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Roy Granger rushed for 184 yards and two touchdowns and
also caught a 41-yard scoring pass for Harrison.

Harrison quarterback Plamen Magdevaki possed for two TDs,
but the Hawka lost the Class BB semifinat shootout 48-38 to

Marlins follow tradition ind

By Dan O'Moara
stalf writor

: The traditlon continues for Farm-
ington Hllls Mecrcy basketball,
though Walled Lake Central did its
best to disrupt the Marllas' amazing
success in postseason play.

. Mercy won lts 14th district cham-
plonshlp in coach Larry Baker's 16
years Friday but only after surviv
ing o fourth-quarter rally by the Vik-
ings.

Junior center Laurce DeMaltla
scored 16 points and led an Impres-
sive showlng at the free-throw Hne
as the Marlins fought off Central 51-
48 In the final of the Walled Lake
Western tournament,

Mercy (16-5) wlll play Royal Oak
Kimball at & tonight in the first
tound of ihe Southfleld-Lathrup re-
gional. The final Is scheduled for 7
p.m, Tuesday. Central finlshes with a
12-10 record.

The Marllns appeared to be on
Easy Street, breaking away from a
21-21 halftime tie and holding a 42-
31 lead early In the final period.

BUT THE VIkings neatly won the
game behind the play of senjor Kar-
yn Koslowski and sophomore Clndy
Mubha, the two of them accounting
for all of Central's 20 points In the
last quarter, Koslowskl had 14 of her
game-high 23 polnts In the second
half, Muba 10 of her 14.

“I told the kids 1t wasn't a matter
of us losing our palse or starting to
choke,” Baker sald. “Credit an ex-
ceptlonal effort by Muha and Kos-
lowskl, They really stepped forward
and played outstandlng basketball,
Those two almost willed Lthe game
Into overtime,”

Mercy still had a 46-38 lead after
Maurcen Paulln's free thtows, but
the Marllns on
thelr next two Kos-
lowskl scored flvo straight points to
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make it a three-point game with un-
der three minutes remaining.

Muha got the Vikings within two,
47-45, and Mercy again made con-
secutlve turnovers. But Central
{alled to capitallze, turning the ball
aver and mlssing a shot on its pos-
sesslons, Central coach Ken Butler
thought Kerr! Kobus should have
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awarded a two-shot foul after driv-
Ing the lane on the second one.
Mercy's Kathleen Gerlgk sank the

scconds left, and Mary Blenlewlez
put back the rebound for a 51-45
lead. Muha sank a triple at the buzz-

er.
“I thaught (Mercy) panicked a it
t

Kathleen Gerigk of Mercy (right) dodges an opponent's elbow
to take posscssion of a looae ball Wednesday when the Marlins
In the second round of the district
Mercy won its socond straight district title Friday

Oxford 6utshoots Hawks

By Dan O'Meara
staft writer

for 102 yards on nine attempis and scored on runs of 33, 10 and 8 yards.
balanced that with six-of-12 passing and another 105 yards,

Offense, offense, offcnse. Everything was offense Saturday in the Class BB
semifinal football game at Jackson Withington Stadlum.

Defense was non-existent as Oxford and Farmlington Hills Harrison com-
blned for an Incredible 86 polnts and 938 yards in total offense white playlng
plng-pong with the footbali,

That wais as unexpected as the result, which had Oxford cutting through a
vaunted Harrison defense for scven touchdowns and a stunning 48-38 victory
over the defending champion Hawka,

The No. 2-ranked Wildcats (12-0) will play Dowagiac for the title at 8 pm.
Saturday in the Pontiac Sliverdome. Top-ranked Harrison, which failed to
make the state final for the first In four years, ends the season at 10-2,

“Harrison foatball 1s like Michigan football,” Oxferd coach Bud Rowley
said. “When'you beat those kids, you beat a great, great tradition.

“WE'VE GOT some great athletes, and we got this one, This is the biggest
win in Oxford athletic hlstory, We felt we had the athletes, the people, to play
with them.”

The amazing dlsplay of offensc featured blg plays by Individuals and saw
the teams score on seven of the first eight possessions, clght of 13 In the first
half and 13 of 22 overall. .

Harrison’s trouble was ts failure to stop the Oxford optlon. Though he
never reached the end zone, tailback Steve McCracken got outside for 193
yards on 21 carries and frustrated the Hawks.

“Nobody has really stopped us all year,” McCracken sald. “It started
worklng, 50 we kept golng Lo it. (The upsct win) is like a dream come true.”

Quarterback Mike Fedorlnchik, the trigger man on the optlon, might have
been more responsible for Oxford's awesome offensive showing. He rushed
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Oxford. The loss ended Harrison’s string of three consecutive
appearances in the final game. -

field-Lathrup. .

and 14th in the last 18 years with o 51-48 victory over Walled
Lake Central. The Marlins play tonight in the regional at South-

Halfback Jeff Beane had 3 yards rushing but scared 3 touchdowns — alt on
1-yard line smashes, Fullback Lee Fragoso added 77 yards on 14 carries,
including 2 48-yarder to sct up Beane's first TD that gave the Wlldeats a 7-0
lead.

“OUR DEFENSE has been good agalnst the power game, but we've been a
little vulnerable to the optlon,” Harrisan eoach John Herrington safd. “They
run it much better than anything we've seen,

“They've got such a varied offense, because they throw out of the slot and
then option it. You've got to get up and make some tackles, and we didn't do
i

Oxford’s defense had as much trouble with the Hawks. The Wildcats bad
480 total yards, 375 of It rushing. Harrison had 456 yards — 386 on the
ground and 90 §n the air.

Roy Granger ran an effective counter sweep 11 times for 184 yards, which
Included scoring runs of § and 54 yards,

He also caught a 41-yard touchdown pass from quarterback Plamen Mag-
devski, who hit six of 21 passes and threw a 19-yard strike to Greg Piscopink
for Harrison’s first TD. ,

Tailback Gary Devine countered McCracken's blg day with 161 yards rush-
tng and a t-yard TD run on 21 carries.

“WE HAD KIDS out there who make you miss on both sldes;” Herrington
sald. “It was a defensive coordinator's nightmare. I really thought the score
would end in the 20s somewhere.”

“I thought four touchdowns would win it,” Rowlcy sald. At the beginning
of the third quarter, I was thinking whoever had It last would win It"

In a game that featured six lead changes, the Hawks scored with 20 sec-
onds left in the first half, cutting Oxford's lead to 28-25 on Granger's TD
catch and Magdevski's conversion pass to Larry Loewen.

The momentum carrled over to the second hall, and Harrison scored the
first two times it had the bail, taking a 38-28 lead. Granger dashed 54 yards
on the counter, and Devine capped a nlne-play drive after Dan Hight's inter-
ception.

But Harrison falled to stop the Wildcats, who scored on their next three
possessions while forcing the Hawks to punt twice.

McCracken picked up the first down on fourth-and-one at the Oxford 41,
and Fedorinchik passed 43 yards to tight end Mike Jensen, setting up Beane's
second TD(38-34).

McCracken sprinted 48 yards to the Harrison 15, and the Wildcats re-
gained the lead, 41-38, on Fedorinchik's second TD run with 8:26 to play,

“I THOUGHT WE would do a lot better on the option,” Herrington sald.
‘*¥e couldn't figure it out; we tried everything."

The Hawks were three-and-out on their next scries after a sure first-down
pass was dropped at midfield. Oxford declded the game wlth o time-consum-
ing drive resulting in Fedorinchlk's third TD.

The Wildcats, who benefited from good ficld position much of the day,
started at the 50 with 7:00 to play, converted a fourth-and-inches play at the
Harrison 26 (McCracken on the carry agaln) and scored with just 1:42 re-
maining. .

“Our klds were under pressure defensivoly to get It stopped (when Harri-
son went ahead 38-28),” Rowley satd. “We have the athletes to make a stop.
We could have folded, but it wasn't going to bappen.

“Oxford can play lootball, We've got the athletes. We happened to put
them In the right spot, get a few breaks and make the right plays.”

The Wildcats needed only 2:49 to open the scoring on Beane's first. run.
Harrlson responded with a three-play drive capped by Magdevski’s pass to
Piscopink, 2nd a 32-yard field goal by Mark Lebovitz made It 10-7.

Ozford sandwiched scoring runs by Fragoso and Fedorinchik around
Granger's §-yarder, putting the Wildeats In front 21-27 with slx minutes Jeft
(n the half. Back-to-back holding penalties (Harrison was penallzed elght
times for 95 yards) put the Hawks in bad field position for the punt, and
McCracken's 44-yard run led to another Beane run and a 28-17 lead for
Oxtord.
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show them something they're not ex-
pecting — and we gol a couple quick
ones, You can atiribute that one to
coaching genlus."”

Walton's driving layup gave Mer-
cy its 42-31 lead, but the Marlins
went nearly six minutes without an-
other {leld goal, relying on seven

the face of Central’s comeback.

Mercy was 21 of 30 shooting free
throws, the Vikings 10 of 14, DeMat-
tla, who got crunched attempting
layups time and again, made eight,
Paulin and Bieniewicz four apicce.

“WE KNOW t(hey're’ not 4" very
physical team,” said Butler, who
chose not Lo play senior Kelly Glen.
nle, the team's second-leadlng
scorer, because she missed practice
Thursday.

“They don’t like the body put on
them. Most teams are afraid and

them. We always do that anyway. 1
had no question In my mind we coutd
win this game.”

While the Marliis took advantage
of the free throws, Central's aggres-
sive and physlcal play had an cffect
on the Marlins, Baker sald.

“Thelr aggressiveness always hurt
us when we lost our coneentration,”
he said. "So it dldn't completely
backflre. They forced us o make
some turnovery.

“I thought we could go Inside with
Laure. That’s just the way they play.
1t's not as much fun when a Carrle
Walton makes a great move, gets
cleaned oul and has to do It at the
{ree throw line."

Central went ahead 19-13 in the
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free throws to malntaln thelr lead in”

back off, but we went right after -

te, which is unlike Mercy," Butler
sald. "They couldn't take the air out

- of the ball because of the pressure
front end of 2 onc-and-one with 13

we put on them. That’s why we're an
up-tempo team — a zlx-palnt lead Is
nothing agalnst us,

“WE ONLY got outplayed for four
minutes of the game, and that was
the first four minutes of the second

hali.™

The Marllns made more ficld
goals [n the first 3% minutes of the
second half than they did in the en-
tire flrst and broke awny to a 33.24
lead. After shooting 23 percent (5-22)
in the flrst half, Mercy made seven
of 19 ficld goals In the third quarter,

Carrie  Walton, who added 11
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points for the Marlins desplte play-
Ing with a severe case of tonsllitis,
scored the first three baskets of the
third period, and Mercy's momen-
tum held for a 36-28 lead at the cnd.
"We sct up a llttle trap we haven't
used since early September,” Baker
sald. “It way one of those sltvations
where the coach plays a hunch ~—

second quarter, but Mercy ratiled to
tle 21-21 after golng nearly cight
minutes without a field goal. A palr
of outslde baskets by Gerigk were

ey,
“The "30 Marlins play well togeth-
er, they move the ball and you never
know who's golng to come through
on a glven night,” Baker sald,



