Today’s rockers, Cole Porter ‘team

By David Bauder
AP Newstoatures

The songs of Cole Porter have
come allve zgaln for a cause the
composer couldn't have lmagined
before hls death In 1984,

“Red, Hot and Blue,”" a beneflt al-
bum for AIDS rescarch and rellef,
malches such artists as U2, Slnead
O'Connor, Fine Young Cannlbals,
Neneh Cherry and the Nevlile Broth-
ers (o songs made popular in the
19303 and "40s,

The 20-song CD is a daydream
come true for New York City art
critic John Carlin and his friends at
the New York city law firm that
;m:axa the late songwriter’s trust
und.

"It struck me that the Cole Porter
songs were & wonderful way to make
a contemporary record that would
appeal 1o all sorts of people and de-
liver a message,” sald Carlln, who
wanted to do something for friends
dylng of AIDS.

“Everyone loves Cole Porter,” he
sald. "No one's covered hls sangs for
20 or 30 years. In the back of my
mind, 1 always wondered what it
would be like for David Byme to

.alng a Cole Porter song, or Tom
Waits.”

In those cases, It sounds a lot like
how Byrne and Waits sing their own
songs. But other results will surprise
fans of both Porter and contempo-
rary music — ltke the Jungle Broth-
ers' rap on “I Get a Klck Out of You™
and the torch song stylings of coun-

try star k.d. lang and dance-pop sing-
er Jody Walley. popsiog

“THE SONGS worked better than
we dreamed,” Carlin sald, “What
was a simple love ballad, when
played in this context, took on a dif-
ferent meantng.”

Parter's career stretched from the
'20 through the *50s. Hla songs were
a staple on Broadway and in movies,
and he was known for his bumorous,
often boundary-breaking, treatments
of love and sex.

AIDS, of course, wasn't a wo:
when Porter was around. On a few of
the new versions of Porters songs,
partieularly Cherry's blunt rap to
“I've Got You Under My Skin," the
disease 13 ad .

It was the initia] participation of
Cherry and Byrne that reslly got the
project golng, because ft heiped con-
vince other artists to Join In, Carlln
sald, Carlin and two entertainment
lawyers who wark at the law firm
that manages the Porter trust fund,
F. Richard Pappas and Lelgh Blake,
put it together, .

The album veers recklessly from
style to style. There's the campy
rock duet of Deborah Harry and Iggy
Pop on “Well, DId You Evab,” the
cool soul of Flae Young Cannibals’
“Love for Sale," the African lan-
guage verslon of “Begin the Be-
gulne” by Sallf Kelta and the rollick-
ing Irlsh duet by Kiraty MacColl and
the Pogues on “Miss Otis Regrets.”

Desplte the album’s variety, Car-
lin concedes there's something miss. |
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Fine Young Cannibal — David Steele, Roland Gitt and Andy
Cox — provide a coo! soul version to Cole Porter's “Love for
Sale"” on “Red, Hot and Blue.”

also because, be sald, that communl.
ty is without a doubt the most homo-
phoblc In the music business.

Last year, the Gay Men's Health
Crisls in New York Clty dropped the
band Guns 'N Roses from an AIDS

ing. The album has no Latin Influ-
ences and not enough black volees,
an Important omission considering
the impact of AIDS in these com-
munlties.

AND THERE are no heavy metal
artists.

Carlin sald the lack of hard rock
artists was largely by deslgn be-
cause he dldn't feel the genre was
appropriate to Porter's songs. It's

benefit concert after organization
volunteers noted the lyrics to one of
thefr songs, “One 1a a Milllon,” con-
talned the lyrics: “Immigrants and
faggots, they make no sense to me.”
Sev:r_nl artists asked to partlcl-
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up’ on benefit CD

pate retused because of the stigma
attached to AIDS and homosexuall-
ty, Carlin sald.

““There were a few big artlsts,"” he
sald. “I don't want to glve the names
of people who didn't do it for the
wrong reasons. I'm surprised at how

. many artists we dld get.”

‘The only artist Carlin will reveal
who turned down a request to partic-
lpate was Prince, but it had nothlng
to do with homophabia. Carlin said
he wanted him to record a version of
“Iet’s Misbehave,” but Prince was
too busy on his “Graffitl Bridge”
movie and soundtrack.

WHEN ORGANIZERS ap-
proached an artist to ask for involve-
ment, they suggested a tune from the
Porter songbook. Most took the ad-
vice. Some artists, Including Mac-
Coll and Watley, had their own ideas
for songs,

“We wanted the album to be very
modern and very youth-oriented,”
Carlln sald. “We wanted a club
sound, not an Ella Fitzgerald sound.”

Watley, known for her dance mu-
sic, remembered a  Fltzgerald
recording she listened to as a child to
use as a model for her version of
“After You, Who.” She said she re)-
ished the chance to sing a jazz tune,
something she can't do on hér own
records.

“After recording this song I've

been asked by virtuslly everyonc
who heard it, ‘Are you going to do an
album like this?'” Watley sald.
“Even my mom asked me that.”

An expert on Porter's work said
he's excited about the project and .
predicted that Porter would have
been, too.

“The man was insatiable in his cu-
riosity and he traveled all over the
world to listen to al) kinds of perfor-
mances of his-musle,” sald Robert
Kimball, who's written and edited
several Hooks on Porter’s music. “"He

' was genuinely open to all different

Interpretations. My feellng ‘is he
would have reacted very enthusias.
tically teit.”

A $0-minute TV special, featuring
videos of artists performing their
Porter songs, is scheduled {o alr on
ABC-TV at 11:30 p.m. Saturday, Dec.
1. A video cassette s expected to by
released next year.

The lawyers have formed a non-
profit corporation called King Cole
Inc. that will funnel profits from
"Red, Hot and Blue” to AIDS organ-
lzations all over the world. A com:
mittee of representatives from the
project, including musiclans  and
filmmakers, will recommend which
charities receive the money.
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Few dining experiences compare to what
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you will enjoy at The Chambertin:
market-fresh meats, poultry, fish .
and vegetables prepared as you
like them. Specialties that in-

clude roasted rack of lamb, ' :
\\: .. béefwellington, fresh saute- ;
. ed Colorado brook f {
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»  trout, baked shrimp
\ ”~ enchemise. And ser- . :
\\. \ Vicethat'sattentive, but notoverdone, H
e \\ This combination of Old World {
\ service, a superb kitchen and
\ . The Chambertin‘s atmos-
phere explains why — once
introduced to the Chambertin

—~ s0 many people come back
again and again.

Co
7 AN -
Gl

22900 Michigan Avenue, located in the Holiday Inn Dearborn,
For seservations, call 2786900
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