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Miller ‘driven’ in race for secretary of state

By Brian Lysaght
ataff wrlter
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Judy Miller admits she faces long
odds to defeat Michigan’s ever-popu-
tar Secretary of Stale, Richard Aus-
tin, but the Republican from Bloom-
fleld Township says she is deter-
mined to try anyway.

Miller polnts to her car's odome-
ter as proof of her efforts so far to
oust Democrat Austin. She's driven
5,000 mltes In Jess than two months,

Along the way, the former Bir-
mingham city commlssloner and
sooti-to-be former state representa.
tive has learned the difilculty of
campalgning for statewlde office.
Her stale House district, the 65th,

New concepts
for special ed

Parents of special educatlon siu-
dents are Invited to attend a confer-
ence on Inclusive educatton 9:30 a.m,
to 3:30 p.m, Thursday, Nov. 8.

“Changlng Concepts in Specia) Ed-
ucation: Learning Together Today,
Incluslve Communities Tomorrow
is belng held at Pontlac Sliverdome’s
Maln Event restaurant. Incluslye re-
fers to cfforts to get children with
special needs like physical or mental
disabilities to attend regular schools
rather than special schools.

“Today, parents (of special educa.
tion children) are saying ‘Why does
my child have to go on a little yellow
bus to a segregated school? * said
Judy Augsburgh, who is publicizing
the program and whose daughter Is a
special cducatlon student in Bir-
mingham Public Schools.

The conference will include par-
ents and educators, with speakers
from Wayne State Unlversity and
the Washtenaw Association for Re-
tarded Cltlzens. :

Admlssion is $10, including lunch.
The program ls sponsored by the
United Cerebral Palsy of Detroit,
Macomb Schools and the Oakland
County Association for Retarded Cit.
izens.

For more informatlon, call 557-
$070. Another conference s sched-
uled for Nov. 29, Augsburgh said.
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Miller's Itinerary last weck in-
cludes fGrand Rapids, Jackson,
Flushing and Alma, and she will be
In Lansing on Election Day, Tues-
day. There she will Join the rest of
the state Republican ticket: Joha En-
gler, the gubernatorial candldate
who chose Miller; Engler's licuten-
ant governor selectlon, Connle
Binsfeld; and his attorney general
selection, QI Taylor,

“IT'S BEEN a very broadening ex-
perlence for me,” Miller said In an
Interview last week. If she doesn't
win, she wll) return to her Bloom-
tield Township condomlnium, but
she [sn't revealing any plans beyond
that. Miller represented the 85th
District for six years.

Miller, $4, Is given little chance of
winning. Austln, 77, has been re-
elected five times. The man whom
drivers — and voters — sec smiling
from photographs in sceretary of
stale offices was elected In 1970.

1le trounced his last Republlcan

Judy Miller, GOP hopeful
opponent, Weldon Ycager, a former
Bloomfleld Township trustee, In
1986. Austln swept 82 of B3 Michigan
counties and collected 1.6 million
votes.

Miller is hoping for a better show-
ing, though she seems realistic about
her chances.

“It's a long shot no doubt about it.
But there's no doubt also that 1 am
the sirongest candidate ever flelded
by the Republican Party.”

‘It's a long shot no
doubt about it. But
there's no doubt also
that { am the strongest
candidate ever fielded
by the Republican
Party.’

— State Rep. Judy Miller

“MONEY? THERE'S not a lot of
maney,” she sald. Her campalgn Ls
centered on public appearances and
a press packel sent to local newspa-
pers and radlo stations around the
state, she sald. She Is concentrating
on predomtnantly Republlcan areas
of Michigan.

Mllter sald she would be a more
aclive secretary of state than Austin,
wha rarely visited the Jegistature,

"I think he's resting on the laurels
of what he did when he first came in

to office," she sald.

The Department of State could op-
erate more efficiently and offices
could be made “more user friendly,”
she sald,

AMONG HER proposals:

® Increase the effectiveness of
branch offices by better computer
use, betler staffing and more con-
venlent hours and locations,

® Abolish the officcholder ex-
pense funds that legislators can set
up, which she said allow for too
many misuses — or at least to more
strictly enforce rule breakings.

@ Simplify the state’s camnpaign
{inance law.

® Make custom license plates
representing Michigan public col-
Ieges and universitics to raise money
for educatlon and roads.

® Allow drlvers to buy license
plates every two years rather than
anpually to help cut lines.

She sald Gov. James Blanchard
has falled to provide lcadership in
Michigan, and that Engler would.
Miller, who s pro-choice, said she
found it easy to look beyond the
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What we need now are great looking

DRESSES

at really great prices.
"

25% to 40% Off

or special values

THE NEW KNITS: 59.99 to 179.99

Shapely new jerseys and doubleknits in solid colors or

color blocks plus the perfect two-part sweaterknits for the holidays,

Orig. 9-4.00 10 255.00 or special value.

THE LUXE SILKS: 89.99 to 199.99

Day-into-evening silks: one-and two-part silk jacquiteds

s well as sumptuous new sucded silks

in both prints and solid colors.
Orig. 119.99 10 286.00 or special value.

THE CREPES & FAILLES: 59.99 to 129.99

Dresaes and suits in tailored and evening styles.

Richly-textured prints, solids.

Orig. 122,00 to 174.00 or special value.

THE GABARDINES & CHALLIS: 89.99 to 259.99

Wedge chemises —the perfect career dre:

plus coatdresses, dressmaker suits and longer, full-skirted

styles.

Orig. 122.00 to 375.00 or special value.
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abartlon issue In supporting Engler,
wha is pro-cholce. She said that En-
gler has a long record of appointing
women to positions of power.

THIS IS Miller's second campalgn
this year. She passed up re-election
to the House to challenge Rep. David
Honlgman for the state Senate seat
vacated by Richard Fessler.

Honigman defeated Miller in the
August GOP primary after a bitter
and heated race. Miller said she and
Honigman have yet to resolve differ-
cnces from the primary.

“David and I have not really
talked since the election,” she sald. -

Milter said she is prepared to
leave political office 1f Austin wins.
She safd her husband, Steven, contin-
ues to teach chemistry at Oakland
University, and the couple would re:
main in {heir Bloomficld Township
condominium.

She said she did not know her ex:
act plans if not clected, but would
not rule out another run for political
olfice.

“I've always gone into something
with the (dea that it’s the right thing
ta do for now."” Miller sald. .
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