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By Tim Richard
statf writer

- -The male candldates didn't show
up, 50 lhe female candidates had a
love-in.

State Supreme Court Justice Pa-
tricla Boyle, a Demoeratic nomlnee,
sald “On criminal matters, she
would be simllar to me.”

Judy Hughes, a Republlcan noml-
nee for the high court, 2aid “I'm not
running against my esteemed sister.
There are not many cases in crimi-
nal law where I disagree with Jus-
Uce Boyle.”

They went on to prove it in a dis-
cussion of “basketball score” prison
sentences.:

Not showing up Wednesday for the
forum on the Unlversity of Michi-
gan-Dearborn campus were Justice
Michael Cavanagh, a D

Female rivals for hi

tles but run on a non-partisan ballat,

‘THE SENTENCING question was
raised by one of fust a handful of stu-
dents attending the sesslon, The
state's highest court threw out a trial
courl’s sentence of hundreds of years
of a man convicted of stabblng, kili-
Eng and robbing.

1 wrote the dissent,”" replled
Boyle. “The trlal court had author-
Ized something that couldn’t be done
(sentences running beyond life ex-

independent, has been a swing vote,

On criminal matters, however,
Boyle votes with the most conserva-
tive members of the court.

EACH BOASTED 'a tough-on-
crime carcer in other ways,

Boyle sald, "I worked on the Crim-
inal Sexual Conduct Act {of the
1970s). It assures a woman's sexual
history can't be brought out in a rape
case, It's one of the most slgnlficant
of my life."

P y). But the ) ¢ had
authorized any term of years. I lost
3

ould have jolned in the dis-
sent,” safd Hughes, adding “Some
members of the court have been
eroding the authority of trial judges
for 20 years.”

The candidates didn't discuss
workers or

nominee, and W, Clark Durant, a Re-
publlcan nomince. Under a quirk in
Michigan law, Supreme Court candl-

ment compensation cases, where
Boyle and two Democrats have lined
up solidly agalnst three Republicans.

Hughes sald that In Barry County
she successfully prosecuted “a dirty
drive-in movie west of town. The
drive-in flew In Jawyers from Cali-
fornia and Georgia.” When the place
burned down, Hughes sald she helped
prevent (ts belng rebullt because It
was a non-conforming use under the
20ning erdinance.

Boyle: “I'm the only justice with
significant trial court experience.”

Hughes: “You don't necessarlly

dates are nominated by political par-  Justice Charles Levin, clected as an  have to be a trial judge (ta be an ap-
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P. MARK ACCETTURA is a partnor in the faw firm, Daguanno, Nemes & Accettura and protessor at
tho University of Detroit School of Law., .
JOHN L. KRIEMAN s Vice Prosidont & Trust Officer of Comerica Bank. Mr. Krleman has aver 21
yaars of banking experignce in frust and estate adiminisitation. .

JORN G. FIKE is Director of Plannod Giving for the Satvation Army, Eastern Michigan Division. Mr.
Flko has sorved a varlety of not-for-profit groups in the midwest.

THOMAS F. ROST is Prosident of R. G. & G. A. Raris Funeral Homes. Inc. He is president of
Preforred Funeral Directors International and also president of the Detroil Exocutivo Association.
GERALD HOFFMAN Is President of Hoffman Accounting & Tax Servico. Ho has over 20 yoars of
oxporlence in taxation tand ostate planning. ‘

KAY E, BRUNS is a Lite Underwriter Training Council Fellow (LUTCF) for Century Companies of
Amorica and a member of the Natlonal Associalion of Lite and Heallh Underwriters,

WILLIAM MONTGOMERY is an .altorney and candidate for District Judge in Garden City. He is
Presidont Elect of the Gardon City Kiwanis and former chairman of ihe Garden City Planning
Commission.
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pellate court judge). You need trial
experience — and common sense.”

BOTH BORE chlldren whlile at-
tending law school and had to light
for their early jobs,

“l was first in my law school
class, the only woman," Boyle said.
“Out of 350, I was the last person to
get a Job. T've never forgotten

"1 fought off five local attorneys"
to win the Barry County prosecutor's
election, said Hughes, admltting she
was samething of a carpetbagger for
being new [n town. The Indiana-born
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lawyer 2150 sald she spent her junlor
year of high school in Japan,
“immersed in Japanese culture.’”

COURTS ARE heavily burdencd,
they agreed. . '

Boyle sald, “The system Is ex-
tremely overburdened — too many
cases, too much time, they cost too
much.”

Boyle called for “equitable fund-
Ing" of the trial courts — clreuit,
probate and district. Qutslde of De-
troit and Wayne County, local courts
are financed by local unlts, with
wide disparitles in cascloads, pay
and facilities.

The state 10 years ago began to
move loward paying the entire bill
but gave up in the recession. Many
outstate communitles have sued
secking complete state financing.

Hughes, a member of the Michl-
gan 21st Century Courts Cotmmis-
slon, said

its consensus s that
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“things are golng well, ﬁ ust
gotta tinker here and w:}
Both strongly endorse '.morLLnl

allernative dispute

jon
quicker, less-formal methiods; of het-

ting minor cases.
THEY MADE pitches 1o volers of
both parties. -~

y 5
Boyle sald she got her"'ﬂnl di-
cial appointment, to the Detroit Re.
corder’s bench, from Republlcan
Gov. Willlam Milllken. Her other
two appointments came from Demo-
crats, President Jimmy Carter and
Gov. James Blanchard,

Hughes said her appointment to
the courts commission came from
Senate Republican leader John En.
gler and her appolntment to 'the
Michigan Criminal Justice Commis-
sion from Gov, Blanchard.

At the end of their appearance,
they hugged.
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