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Celebrities entertain
in ‘Circus of the Stars’

Training requires
solid commitment
By Mary Ann Townsend

Cclcbrities from stage, screen and

television leave those mediums behind
to take on death-defying feals in the
13th Annual Circus of the Stars, airing
Wednesday, Nov. 21, on CHS.

With Robert Urich, Whoopi Gold-

berg, Joan Van Ark and Richard .

Crenna serving as ringmasiers, the
two-hour extravaganza features morc
than two dozen stars performing acts of
‘physical skill and mental endurance,
some of which required three months
of iraining. .

This year the acrial acts are more
difficult ang sophisticated than ever
before, with John Buchanan (Family
Man), Dah-Ve Chodan (Uncte Buck)
and Shane Bulterworth (Saved By the
Belt yon the trapese and Tony Carreiro
(Doctar, Doctor), Yictoria Rawell
{The Young and the Restfess) and Lisa

" Rinna (The Hogan Family) on the hagh
wire,

The feals of these performers are
augmented by celebnnes who hase
trained 10 work with animals.

David Soul, who 1akes eight Hengal
tigers through their paces, discovered
he had more 10 do than leara the
commands, For iwo weeks befure he
even stepped inta 1he cage with the by
cats, he had 10 take a crash course an

- Polish, since that wis the fanguage
used by the animals' oniginal tramer,

“And somctimes,” Soul snuled, I
thraw in some Itatizn — *Bella, belly'
« for good measure.”

Theacior, wha playedon Starsky and
Hutch for four-and-a-half years, said
he had noidea what kind of commit-
ment he was making when he took on
the task. “I thought the process wnald
mean saying, ‘Hi, how are you, Ma'am®
once or iwice a week 16 a docile tiger,
and that would be the show. Like the
kid who hears he has 1o praciice the
piano every day, | thought, *1 can’t do
this — 1'm 100 busy.” And  ani. Bu |
found somcthing within me that said,
*I really want 10 dohis.™

Actor Dick Van Pauwten made a
commitment of a different kind. lic
agreed 10 tackle an act never hefore
doncona Circusof the Starsshow. Van

o past and aach otthinr Aehert e Kup
£d Hams R
€D MOVIE: The Bonny Goodman Slory

(Mosecat Bageaty 1945) Goodman s ila
from youlh 1o tus dubul at Catnegio Hatl
(s dopictod Steve Allen,

Kennedys highlighted
in cable programs

By Christy Bergslien

Bobby Keanedy: In His Ong Words
airs Tuesday, Nov. 20. HAO takes a
. poignant and intimate look at the life
: of Robent F. Keanedy, Rare and
never-before-scen foatage will be
“shown, and Kennedy's own vaice will

he dubbed over the track.

Truveling hack in time, aclor Rabent

- Hays will attempt 10 rewrite history .
and siive John F. Kennedy in Running
Against Time. The USA Network's
world premiere movie aies Wednes-
day, Nov. 21, and stars Catherine
Hicks and Sani Wanamaker. .

The realdife story of mountain
chmber Molly Ehggins is re-enacted in
Storm and Sosrow, premicring Thurs-
day, Nov, 22, 1n 1974, Higgins and a
geoup ol nternational climbers at.
fempied to summit Peak Lenin in the
USSR, Hut Higgins (played by fon
3} had naceascaling experictice.
heseenery mahe Lifetime production
s apectacular and not 10 be missed.

A toor purade gars on ENT Thussday
and Fodas. Nov. 22 and 23, It
mernment on the maseh as the
adsentures of Tom & Jerey, Bugs,
Datty. I'orky, 'opeye and the PPink
Panther Broadeast i 1wo three-hour
specials,

Davld Souliasues commanda to eight
terocious Bengn! tigora -« (n Polish.

Patten will enter the cage with an
Ame h bear and 1wo
Him v who are neither
muzzled nor deckived sod who have
all of thear teeth, Sin

“Lohave great tespect for these T
18,7 Van Patien sind “And
make no mntake abon ¢l
Becaose 1l yoe don't bave a hitile tear.
Wy not sery healthy, | hnow the bears
<ati ke me out 1 secands af they
dishike e or 51 T do sometlung WIORg.
baan’l wear amy jewelry of belts o
ansthing that will attiact or apnoy
them ™

Other sosmal senn include Morgan
Hritany, who b5 dubbed queen o the
clephants. and Angghilbian, who plays
“now yausee him, how youdon’t with
an elephant .

Although the elephant actsy may seen
tamer than the actis wath the more
ferociaus annmals, the stary work Just
as hard in perfectng tberr acis for the
15th Annual Cucus of e Stars,
accarding to Plul Braverman. wha hasy
been praducing the popolar wild
animal acts smee the show's beginning.
elebrities in animal acts are expeet-
<d to tran seven days s week for wo
solid months.” he said. :

“You can train a s1ar 10 ron thraugh
the paces and perform magnificently,”
Braverman said, “but the maost impor-:
tant thing for our stars 1o remember is
that they must always be the dami
animal in that cage.” TR TETNN
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