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Engler choice plan gets cool greeting

Students from across the Farm-
ington district attend High-
dow C c

where they have regular curFicu-
lum programs in the morning,

the school parking lot.

then concentrate on enrichment
sessions in the afternoon. Here,
some former students work on an
enrichment recycling project in

By Cassy Hans
staff writor

Chalees {n edycatlon are good, say some parents
and school effictals, but not nccessartly the :hulce

cussed voucher plan — where parenta would have a
atlpend and could send thelr child to a public or
private school of thelr choice — that [ssue has also
arisen.

AML!UIXI‘ uupcrtuu'ndenl for curriculum and

programs proj recently by g
John Engler,

Most prefer keeping education cholces within the
Farmington community, with local control and
without pressure {from the state.

“I think we've made a new definltion {of cholee)
here in Farmington,” sald Farmington Area PTA
Council Presldent Sue Shapiro, referring to the dls-
trict’s program at Highmeadow Common Campus,
its open enrollment policy at the high school level,
optional center or nelghborhood school klndu-gnr-
ten programs and the propesal currently under
study for a year-round school program.

“We're much better off helping all schoels. For-
get schools of choice and improve all public
schools, so you don't have one school better than
another.

“That's what we're trylng to do here.”

REACTION CAME after Engler said he suppart-
ed students attending any school within a distriet,
and in future years that cross-district choice be
consldered, allowing parents to send thelr children
to any schoo! in any Michigan district. Though En-
gler has taken no publlc stand on the much dis-

any tasty tidbits.
Bul

of bread.

Tasly tidbits

— not to mention the Canada geese ready for

the geese weren't alone as zea gulls .
and mallard ducks competed for some of the bandouts

Denise Moore of Farmington Hills had no problem
enticing the geese (top) with lunch whilo her 43 -year-
old son, Clinton, had to pmlecl his cheese sandwich
{right) from the hungry park inhabltaats.

Thursday’s unseasonably nrm weather was just
rght for Mom and her dzl!dnn. Including 2%-year-
old daughter, Rose, to get together with Moore’s sister,
Debbie Kostreba of Livonla, and her son Nicholas, 2 —
and thankfully all were armed with bags of bread.

staff d th White, sald she belleves
the dlistrict fs buded me right way in choice offer-
Ings. She does not advocate offering choice between
individual schools, unleas each can affer something

“Qur programs are similar” (in each
school), she sald. “I den't !!zlnk there would be & lot
of movement. To me, where cholce might have an
interesting Impact . . . is {f one school offered
some really different things."

White said a recent survey regarding the High-
meadow program showed a “tremendous satisfac-
tlon with our clementary program across the dls-
trict — even more than we thought "

ALTHOUGH ENGLER brought the issue to the
forefront after his election, educatlonal cholces
have been discussed natiopally for a number of
years.

A natlonal school administrators association
called for 2 longer school year to enhance learning

in 1987. In 1986, the Natlonsl Governor's
Association endorsed the idea of giving
Ploase turn to Page 6

Victims say
reporting is
sensitive

Panel discussion
spurs understanding

By Amy Rosa
staff writer

Whlle many think journallsts rank somewhere be-
tween used-car zalesmen and politiclans on the popu-
larity scale, last week in Southtleld the press received
at least a “B” from some of its traditionally harshest
crities.

At a speclal pancl discusslon Wednesday at the
Southfield schools complex, pelice, a prosecutor, a
doctor and victims of violent crimes gathered to ex-
change views on how the media cover stories of do-
mestle violence and sexual assauit.

Hosted by the Society of Professlonal Journallsts,
the papel discussion also Included representatives
from local print, radio and TV news organizations.

Perhaps to the surprise of the 25 or 30 journalists In
the audience, the media dld not end up on the chopping
block after all was said and done. Even more shocking
was who turned out to be the media's biggest propo-
nents: the vietims themselves who had been covered
by the presa.

Four years ago a young woman was raped by an
unknown assailant who broke Into her home. Today

Please turn to Page 2

Board considers cuts first, then tax hike

By Cassy Hane
staff writor

tion, In which It could offer voters chojces of
tax amounta or earmark tax language for spe-

Farmlngton school trustees will conslder a
list of proposed cuts to programa and projects
before deciding to hold z special tax election

next year.,

Superintendent Michael Flanagan was di-
rected to bring a st of possible cuts — what
the board Is calling streamlining — back to the
table for discussion Tuesday. The board Ls also
consldering a more, focused speclal tax clec-

cific capital projects.

cember.

Flanagan has asked the board to make a dé-
cislon for or agalnst an clection by carly De-

“In good faith, it scems we should try and
streamllne especlally In non-<classroom areas,”
Flanagan sald. But “I feel strongly we don't
have a luxurious program. We have an ade-
quate program for our kids."

SCHOOL OFFICIALS arc concerned after
recently losing $5.8 million through state re-
capture, and say it will take an additibnal $7.6
miltlon — about 3 mills in property taxes — to
continue the same school programs and capital
projects the district has under way for the
1991-92 school year.

With a large state budget deflelt and a
change In the governor's office, they are also
concerned Lhe state will take back more mon-
cy from the district yet thls year.

idea of some cuts, citing public opinlon that
shows voters are fed up with rising property
taxes. “They are indleating they want to see an
effort made that we make some cuts In some
areas,”
cently polled her neighbors. “They see some

said trustee Cathleen Webb, who re-

gravy there,”

“THE FINANCIAL plcture for this state is
very, very bad, and it's golng to be that way

Most school board members agreed with the

Plaago turn to Page 4

Secondary school boundary what’s inside
proposals are due tonight

A commlttce sudying secondary
level boundaries for Farmington
Pubtle Schools will present tentative
proposals for boundary changes to-
night and seck additional public
comment,

‘The public meeting of the Second-
ary Attendance Area Study Commit-
tee wlil be held at 7:30 p.m. at Power
Middic School, M704 R

distrlct. Twenty nine parents, four
school district representatives and
members of the Farmington Educa-
tion Azsoclatlon partlcipated In the
study, which began on Oct. 9.

Caples of the commiltec's propes-
als are avallable at the district’s
ceniral office and will also be made
nvallnblc -l lhc mwting School/
director Pom

Farmington Hlils. Power L3 off Gill
Road, south of Nine Mlle,

Two sub-commlttecs studled
boundaries for both middle achool
and high school Jevels throughout the

O'Mnlley sald tonight's proposals are
tentatlve, and could change depend-
Ing on publle comment.

Alfter tonlght's meeting, the com-

mittce wiil finallze ta recommenda-

tions and present them (o the Farm-
ington Board of Educatlon on Tues-
day, Dec. 18, during the regular
board meeting.

Chlld care scrvices through the
Child Care for Involved Parents pro-
gram will be avajlabic ot Power to-
alght from 7:15 p.m. unti! the meet-
ing ends. Costs are $3 per evening
for one child, $2 for each additional
child. To register, call 489-3333 be-
fore 4 p.m, today,

For Information on the meetlng,
cnll 489-3337,
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