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members, referring to an Oct. 21-28 series
gm( ran In The News and alteged that city

Farmington Hills Mayor Jean Fox has re-
opened the topic of cthics in city ‘govern-
meat on the heels of a series In a Detrolt
newspaper that alleged two city offlclals
had ¢onfticts of interest.

A three-point plan to update the clty's
Code of Ethics was presented to the clty
council for’ consideration ' Monday, wlith
most of the plan recelving support. Mean-
while, both accused olflelals have spoken
out this week In their defense, calling a se-
rles In The Detroit News one-sided.

“Ethical problems, including confllcts of
interest in Farmington Hills and other sub-
urban communities were lald bare for over

Ben Marks and Economic De-
velopment Corp. member Paul Inman did
favors for developers. “This ¢ity must take
measures to set our house fn order.”

She sald she wanted to “assure the popu-
lace we shall not be lax in cleaning up our
own house of government."

“Unless those clected to serve the people
can show that public trust is held In highest
esteem ~— ahead of private gain while in
office — then democracy, which rests on
trust, cannot work successfully, but stum-
bles along amid scorn and eynlclsm.”

Fox’s three-polnt plan includes:

© Re-activating the city’s 1989 . Ethles
Committee with former members, new

" 1.2 milllon ib Michi-
gan,” Fox sald in a report to fellow counci?

by each member of the
clty council and representation by the Coun-

clt of H of Farm-

Ington Hills and the League of Women Vot-
ers, Most councll members sald Monday
that they prefer an entirely new slate for
such a commlttee. c

@ Consldcratlon of present Clty Code and
city charter with regard to cthics concerns,
Including, but not limited to, guldclines for
conflicts of interest, 1l '

over Lhe years his friendships and
buslness partnerships with developers, sald
hls voting record was not reflected fairly in

the serles, white Inman aald the reporters

dld not understand how an EDC works,

“1I resent being labeled as someone's lac-
key,” sald Marks, who offered detalls of
several Instances In which he voted agalnst

and reporting, and dlsclosure of buslness af-
fillatiaps,

® A report from the committee to the
clty council 90 days after it starts meetlng,
which would llkely be after the first of the
year, .

IN REACTION to the newspaper scries,
Marks spoke out publicly on Monday night
and Inman talked with the Observer after
returning from out of town. Marks, who has

pers. “I don’t mind belng interviewed
.« . but I do mind when people don't give
the entlre story. Obviously, the most Im-
portant people felt.I was truthful. They
elected me last November.”

Marks was re-clected to a feur-year term
on the counctl last November,

Inman was accused of voting to provide
two local developers with tax-cxempt bonds
to provide low-interest loans. The develop-
ers bought the property from Inman on a
land centract.

‘As debate rages, officials blast News series

Inman sald the repotter he spoke to was
“really very confused. She is writing on an
ﬁdm’:‘ and dldn’t even know what an

He sald the developers owned the proper-
ty when they came before the EDC, and
that he had sold it “years before.” Ha abs-
talned on the vote, he sald. Inman also con-
tends the EDC doesn't directly loan money
and that “there was no financial develop-
ment derlved.”

Both Marks and Inman sald they wowld
support a revised code of ethics for the city.
“It's healthy today, particularly,” Inman
sald, noting the public’s distrust of politi-
clans from the local to the natlonal levels.

Marks said he had “no problem with rein.
stituting the ethics committee.”

Hills council’s discussion of ethics gets overheated

Continuod from Page 1

Grant sald his first year on the coun-

he added. “but I want you resldents

and hls business Intcrests, Also fea-

Issues Indlvidually and vote ap-

dolng business with the city, suppres-

“It is possible for one to have
truthfulness without credibllity and
credibility without truth,” she sald
chastising the press and publie, “If
you want an ethical council, there's
got to be an cthical commanity. I
don’t like the cavalier attitude that
prevalls,”

COUNCILMAN JONATHAN

cll has been disheartening.

“I'm very disillusloned In what
I've seen up here,” he sald. “I've
been sltting up here . . . dodglng po-
litlcal bullets. It's incredible, I'm
telling you, it’s really incredible.”

Grant sald he had been lobbled on
issues by other counctl members, not
In¢luding Councilman Ben Marks. “I
can buy into an cthics committee,”

to know you have far bigger ethical
problems up here ., . than who's
taklng money from a developer.”

The ethlcs Issue, first ralsed in the
¢lty In 1989, was discussed agaln
Monday followlng an October news-
paper serles In the Detroft News,
The series’ first installment featured
Marks and made ailegatlons of con-
flicts between hls council positlon
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tured was food distributor and land
speculator Paul Inman, a member of
the city's Economlc Development
Corp., who, accordlng to the serles,
voted to provide developers tax-cx-
empt bonds for low-interest losns on
a plece of property he had sold to
them,

Pprapriately.

A Code of Ethles was developed In
1989, and adopted after that year's
city council electlons, The code ap-
plics to elected officlals, city em-
ployees, board and commisston
members and consultants and ad-
dresses gratuities, preferential

Both men deny any
and sald they are careful to look at

, 1ise of dls-
closure, outslde business dealings,

sion of public informatlon and use of
city property.

It does not cover campalgn contrl-
butlons, despite an effort by Vagnoz-
2zl and Fox to have that included.

Councliman Larry Lichtman said
Monday he is not opposed to formling
another ethlcs committee and re-
studying the matter “if there is a
good reason for starting one. I don't
want a witch-hunt group.”

The Hometown and Observer and Eccentric
has the largest selection of suburban display real

“Creatlve Living” section
estate ads in the metro area.

Don’t Miss the Excitement of...

costumed characters, fire

Parade Route: Six Mile & Midldebelt to Livonia Mall.
Complimentary hot chocolate following the parade.
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retirement living conference will be presented by the author of REFIREMENT
LIVING ALTERNATIVES USA: THE INSIDE STORY, H. Wilson Worley.
Mr. Worley's book ta $9.95 value) will be presented without charge to each household
along with other copyrighted material.

Thousands have highly acclaimed this conference for its dissemination of informa-
tion not available from any other source, During the two-haur session, participants
will review full-service preretirement and retirement living concepts through a
color slide series of communities from the east to the west coast,

In addition, a new and different concept in active retirement/preretirement
fiving being considered for Farmington Hills will be discussed to determine its
potential for active adulis desiring o full meou of serviees from home and yaed
maintenance to security and health/fitness programs, The concept offers aptions
not foundin lifecare, entrance fee, expe: rental packages, or resort communities.
Each participant will be asked to complete mple written survey to provide
direction for the development and die public ceptance of this community.

The conference s free of charge. However, seating is limited and will be by
reservation only. -

Please call Naney Fees (313) -H12-9860, Monday through Friday from 8:3 a.m.
10 5:00 p.m. or write for reservations for you and your friends to RETIREMENT
CONFIERENCE, X105 Folsom Road, Fasmington Hills, M1 48336 for one of the
times and locations below:

sBotsford General
Hospital

o Botsford General
Hospital

e Hilton Inn— Novi
2111 Haggerty Road
8 Mile Rd. Exit off 1-275
Novi, MI
Tuesday, Dec, 11
10:00 A.M. or
2:00 P.M.

ration &

ion Building
28050 Grand River Ave,
Farmington Hills, M1
Thursday, Dec. 13
2:00 P.M.

Administration &
Education Buitding
28050 Grand River Ave.
Farmington Hills, M1
Wednesday, Dec. 12
10:00 A.M.

Each session will end promptly two hours from the above stasting times,

H Sponsored by Botsford General Hospital and
Nationai Retirement Corporation.
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All spoclals valld at American Bulk Foods Royal Oak (4422 Wocdward, S. of 14 Milo) 549-0033
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