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‘On Thin Ice’ about more
than ice skating careers

Tai Babilonia hopes
movie offers encouragement

By Mary Ann Townsend

For Tai Habilonia, making a TV
movic about her heanbreaking figure
skating cirecer was a panful, yet
gratilytng experience.

On Thin lce: The Tai Babilonia
Story. airing Monday, Nov. 5.on NHC,
tells how Babilonia's passion for
skating eventually tore her hie apan.
But more importantly the drama shows
how she 1s getung back on her feet after
depression oser an Olympic defeat
sent her on a path of self destruction.

The Hilm opens with G-year-old Tai

. watching idol Peggy Fleming on TV
and moves rapidly 10 her matchup with
figure skating panner Randy Gardner

" three years later. .

In just four short years, the two were
seiting vecords as the most successful
pair-skaters in U.S. history, Their
suCccess continued throughout
the “70s. -

It seemcd only natura), and perhaps -

even expected, that the two would walk
away with a gold medal at the 1980
Olympics. However, i1 was thea that
they Decame hnewn as America’s
“heastbreak khids.” The iwo entered the
ice ready W pesform their routine at the
Mympicsin Lake Placid, butancarher
injury rendered Gasdoer wunahle to

they had 10 leavé the sink without
having the opportunity to live out their
lifclong dream. .

The incident was not only a crushing
blow to the pair's dreams, but it aiso
marked the beginning of a downward
turn in Babslonia®s personal life.

“1 got through the worst night of my
life without breaking down or exposing.
my true feelings, and that set the
patiern of behavior | would follow for
the next eight ycars,” Babilonia said.

Her disapy and feelings of
isolation sent her on a sell-destructive
path that included drug and alcohol
abuse, involvement in volatile rela-
tionships, and ultimately a suicide
attempt in 1988. ’

Dabilonia stressed, however, that On
Thin Ice is not just a chronicle of the
pair's carcer. instcad it offers a
message of hope 10 others who believe
they have hit rock bottom.

“It was very therapeutic, and 1t was,
in away, a healing process,™ she said of
working on the movie.

With that healing. howcver, came
some pain.

“Actually the more emotiona) scenes
for me were the drinking, the alcohol
parts. Some days [ wouldn't go in to
watch. It was just 100 painful,”
Babilonia said.

But. she admitied, it was also fun.
Gardner and Batilonia reunited for

S i |
1880 Olymplc figure skaters Tal
ablionla and Randy Gardner {from
eft) perform some of thelr own stunts
n the re-enactment aof thelr atory.

if their own routines for the.movie.

“hey also worked with the three sets of

clors and actresses who periray thems

s children, tecnagers and adults.

Canadian actress Rachael Crawford

nd actor Chatlie Stratton play the duo
-s adults. -

“lt was so funny having so many Tai
and Randys runnming around. Not only
were there aciors, but there were
doubles,” Tai explained. "

“So whenever they would call Tas,
like sia people would turn. [1was prelty
funny.” Randy added.

They both laughed when 1 asked if 11
was casy to get back inlo the swing of
their routines for 1the movie.

“1t's never easy to just step into n. |

wish it were,” Randy saud.

perform. In front of muthons of fans, he first lime in a ycar 10 perform some TR
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