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stat wrlter

ment on the lower level of the county off-
lce building at 1200 Telegraph. All you

yoursel( n true-Ilfe drama?

them, fust for the asking.

county’s cireuit court.

. ANT TO PIG up some trash on
someone?
Or check out a potential
use?
Or just have a good time immersing

Ozkland County Circuit Court makes [t
fun and easy. Many county residents are
unaware of the information avalable to

Court records, for Instance, are part of
the public record. They're there for any-
one. And thanks to a well-olted organiza-
tion, they're relatlvely casy to find at the

JUST SHOW UP at the records depart.

the exception.

need Is a name, though a case number s
better. Step up to the computer terminal
on the counter, follow the not-so-simple di-
rections, and you can pull up information
or any Oakland Circuit Court case your
subject has been Involved In, either as a
plalntiff or a defendant; juvenlle cases are

The computer will tell you the type of
case, whether criminal or civil, the date It

well, nevermind.

1y." sald Stephanle Schroeder, chlef deputy
county clerk, "That's how Mr. Allep {as in
county clerk Lynn Allen) wants his office
run, and that's how I run it

For the record, a recent check of Ob-
server and Eccentric editors came up
blank, except for a case involving . . .

Actually, the court records office s

pretty businesstike. Most of the people who

began and the nature of the offense or suit.

copies,

It'l] also give you a case number, which
when passed to the clerk behind the coun-
ter is what puts the whole case file in your
hand. For a fee, the court wlll make photo-

P!
“We just work real hard at being friend-

pull records are attorneys and private in
vestigators, Schroeder said.

BUT THERE ARE exceptlons. Schroed-
er, wha has worked for the county for 18
years, said women sometimes call up
records to check up on their boyfriends.
Appareatly it's not uncommon for married
men to tell their babes on the side that

At left, a woman uses a computer o call up a case
number at the Oskland County Circuit Court records
office, A nome Is all that’s nceded to find out whether
8 subject has been involved in

a clrcuit court case.
Below, Lady Justice, bli d a

nd well-
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they're divorced. The babes are disappoint.
ed when they find out no record of the di-

vorce exists, according to Schroeder.

And, occasionally, the office gets calls

stands guard in front of the Oakland County office
building, home of the Oakland County Circuit Court,
in Pontiac. Lawyers, investigators and suspicious lov-
c;{n' find a great resource in the Circuit Court records
office.

1
-
.

i

DAH DEAN/stalt photograptor

They can be dirty — but records are public

will atlow litigants to recelve pertinent in-
formation about cases by relaying case
numbers to a telephone answering ma-
chine.

from people outraged that elements of

their legal past have come to light. They're
usually disappointed to find that the courts
and what happens in them are public infor-
mation, Schroeder sald. Ah, but what

would democracy be otherwise?

But if dealing with circuit court is easy
now, it's getting easier. Court administra-
tor Judy Cunningham said the court’s staff
held a retreat in June to consider ways to

improve service.

As a result, jurors are now being paid on

the same day they serve and the court
soon implement telephone technology

" In the meantime, basic informatlon
about a case can, as always, be obtalned by
calling the court, “We can just punch that
up on the computer,” Cunningham said.

Court officials acknowlege that a visit to
circuit court often brings at least one ma-
jor headache: finding a place to park. A Jot
of people don’t know where to park, or
where to go afterwards, accordlng to
Cunningham. They're warking on the prob-
lem, she said.

will

respond to the public,” Cunningham
that -

said. "We serve the public.
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_police/fire calls

Listed below are some of the
Farmington area police  inci.
dents, fire calls and court cases
reported during the past week:

® FELONIOUS ASSAULT

A 4-year-old Farmington boy was
hospltalized for psychological treat-
ment Oct. 25, after thregtening faml-
ly members with a crowbar ard
knife Oct. 25,

Accordifig to a Farmington De-
partsint of Public Safety report,
tieé boy became violent at his fami-
ly's home on State Street after being
told he could not watch television at
about 7:30 p.m., and started breaking
ltems In the house. He picked up a
crowbar and used it to damage his
bedframe and threatened his sister.
He then dropped the crowbar and
threatened her with a knife.

He was restrained by his uncle un-
til police could arrive. The boy was
taken to St. Joseph Mercy Hospital
in Pontiac for evaluation. Police
have also filed paperwork with the

. Oakland County Prabate Court, juve-
nile division.

Police report several previous

L contacts with the boy, and recom-
mend medical help, according to the
report.

@ INDECENT EXPOSURE

Two anonymous Farmington Hills
residents have reported Incidents of
indecent exposure on East Hunts-
man Street.

One woman reported she o, “erved
a man twice last week standing na-
ked In his front window, fondling
himself about § a.m. She sald she has
seen him like this before, standlng in
what appears to be a den or library,
as she walked on the street.

Another resldent reported a simi-
Jar Incldent the morning of Nev. ).

‘The flrst woman teld pollee she Is
concerned with mlddle-school age
students who stand and walt for a
school bus nearby.

Stores collect
food for Army

The Bon Ton Shoppe sfores in
Downtown Farmington Center
and Newburgh Plaza in Livonia
will hold a collection of non-per-
ishable foods for the Salvation
Army on Thursday, Friday and
Saturday, Nov. 8-10.

Each contributor will reccive a
coupon making them cligible to
win one of four Bon Ton Shoppe
gift certlficates. Each store will
glve away two $100 and two $50
glIt certlficates.

® BURGLARIES REPORTED
A number of break-lns have oc-
curted In the arca during the past
wtek, They include:
# A Farmington Hills resident In
d C

# A decorative skeleton and twn
pumpkins were blown up on a porch

on Loomis during the Halloween hol- .

iday.
® The brick wall at the Burger

the Str at
Middlebelt Road and 10 Mile report-
ed a break-in Oct. 30, Stolen were
boxes filled with jowelry, worth
$1,056.

# The owners of two Haggerty
Road businesses found money miss-
ing when they opened for business
the morning of Oct. 30, Romano's
Pizza and Catering, 31134 Haggerty,
reported $900 In cash was stolen and
$200 in damage to the front door
lock. Also, about $100 was missing
from a cash drawer at Robert Ar-
thur hair salon, 31130 Haggerty.

® A house In the 22000 block of
Pawer Road in Farmington was bur-
glarized Oct. 29-30, with $1,500 in
items taken, Residents told police
the thief took a camera and accesso-
ries, money, jewelry and a shotgun.

® HALLOWEEN MISCHIEF

Severat Incidents dampencd Hal-
loween spirits in Farmington and
Farmington Hills, on Oct. 31 and
Nov. 1:

® On Shiawassee in Farmington
Hills, somcone threw balloons filled
with black paint at west side of the
house. Damage was estimated at
$800.

* A Wykeshire resident reported
$250 damage to his 1978 Cadillac
when his tires were slashed.

® One street west, on Castlereigh,
$60 damage was reported when a
tire was deflated on a 1985 Chevro-
Iet. Also, late Wednesday, someone
threw numerous cggs at the vehicle
and a house.

® On Glouster Circle, a BB gun
caused $150 damage to the passen-
ger window of a 1987 Dodge Daytona
parked in front of the house.

® A five-gallon garbage pail was
melted on the Our Lady of Sorrows
playing field when somcone set the
contents on fire Wednesday.

King 32740 Grand Rlver,
was damaged, causing $75 in dam-
age.

® The driver's window of a car
parked on Flanders was smashed,
causing $150 jn damage.

® BAD MUFFIN

Farmington police have contacted
the Oakland County Health Depart-
ment about an incident in which a
Farmington Hills woman reported
opening a sealed muffin that smelled
like cleaning {tuid.

She was not injured.

The woman told police she had
purchased the sealed Sara Lee brand
blueberry muffin at a deli, and
opened it Oct. 30,

Farmington public safety director
Frank Lauhoff said because there
was no injury, the incident would be
feft in the hands of health depart.
ment officials who would likely con-
tact the muffin producer.

@® THEFTS REPORTED

A diamond wedding ring valued at
3600 was reported stolen from the
Racquetbadl Courts of Farmington,
34200 Nine Mile Road. Oct. 25,

® DAMAGE REPORTED

A resident reported $200 in dam-
age to his car, after another car
sprayed at him with rocks from the
roadway In Farmington Oct. 30.

The incldent, which occurred at
about 4:50 p.m. on Viclet near Astor,
was Intentional, the victim told po-
lice. A Ford Ranger peeled away
from a stop, breaking the victim's
window with slones.

A second damage Incident was re-
ported in Farmington Hills Oct. 31.
An estimated 390 in damage was
done when the window of a car
parked on Heritage Hills was bro-
ken,

Mother, baby girl both
test positive for cocaine

A baby girl born at Botsford
Ostheopathle Hospital Aug. 18, who
with her mother tested positive for
cocalne, has been turned over 1o the
Oakland County prosecutor's office,
sald Farmington Hills Detective
Sandra Rochford.

The mother told Rochtord that she
used cocalne the night prior to her
daughter’s birth.

“It was the only time,” the mother

was quoted in the police report. “I
Jjust got into the wrong group.”

The Child Protectlon Law of 1975
considers such instances child abuse
and neglect and must be reported,
said Don Mussen, supervisor of Child
Protectlve  Services of Oakland
county.

No decisjon has been made on the
case.
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