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Decision near on school tax hlke b|d

(] Sea rolated stories on Page
4A .

Casey Hane
sialf writer

approved in l.he summer,
But the final declsion rests with the school
board,

Flanagan wlll meet with the board twice in
November to examine the impact of the cuts to
state categorical aid, which Include money for

Farmington school trustces are expected to
decide this month whether to ask for a speclal
millage electlon to make up a budget deflelt, to
make cutbacks without an election, or do a
combination of both.

B {1} ona'a! Lhm thlngl 'ben
people will- bave to sit back and
have 8 lm}a paum Llnhofl

poas|
timing lhe traffic lights on Grmd
River Avenue — Fi
maln street — whdplhatﬂﬂlc
flow over the next few weeks.
-+ A low-interest  state loan. s
paying for the pm}ect. Voters ap-
proved a d ‘issue last May
(rom which debt millage revenue
.;vlll be eoUeded to repay the

oan.

Motorcycllst
kllled Frlday

A 22-year-old Farmington Hills
mas was killed Friday when the
motorcycle he was riding
slammed into the rearof a pldmp
truck on northbound Merriman in
Livonla, pollce sald,

‘The driver of the pickup truck,
a 17-year<old Garden City man,

name of efther man.

“Traffic and pavement are un-
!orﬁvlng when It wmu to mo-
torcycles,” ‘sald officer -George
Zellman o! the Livonia police de-

Schoolcraft and Plymouth, Zell-

man gaid,
Re sald tha motorcycle was fol-
lmrl.ng a 1983 Ford Ranger north-
when the truck slowed and
tha ‘victim “tried to stop but
\The s {:ll:m b;‘k [

o own,
bat mmm ed him
i.nlo!hpmrbump«onhetruek.
Zellman sald. At that point, the
victim was uzmn from the mo-
torcycle, he
g T e,

vonla, where he
was pronounced dead from mas-
llvn hud Injuries at 1 pm., Zell-

’lbe vicum was wearing a hel-
met, and there was 0o indleation
of aldohol or drug use by either
ﬂrlvet, Zellman sald Baturday.

An I tion Into dm accl-
dent was' contloning. No th:leu
had been lssued.

Michael Flanagan talked
'ﬂmmdny about the district’s need to hold an
election to cover the $5.8 milllon, or mere, ex-
pected o be Jost because of state hudget cuts

special bitingual and also
the employer’s portlon of Social Security for-
merly pald by the state. He will begln by pre-
sentlng a mid-year proposed budget at Tues-
day night's board meeting; the district’s op-
tions will be proposed and discussed at 2
second board meeting Nov. 20.

He encourages anyone interested in follow-
ing the issue lo come to both school board
meetlngs.

“I'll-be offering figures which are a ‘best
guess,’ if we kept everything the same," Flana-
gan said. He predicted the bottom line would
be “far out of balance” with a deficit which
could top $5.8 mililon. He will release that fig-
ure wilh the budget Tucsday.

BOARD OPTIONS include "budget culs,
going to voters for additional millage or a

comblnation of the two, Flanagan sald. In Aug-
ust, Flanogan put a freeze on new hires and |

{illing some replacement positions until the
board makes a decision. He sald If the board
decldes to attempt an clection, an carly De-
cember decision would allow an electlon to be
held as carly as February,

It a speclal clection were held, February

would be the ideat time because of budget
preparatlon and planning, be said,

A state law was in the summer,
changing the state recapture formula from $22
million to $72 million — taking categorical aid
back from out-of-formula districts, of which
Farmington is one. That moncy s to be distrib-
uted to in-formula districts, which qualify for
state aid. Out-of-formula districts do not fall
Into the formula for state aid for gencral oper-
atlng moncy, so most of (hat is obtalned
through local property taxes,

Of all Lhe districts affected, Farmington loat
the most In the state ald recapture measure,
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School, shows (from left)

By SBusan Buck
staff writor

Suppose they asked you to vote
in an electlon — and then refused
to zay who won?

That’s what happened Friday at
North Farmington, Harrison and

-lors cast ballots in a mock electlon.

Apparently, student Interest was
high. But clty offlcials, who orga-
nlzed the election and counted
votes, refused 1o reveal the results
saying they dldn't want te influ-
ence the real electlon on Tuesday.

Senlors voted at the three public
high schools throughout the day.

dett

cast ballots in the mock election.

So who won?

SHARON LAMIEUX/31aff photographer

Lorl Friedman (center), a student teacher at Farmington High and Kim Novak the tools that student voters will use when they

City mum on results of students’ mock election

Farmington high schools when sen- -

‘Your vote is private and should not be
available to people who have not
voted. | don’t approve of polls either.’

— Mayor Jean Fox
Farmington Hills

Polls opened 7:15 a.m. and closed
at the end of the school day.
Students filled out applications
te vote, and used voting booths
loaned by the clty of Farmington
Hllls.
Students and government teach-

ers helped set up the mock elee-
tions in cach school.

OFFICIAL BALLOTS were used
and taken to Farmington Hills City
Hall for tabulation.

Darnan,

generat of the clty
council two months ags, not ta re-
lease the results until after the
Nov. § electlon, R

Farmington Hllls Mayor Jean
Fox sald the decision was prompt-
od by the notlon that the students
would vote llke thelr parents -~
and thus show the resulls of the
real electlon.

“They (the councll} did not want
to influence the general election,”
Fox sald. “Your vote s private and
should not be available to people
who have not voted. I don’t ap-
prove of polls elther. Thoy make
people stay home.”

Kathryn
HiRs city clerk, sald it was “the
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Races
go to

voters

They settle
it Tuesday

Polls will be open from 7 am. to §
p.m. tomortow in the Farmingions
and across the state to allow regls-
tered voters to cast Lhelr ballots.

One of this year's hot races is the
partisan state Senate race ln District

* 15, where atate Republicans have
spent big dollars to support Denise
Alexander, 38, a Southfield City
Councliwoman, in an attempt to de-
{eat Incumbent Democrat Jack Fax-
on, 54, of Farmington Hills. This
campaign has heated up as it has
gotten closer to election day, with
each side flinging last-minute accu-
sations at the other. Adding spiee to
the race Is 34-ycar-old Llbertarian
Steve Silver of Huntington Woods,
who touts his party’s philosophy but
has said he “really doesn't want the
job."

AND IN THE non-partisan race
for 47th District Court, where In-
cumbent appointee Frederick Harrls
faces Frederick Knauer, the race
has been fraught with discussions of
sign problems and the use of photos
In campalgn literature. Although an
incumbent, Harris was appolnted to
fill his current seat by the governor,
s0 thls is his flrst go at the clector-
ate.

Voters in Farmington and Farm-
ington Hills will cast ballots in the
{following major partlsan races; only
Oakland County Board of Commis-
sioner distrlcts wlll be different 1o
various paris of the Rills:
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Frederick O.
Knauer

Fredetick L.
Harris

Hills man receives pair of life
terms for narcotics violations

By Susan Buck
staft wrlter

possess with Intent to distribute more than 100 grams of

Richard Allen Wakeficld of anlngion Hills was
sentenced Nov. 1 In Detroit's U.S. District Court to two
terms of llfc In prison on convictions for four counts of

vlolating federal narcotics laws,

Wakefleld, 44, who rented 2 home at 24424 Orchard
Lake Road, was also fined $1 milllon following the con-

victiona.

He was sentenced before U.S. District Judge Barbara

K. Hackett.

Wakefield, who represented himself at the trial, was
convicied by a Jury on July 18 of one count of conspira-
cy to distribute heroin, 10 counts of

heraln,

“Wakeficld has been a major heroln dealer since (he
carly 19705, sald Farmington Hllls police chlef Wil
liam Dwyer. “He was a major dealer who got narcotles
{rom outside the state.”

HACKETT SAID that she was imposing the maxi-
mum possible sentence under the gnlde'llnu becauso

is a major
sive criminat record.

with an extea-

Wakeflcld was on federal parole for a 1975 beroln

conviction,
heroln

distribution conviction at the time of the offenses of

e
with Intent to distribute and one count of attempting to
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