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By Tim Richard .
ataff writer

~ An attorney told his 56 school district ¢li-
ents that the state Court of Appeals has
falled for seven weeks to take the first step
in thelr $72 milllon suit against the state,

o “It borders on being scandalous,” said
Dennls Pollard, who filed the suit Sept. 18.
He asked the appellate court to assign the
Macomb Circuit Court thelr request for a
preliminary tnjunction to prohiblt the treas-
ury from cutting their state aid.

« “The court routlnely could decide what
forum to send adjudlcation of an injunction.
Where'a it going to be heard? We haven't
heard. You have no access to anyone (in the

Pollard predlicted the case could drag on
10 years or more.

Pollard wants the appellate court to as
tlgn the new case to the same Judge —
George Deneweth — who upheld the schonl
on ever major legal point,

TEN PERCENT of the state's 562 school
districts — mainly in the metro suburbs and
along the Great Lakes shores — are suing
the state over the 1990 ald act. The law re-
captures” $72 milllon of ald for special cdu-
catlon teaching and transportationm, bilin-
gua! teaching and Social Security.

The schools contend the Legislature vio-
lated the 1978 Headlee amendment to the

q by failing to pay for

court hlerarchy) with any

Pollard told a mecting of his 55 superin-~

tendent clients Thursday.

i “In "Durant’ we had a declslon {on assign-
ment) within a week,” sald Pollard, refer-
ring to a similar suit he won on bebalf of
Fitzgerald School District in Macomb Coun-
ty agalnst the state.

progr the atate B
“That "recapture’ offends me,"” sald Law-
rence J, Nichols, of Royal

~ not our — formula.”
“Recapture” 11 8 term colned by legisla-
tors.
The sulng districts include:
® Oakland — Avendale, Birmingham,

ovi
‘Tray and West Bloomfield,
® Wayne — Livonia, Northville, Plym-
outh-Canton and South Redford,

THE DISTRICTS all arc “out of formu-
1a,” meaning they recelve no general state
ald. The “recaplured” money was put into
general state aid in a blMl engincered by
Reps. Willlam Kelth, D-Garden City, and
James O'Neill, D-Saginaw, and Sen. Dan
DeGrow, R-Port Huron,

“We've been portrayed as ‘filthy rich,
greedy districts,’” sald Farmington Super-
Michael Flanagan, “But in the

0Oak, prevous superintendent in Northvillle
and once an administrator in Livonia. “It
says somehow we managed to sneak In, In
the middle of the night, and stole It. The
state government has falled to fund Its own

November decision seen

long run, the in-formula districts will bene-

fit. If they (legislators) can take It away

from us, they can take it away from the
i)

The meeting was held in Gl Elementary

School, In what Flanagan called the
“modest” southern end of the Farmington
district.

MANY PLAINTIFFS say they muat ask
local property tax Increases or resort to
layofis to balance their budgets.

“Deflnltely next year we're nto layoffs,”

y hits court delays in school aid suit

lenger, Sen. John Engler, supported the cat-
egorical ald cut. They and legislative lead-
ers sec it as necessary (o reduce the funding
gap between the richest districts ($8,000 per
pupll) and the poorest (barely $2,500).
Nichols sald that since 1978 the state had
routinely underfunded categorical aid, but

sald Super John
Schultz, predicting a $3 milllon revesue
loss. The district has no plans to ask for a
tax Increase.

Flanagan said Farmington's $5.8 million
loss Is “devastating.”

Royal Oak’s Nichols sald legislative lead-
ers are talking about elther statewide shar-
Ing of Industrial and commercial property
taxes or “dramatic” further cuts In categor-
{cal ald.

One superintendent asked Pollard if the
appeals court’s long delay were connected
to the gubernatorial electlon.

“We have no idea what's golng on,” Pol-
lard replled.

Both Gov. James Blanchard and his chal-

ususlly by only $20 milllon. Thia year the
Ieaped.

“Sad? Sordld? Yeah, I think a0 — a tale
Ittered with broken promises.”

REP. KEITH, chair of the House Educa-
tion Committee, haa made no secret of his
deslre to end all categorical aid. His distrlct
includes Garden City and Inkster, both In-
formula school syatems.

Before the blll was passed, Keith said his
Idea 1s to put the “recapture” money into
formula ald and Increase the number of dis-
tricts in the formula.

Currently about 70 percent of districts
are in-formula, Kelth would increase that to
80 or 90 percent.

Headlee opposes tax hike to offset aid loss

on school tax hike bid

F , have joined

Continued from Page 1

., Farmlngton offlclals sald In the
- summer they have enough money
in the current budget to carry the
district through this school year,
but not into any future years if the
same programs are maintained.
. Other problems have also arisen,
including a $2.8 milllon outstand-
“Ing debt owed to the district from
Oakland Schools, Increases in ofl
and gas prices have also ralsed the
cost of maintaining the bus fleet,
' Flanagan said,

And, he added, the district is ex-
pecting a lower State Equalized
Value on local propertles, based on
informatlon obtalned from the mu-
: nicipalities within the district.

' To date, 56 districts in Michigan,

a lawsult agalnst the state in an at-
tempt to halt the recapture bill,
passed by state leglslators in the
summer. A parent group in Farm-
ington is also circulating petitions
to get legislators to reverse their
vote.

At a meeting of the distriet su-
perintendents Involved In the law-
sult Thursday, Flanagan warned
that all districts, Including those in-
formula, could be impacted In the
Iong teem by the state action. “I re-
ally betleve In the long-tun the In-
formula districts are going to
thank us for thls suit,” he sald, “If
they can take our money, they can
take it from the In-formulz dls-
tricts too.”

By Casey Hans

staff writer Amendment,

Farmington H{lls businessman Rlchard
Headlee Is clated that 58 school boards across
Michigan are now on his side in fighting state gov-
ernment, but sald he wlll not support local dis-
tricts asking for additlonal millage to cover what
the state is taking away.

“Untll we recover the revenue due us from the
state, I would not support putting any additional
burden or hardship on the people of this town,”
sald the former gubernatorial candidate, chafr-
man of Al d Life Co.

and author of the 1978 Headlee Tax Limitation

“They're not going to get another dime's worth
of property taxes out of me until they fight this
good fight to the end.”

Headlee refers to the possibility of local dis-
tricts golng back to voters for more money be-
cause of a school aid bill passed last summer in
the state leglslature, which Is taking $72 mtllion
away from out-of-formula districts,

DESPITE HIS fcelings on any tax Increases,
Headlee is pleased with the strong stance belng
1ud wy

finally have somebody rowing in the same boat,
and I feel'terrific,” he sald. “Brother Headlee is
one happy dude.”

Headlee's feelings do not surprise Farmington
superintendent Michael Flanagan, who aald at a
superintendent’s meeting Thursday he expected
such a respanse.

“Everybody thinks because Mr, Headlee Is in
our back yard, we are in bed with him, s0 lo
speak,” Flanagan sald at the meeting, held at GIll
Elementary, “Mr., Headlee came out against our
bond Issue, and he's going to ceme out against our

mlllage because he feels the state will keep doing
Fi

taken by the distrlcets, |

BRENNAN

For Oakland Circuit Judge

* Graduate - Detroit Catholic Central High School
* Graduate - John Carrolt University, B.A, Degree
*G - Detroit College of Law

?ﬁnnhun aRunm of Halr I;onhluns

Juris Doctor degree Cum Laude in 1974

+ Community lender, Rotary Intematfonal, Veterans of
Forelgn Wars, Knights of Columbus (Troy Council), past
Council member Birmingham YMCA Indian Guide

" WIGS
50% OFF

Many Styles Available
—No Appointment Necessary —

Past President Sterling Hts. Chamber of
Commerce

« Practicing attorney 16 years

* Member of Statc Bar of Michigan, American Bar Assn,
Oakland County Bar Assn., American Trinl Lawyers
Assn. and Michigan Trial Lawyers Assn.

+ U.S. Army veteran - Vietnam as Captain

Vote For:

THOMAS M. BRENNAN

it money)."

Just a couple of hours 3 week with a caring, cenificd teacher can make a world
of dilfcrence in sublects ranging from reading and wrilting to basic math and

algebra. Your child will benefit from
renewed confidence and selfcucem. Sylvan Leamning Center.
390 \ytoan desrming Capensiun Helping kis do better

Surndry Classes Arsilzble
PROGRAMS: Reading » Math « Wriling » Sty Skifls » Readingss
* Agebra » College Frep » ACTSAT Readiness

5755 W, Maple
{West of Orchard Eak- Rd.)

10 Third World countries, hun-

31219 Five
1 ON|

LIVONIA
Across From Morrl-5 Plaza

427-4264

o Road Paid for by the Committes 1o Clect Thomas M. Gennan, Darland County Cutut Judge

Weat Bloomfield 737-2880

dreds of thousands of children
are in desperate need of food,
clothing, medical care —the |
basics of life. These girls and
boys are even denied the
opportunity to attend school
ey are our neighbors in
a world that grows smaller
cvery day
Through CCF you can
sponsor a neighbor’s child. The
cost is $18 n month —just 60¢
aday—to help a poor child in
Asia, Africa or Latin America

Give Yourself A Gift This Hulida_J Season

EXTERIOR

HOLIDAY
LIGHTING;nc.

Our Services Include Professional
» DESIGN
+ INSTALLATION

* REMOVAL
Prices Start From:
Single Story ................... $1685
Two-Story .....cccccenrvnneenn. $195

“We Can Do It All”

Open 7 Days * 9 am-9 pm

313-581-6240
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The Medical Fitness Cen-

—a child who has virqually
nothing.

Please pick up your phone |
now and dia! the toll-free num-
ber below: Be a good neighbor
by helping an innocent child.

32758 Grand River

Chl’is}g]‘andclhﬂdre [.1’5 In The Village Commons
i und, Inc. _
RS  477-7777
Farmiagton
Civic
Thaatre

SPEND AN

EVENING . .  latest

IN tho. mew epenent, including
DOWNTOWN cuit. relont Gl
FARMINGTON

Call For Rescrvations

ter is a complete Health Spa
facility. We have the latest in

Run or walk on our 1/10
of a mile banked

track. Relax in our thera-
peutic Whirlpool or Sauna.

Your Fitness Program is
directed by Exercise Physi-
ologists, Dieticians, R.N.’s
and Doctors. Call now for
an appointment for FREE

indoor Fitness Evaluation.

'474-1951

ENJOY DINNER AT MARCO'S
And Complete The
Evening With A
Movie at The
FARMINGTON CIVIC THEATRE

AV AR

ONE FREE
FITNESS EVALUATION;

Have one of our exercise physiologists give you a
fitncss cvaluation including health risk factors.
ABSOLUTELY FREE!

ONE FREE MOVIE TICKET

With The Purchase Of Each Pull Dinner

Valld Sunday thru Thuredsy
.00 p.m.-8:30 p.sn.

7940 Farmington Road
{Betwasn & & 7 Mile Roads)
v,

nia
Phi 425-5544

catt 425'5544:

for appointment
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