Off-road vehicles cause damage

.AR.— Off-road vehicles are leav-
ing aitrail of $1.2 billion in damage
10 vedetation, #all and witdlife habi-
Lat on Mlchigan land, according to a
new report.

At lcast 642,000 acres of land, wa-
ter and wlldlife habitat In 22 cour-
tles have been damaged by ORV:,
accordlng to a survey by the Michi.
#an Assotlatlon of Conservation Dis.
tricts. The group represcnts soil con-
servation offlclals In all 83 Michigan
countics, but only 42 countles re-
sponded to the survey.

Restoring land damaged by ORVs
wonld cost between $2,000 and
$20,000 per acre, depending upon the
extent of hatm, sald Executlvve Di-
rector Debra Bogar. Property own-

Barbara Aswad

Middle east
group elects
WSU scholar:

Dr. Barbara C. Aswad, professor
of Mlddie Eastern Anthropology at '
Wayne State Unlversity, has been
4glected president-elect of the Middle
East Studies Assoclation of North

merica.
“ Aswad, a Birmingham resident,
was clected 10 the position carlier
this week during the association’s
annual meeting in San Antonio. The
association includes professors from
“"the United States and the Middle
East and publishes the Internationat
Journal of Middle Eastern Studies.

Aswad has a doctorate from ihe
University of Michigan and has
taught at Wayne State for 25 years.

She has done research on Arab vil-
[ages near the Syrian-Turkish border
as well as Arab communities in
Pearborn, In October Aswad
moderated o teach-In at Wayne State
on the sltuation in the Persian Gulf.
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crs and government agencles would
get stuck with the tab, ahe 3ald.

“There i3 a lol of damage out
there and 1t's not just the trails that
arc being affected; the soll crosion
caused by ORVs s affecting bodier
of water and a lot of wildifc habl-
1at,” Bogar said.

Many countles, including at least
11 in the northern Lower Pennlsula
wlth ORV prohlems, did not respond
10 the survey because they lack the
personnel to assess ORV impact, she
said. She said the 642,000-acre esti-
mate is conservative,

“I think we could probably double
that number and be aceurate,” sald

Richard Jameson, assistant exccu-
tlve director of the Michglan United
Conscrvatlon Clubs.

But Mlke Burlingham,

vegetation, eroded soll or disrupted
wildlife habltat or recreation activi-
Ules was consldered damaged.

h it of Con-

of the Cycle Conservation Club, sald
the study was not a scientlfic assess-
ment of damage caused by irrespon-
sible ORV riders,

“Even if there was 1 square foot
of damage on an acre of land, they
called It an area of damage,” said
Burlingham, who had not scen the
report. His group represents 2,800
ORV users in Michigan.

Soil conservation officials report-
cd damage in ail regions of the state,
Any area where ORVs had destroyed

servation Districts Is part of an 11-
member coalition of envlronmental,
agriculiural and law enforcement
groups seeking tighter regutation of
ORVs, Including motorcycies, three-
and four-wheel all-terrain vehicles
and four-wheel-drive trucks.

The House Conservation, Recre-
ation and Envirenment Committee
plans to resume hearings Nov. 13 on
a bill te restrict ORV use on state
forest land, sald state Rep. Tom Al-
tey, D-West Branch.
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OU hosts seminar .

Ed Hustoles, senlor planner for
the Southeast Michigan Council of
Governments, wlll speak at a land
use seminar Friday, Nov. 16, at the
Orchard Ridge Campus of Oakland
Community College,

Hustoles will speak on “South-
cast Michlgan — the Year 2010,"
Including predictions about trans-
portation, population distributlon,
schools, service and (nfrastructure,
The discussions Include concerns,
challenges and possible solutlons.

Co-sponsors of the seminar are
the East Michigan Environmental

Actlon Council, SEMCOG, the Co-
operative . Extension Service of
Oakland County and OCC’s Future
Instltute.

Registration begins at 8:30 2.m.
Friday In J Building. The $17 regls-
tratlon fee Includes lunch and ma-
terials.

Additional information is avall-
able at 258:5188 or 340-6525.

The Orchard Ridge Campus s at
27055 Orchard Lake Road, Farm.
ington near the intersectlon of I-
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Chairs—many styles—trom $199

Dining Tables & Chairs—{rom 3899
Bedrooms—complete set—from $1475

Leather Sofas—trom 3777
King Size Bedding Set—from $299

Scatt Shuptrine is growing...
re-merchandising. . .evolving.

Now, for just ashort time,

vou can ke advantage of major
price reductions on America'’s -
best furniture lines. Thes
are floor samples, manufacturers”
samples, discontinued items. ., -
some may be nicked or scrarched ..
but we suarantee that you will never

tind this qualiey at these prices ...ever.
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