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Q political earthquake

Budget impasse not seen as election swinger

By Tedd Schneider
stalf wrlter

Although Lhey expect to gain some
support from voters.fed up with the
month-long stalemate over the fed-
cral budget, challengers for local
congressional seats know they still
face an uphi) battle.

And a Bloomfleld Townshlp politl-
cal analyst sald Con-

and $500 blllion in five years. In that
same time, the deflelt ks expected to
rise from $3 trillion to $5 trilllon.

THE NEW BUDGET raises tax
rates for the wealthlest people from
28 percent to 31 percent. More taxes
will be added to gasoline, beer, wine,
llquor, cigarettes, airplane tickets,
and luxury cars and boats. Medleare
ded and Medl-

gressmen In those races are so well
entrenched that it would take a “po-
litical earthquake" to unseat any of
them.

"“It's golng to be very hard, in the
metro (Detroil) area, for challengers
to capitallze on dlscontent with
Washington,” sald Jack Casey.

The budget Congress approved
Saturday cuts $40 billlon this year

are

care taxes added to higher incomes.

Votlag agalnst the budget were
Reps. William Broomfleld, R-Bir-
mingham, Dennls Hertel, D-Harper
‘Woods, and Carl Pursell, R-Plym-
outh, Voting to send the budget to the
Presldent were Reps. Sander Levin,
D-Southfield, and William Ford, D-
Taylor.

Casey sees voters in those districts

— 2nd, 14th 15th, 17th and 18th —
apting for the status quo on Tuesday,
Nov. 6, unless there's “a polltical
carthquake in the elght range (on the

Rlchter scale).”
He cited factors Including well-es.
tablished incumbents with clean re-
con-

NOT THAT people arc satlsfled
with current lcadership, Casey sald.
“It's the institution they arc ratling
against, Congress as a whole, not
‘our guys,’ " Casey sald.

A chailenger would have to be a
dynamic candldate from outside the
political world to capltalize on ‘the
current sltuation, said the political
analyst, former ewner of Southfield-
based Casey Communications. A
“Gearge Romney-type" who swept
into the governor's office in 1964 on
2 wave of dlsenchantment with gov-
ernment by voters.

Republican Blaine Lankford, a
Royal Oak businessman runalng
agalnst Levin, sald he has been call-

gresslonal districts are drawn and
the lack of high-profile challengers.

ing attention to the budget deficit
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Harris tries to win job on his own

By Tom Baer
staff wrltor

Frederick L. Harris tikes the job
the governor gave him. He wants to
keep it — if that's OK with the vot-
era.

"I look forward to comling to work
cvery day and makling a contribution
to the communlty,” sald Harrls, ap-
pointed to replace the retired M-
chael Hand a3 judge of the 47th Dis-
trlet Court in Farmington in April
1989. “It's very rewarding.”

Now, 18 months and a couple of
heated controversies later, the 60
year-old Harris ls preparing Lo face
the voters Ln the Nov. 6 general elec-

on.

If he outpolls challenger Rick
Knauer, he'll have the $93,800-a-
year judgeship for the next six years.

Harris — an electrician, a naval

aviator during the Korean War and a
holder of a college degree In televi-
sion production — has been a prac-
ticing attorney since 1963.

In a recent Interview, the judge
3sald he [s concerned with an Increase
In substance-abuse cases coming be-
fore the court, which covers Farm-
Ington and Farmington Hills,

A JUDGE CAN do something
about it, said Harrls, a 20-year
Farmington Hills resident.

“With respect to alcohol abuse
« . .1 get many requests from people
who don't think they should be on
probatlon for any great length of
time,” he said. “I feel to the con-
trary. I think we have to kecp these
people under supervislon. We have to
monitor them,

“I think you have to impress upon
them that thls is a very serlous
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crime, If you don't think it's import-
ant when it hits your pocketbook in
Increased insurance rates, then look
at it from the standpeint of sitting In
jail for an extended perlod of time.™

And drug cascs? .

“What I o, if they don't go to Jall,
Is make them submit to a monthly
urine sample for marijuana cases.
They know that I'm looking at them
for an extended perlod of time. If
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Toxics hearing
passes with
little comment

By Joanne Maliszewski
staff writer

" Take a balloon and put a pln in it.

We came and we missed the whole
thing.

These were just a couple com-
ments made ln Farmington Hills
City Hall Thursday night by several
residents who attended a pudlic
hearing on proposed changes on the
use of toxic-hazardous materials In
the industrial-research-office and
Jlight industrlal dlstricts,

Armed with prepared statements,
the residents — without knowing it
— missed thelr oppartunity o tell
plannlng commissioners what they
thought about the proposed changes.

"1 thought here would be an op-
portunity for a discussion,” sald In-
dependence Hills resident David
Kandi, who asked commissloners a
questlon about the changes. But he
thought they were sceking questions

" at that polnt, not comments. He also

sald [t was difficult to hear commis-
sloners over the council chamber's
new mlerephones,

“This has been discussed over
many previous meetings and with in-
put from a great many people,”
commlssloner Paul Blirman sald,
when there was no in-depth discus-
sion among commlsstoners about the
proposed changes.

+Commissloners® voted 9-0 to rec-
ommend approval of the pro;
changes to the elty councll, which
also will have a public hearing.

THE PROPOSED changes are a
result of a report by a committee
that studled toxlc-hazardous materi-
als In Farmington Hills.

Pharmaceuticals and laboratories
engaging In genetle rescarch would
be excluded as principal uses in the
IRO.and LI districts under the pro-
posed changes. The two uses are now
allowed In those districts.

Also to be excluded in those dis-
tricts are Industrial landfills and in.
clnerators,

In the LI district, however, pbar-
maceuticals would be allowed by
speclal approval from the planning
commission. Solvents, degreasing
and metal clcansing materials, pes-
ticldes, chemlcals and surface coat-
Ings also would need special approv-
al. A 300-foot setback from reslden-
tia) dlatricts also would be requlred.

"The plannlng commlsslon would
have to mike a finding in each case
that the use would not be injurious to
the surrounding area,” sald Farm-
Ington Hills * planning consultant
Claude Coates. “These particular
Items . . . are not spelled out n ords-
nances at the present time. There's
no distinetion to these materials in
the present ordlnance.”

Cammissloners also propose In-
cludlng  performance standards,
which would specifically state that
with toxle or hazardous materfals,
any use permitted would be subject
to state, federal and munlcipat re-
quirements.
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First roses, then death

A 24-ycar-old Farmington Hills man took his former
girlfriend roses before he shot and killed her In her Ster-

ling Heights apartment Thursday moming and then

turned the gun on himself.

“There were no signs of forced entry so It appears he
approached her when she was leaving for work,” sald
Lt. Doug Cedras of the Sterling Heights Police Depart.

ment.

Robert Abbott shot his former glrlfriend, Deborah
Brewer, 23, several times with a .45-caliber automatic
handgun. “It looks like she did nat expect It,” Cedras
sald.

Don Cowan, Farmington Publlc Schools director of
bullding and student services and former North Farm.
ington High School princlpal, sald records do not show
Abbott as a student at North or Harrison high schools,

AFTER SHOOTING Brewer, Abbott went into the
bathroom of the apartment near Van Dyke and Utica
roads, and shot himself. “He had a relationshlp with the
victlm far several years that terminated on or around

‘It looks like she did not expect it.’

— Lt Doug Cedras

last Christmas,” Cedras sald,

A Dearborn Heights resldent when involved with Ab-

gone counseling.

bott, Brewer Jater met another man and maved to Ster-
ling Helghts to be near him. At one polnt, Brewer had
filed a harassment complaint against Abbott with the
Dearborn Heights pollce, Codras sald. Abbott also ap-
parently attempted sulcide previously and had under-

Cedras said it appears Abbott was unaware of where
Brewer lived until that morning when he arrived at her
apartment alter 7 a.m, with roscs, which appeared to
have been bought a couple days before the killing. “The
killing took place sometime between then and 10 am.
when we were notified,” Cedras satd,



