
out, This Is known'as efflorescence.

Using a bricklayer’s hammer and
a cold chisel, chip the spalled joints
clean and chisel the cdges in a dove-

tail shape (undercut on the inside) at |

least 3% Inch wide by with a com-
pound such as Waterplug, then apply
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two coats of Thoro-seal waterproof
coating to prevent any further mois-
ture probiems.

A support column in my busemeat
is right ln the way of my pew poot
table. Is there any way (o remnove
that column without cuusing » sug in
the floor above?

As your drawing shaws u girder
Joint over the column in guestion, 1
believe that removing column
would cause lotal collapre. Your
problem can be corrceted. but to
make absolutely certain you shouls
seek the serviees of & professunil
engineer.
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