2MF)

O&E Monday, Novomber 19, 1990

Victims say press coverage

Continued from Page 1

that woman, Julle Frawley, doesn't
mind talking.about it — or having
ber name used — If that can foster
better relations between other vice
tims and the press, All in all, she told
the panel, the reparters she dealt
with were “compasalonate.”

FRAWLEY WASN'T contacted by

a reporter untll a year after the at-

tack, when the rapist was caught. He

turned out to be & serlal raplst, and

- suddenly she was wanted for inter-

views. Admittedly, It was easler for

her to talk about it since 12 monthy
had passed, she said.

, ‘f¥ou feel vulnerabls enough when
you're attacked, and then even more
30 In talking to reporters about It,”
said the Macomb County resident.
“It's hard to describe your feelings.”

Frawley likesed her frame of
mind ‘o what 2 child goes through
who is afrald of “moasters coming
out from under your bed. I felt that
way 24 hours a day for a long time
afterward.”.”

Frawley also had some advice for
reporiers, whom she admired for
belng the only people who could
“look ber in the eyes” shen talking
to her, “Assure me that I'm doing
something good by talking to you,
that Pm belplng the public in some
way.” .

A second panelist, who asked that
ber name not be used, had a differ-
eat story to tell. This woman's plight
never made headllnes, but was
shocking ponetheless. She and her
three daughters suffered 20 years of
physical abuse at the hands of her
former husband whom she divorced
one year ago,

Though she never dealt directly
with the media, ber personal experi-
ence has given her rare Insight Into
how similar domestic violence situa-
tlons are reported. She pointed to the

‘You cover the jump, and the fall, but
not the splash. We'd like to see a little

more splash.’

— Duane LaMoreaux
victim's father

is sympathetic

tlve and negative things to say about
how the press covered thelr highly-
publicized tragedy three years ago.

MOST IN attendance had no trou-
ble remembering the case of 22-
year-old Pam LaMoreaux, who was
found murdered on the bank of Low-
er Straits Lake ln Commerce Town-

the process, he added, the reporter;
destroyed a major plece of evidence.

“Admissible evidence ls very hard:
to come by,” Duane LaMoreaux sald,
ndding that about only 10 percent of,
all evidence obtained is sultable for,
court. .

Another gripe they had with thel
press was a TV story that later ran

th

ship. Her parents, and Du-
ane L aro actlve b

had Chaldean — that “I re-

lived the last moments of her llfe,
the borror she must have known.”
Every day she and her daughters
would rush home to catch the news
and read all they could on the slay-

a grisly death last year
in Canton Township. She was speak-
Ing of the case where a husband was
accused of killing his wife and ator-
ing her body In the famlly freezer.

She sald reporters who dug into
the d waman's

ing, she zald, cailing the ge by
TV and newspapers factual, bal-
anced and fair. The woman sald she
e fact that rep
weren't digging shamelessly Into the

ge of the nurse
from Berkely, Rose Marle Kado,
THE WOMAN, a Blrmingham off-

. lee manager, sald she identified with

the nurse so much — both women

Most newspapers

By Amy Rosa
statf writer

Two police represestatives were
among a panel of professionals last
week who discussed victims of do-
mestic viclence and sexual assault,
and how the media bandle thelr sto-

res,
Detective Sandra Rochford of the
Farmington Hills police, who hes 10
years experfence in handling such vi-
olent cases, told a panel of journal-
ists and victims in Southfield “there
are a lot of simllarities” among al)
violent crimes.

“It's an for
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- each of them,” she added, saylog vic-

tims often feel intimidated by the
press, “There {s 2 stigma attached to
belog Tobeled a sexual assault vietim

" (In the paper).”

That could explain, sald Rochford,
the high number of unreported abuse
and rape cases.

Troy Pollce Lt. Bill Tullock, like
Rochford, sald be Is adamantly
against the reporting of vietims'

Local cities win
pedestrian awards

Farmington and Farmlngton Hills
have ecarned pedestrlan safety

" awards from the American Automo-

bile Assoclation (AAA).

. Both communities will recelve
speclal cltations for outstanding
pedestraln accident records. The cl-
tations recognlze communitles with
outstanding pedestrian death and In-

- jury records.

The citations will be presented
during city councll meetings Dee. &
In Farmington and Nov, 19 {n Farm-
ington Hills,

of the nurse and her
husband,

Particularly, sald the woman, she
was plersed that coverage of the
Rose Marie Kado case has not suc-
cumbed to the level of reporting that

kg1
wrote stories about her less-than vir-
tuous life, including affalrs she'd
had. The results were articles that
almost scemed to justify the hus-
band's actions, she sald.

“Don't print storles blaming the
victlm," was her advice,

Two other panclists, the parents of
a daughter ‘who had been brutally,
raped and murdered, had both posi-

of the Metro Detrolt chapter of Par-
ents of Murdered Chlldren. Duane is
program director.

Duane's {irst plece of advice was
actually more a trulsm.

“Rlght after it's happened the vic-
tim's family is in shock, and proba-
bly won't like your message no mat-
ter what you say.” Thelr family at-
torney handled all initial requests
for Interviews, he sald.

Thelr flrst brush with the media
was stupefying to say the least, when
a TV reporter crossed under the yel-
low pallce tape at the scene “to get a
better look al our daughter's naked
body,” sald Duane LaMorcaux. In

keep victims’ names quiet

names In such storfes, but acknowl-
edged that most metro Detrolt news
organizations adhere to that policy.

Tradltionally, when there is a con-
flict between the “right to koow"
and “the right of privacy,” police
and media often clash during high-
profile abuse or violeace cases. The
key to overcoming that, he added, Is
trust and rapport.

AS AN EXAMPLE, he clted this
year’'s two male rape cases, in which
two Troy teenage boys were abduct-
ed and sexually assaulted at knife
and gun polnt. Tullock sald he told
two local reporters about the first
instance, but asked them pot to write
a story until more Inf was

— who was also worried about belng
Identlfied in the press — when short-
ly afterward the second attack oc-

curred.

"I immediately went to my super-
ors and told them we have to go pub-
e wlith thls now. I caught a lot of
flack from investigators who as-
sured the victim nothing would get

out about it," he sald.
In that case, be ndded, the publie's

right to know clearly outweighed
promises told to the vietlm that the
story would be suppressed for his
privacy. .

To date, nelther vielims' names
have been used by any medla report-
Ing on the attacks.
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known. .
Police were still investigating and
Interviewing the “distraught” victim

Who
it has foi?{r;

w heallthy you are, anyone can fall victim {o an
{llness. When that happens. it's nlce to

a4

have a personal physician you can'turmn to. Someone who knows your
medical history and can promptly respond {0 your medical needs,"

Finding the right physiclan isn’t casy. Thal's why St. Mary Hospltal
oflers a no cost, no abligauon, physiclan referral service. Our representa-
Uives can help you find the right physician speclalist near your home or
work who has convenient office hours and accepts your insurance plan.

il you desire, you can even be connected (o the physiclan’s office for an
appointment. Best of all. the physlician is affillated with St, Mary Hospital
of Livonta. St. Mary has been providing quality care (o area residents for

over 30 years.

474-2010

So. before you look for a physician in the yeltow pages, or complle
a confusing list of names and telephone numbers from Iriends, call

St. Mary Hospital
Physician Referral Service

464-WELL
o

St. Mary Hospleal
herr . VL g an
Liyonen LaCSCAN 1115
r44200

Bt. Mary Health
Care Cantor - Livonia

421-1102

WHEN IS
THE BEST
TIME TO
CALL A
PHYSICIAN?

8¢, Mary Health

27716 7 Mila Ad., 2 Blo!
Mon.-Tuos.-Thurs, ONLY

3 Waost of Inkstor
Explies 12:3-90

Lvonta
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Selected  hardwoods,
cane sides, Olde English finish,
16"\, 9D, 20%"H,

Reg. $124.95
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1.3
and how he might be innocent after]
all. The couple was shocked to Jearry
the reporter the story only on
a letter the murderer had written tol
the station from jall. The reporter,
never checked the facts, lm:lndjng.
trial transcripts, nor contacted any.
of the attorneys on the case. The sto-
ry :’ns wrong, Duanc LaMoreaux
added. .

THE LAMOREAUXS, bowever
had little quarrel with newspapen
coverage of the tragedy. In fact, it
was newspapers  printlng  their;
daughter’s picture that brought forth
witnesses to help convict the mur-
derer, they sald. Still, the parents
called for & more personal and
humane touch to such stories, rathen
than just a pollee-blotter type styld
to them. . :

"You caver the jump, and the fall,
but not the splash. We'd Jke to see &
little more splash,” sald Duang

Moreaux, B
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
ROAD COMMISHION POR
OAKLAND.

IN )2 O]
FARMINGTON JTILLS AND NOV1

Your Blaard of Road Commissiaers for Oek.
1aod Courly and the c1tes of Farmisgioo Hills
ant Novl invite your comments on the.

projeeta 1o replace and widem Tweive Mua

From Your

LUMBER SUPPLIER

Same Famdy, Sam Excefience S nce 1016

28575 Grand

Hours: M-F 7:30-5:30,

River (Near 8 Mile)

Sat. 8:00-4:30

474-6610

Torelvs Mile road wi,
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Lanea (8 e2ch direction) aod & trastltion e Lo
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TKARD OF ROAD COMMISSIONENS FOR
OAKLAND COUNTY

Ty Jobo L Grubds, Mansging Dnpector
Publub November 1

than enough to go around.

From 11:30 8.m,-9:00 p.m. Only *11.95

Our Thanksgiving Dinner Is
Based On An Age Old Idea.

This year, Marriott would tke to Invite your family to Thanksgiving dinner. One conceived
In the finest tradition of the holiday. You'll find a veritable cornucopia of turkey, cranberry
sauce, yams and pumpkin pie, all prepared by
enjoy 1. So come over and bring all your
family and friends. Beeausc when it comes to
hefiday tradition at Mardott, there's more

y our chefs. And the perfect environment to

uvowy\\amoﬂ_

17100 Laurel Park Drive, tivania, Michigan 43152 (313) 462.3100
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