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"By Branda Dooley
staff writer

" Listeners arc WDET-FM's lifc-

* blood.

And this ls the time of year
"Wayne State Universlty's public ra-
* dio station calls on Its audience for

_support.

Winding down the station’s sem|-

* annual, fall fund-raising campaign,
- WDET staff members and volun-
“teers — numbering 500 — hoped to
“ralse $380,000 from listeners,

- Midway through the campaign,
statlon officials said their goal was
within reach. Just where does all
*the money go?

Say the words “publlc radio” and
‘most people confure fmages of

" small, student-run operations fl-

;mm:cd mostly by unlversitles and

grants.
But that's not the way it Is at
WDET.

“People have thls myth about
"public radlo,”" sald Judy Adams,
.WDET'2 program directer. “We
are not college students by any
means. About 9% percent of our
“hosts are on the payroll. We have
professlonal announcers and pro-
fessional news people — we're far
from a student staff.”

ADAMS IS quick to polnt out “jt
costs just as much moncy to run a
public station as it does a commer-
cial statlon.”

“But we can't bill people,”

WDET

‘Radio station asks listeners’ support

Robert Jones, host of “Blues from the Lowlands" and di-
rector of Detrolt Radio Information Service.

Adams sald. "So we have (o use an
honar system.”

Adams said WDET pays
$100,000 gnnually in

Maore than 40 percent of WDET's
listeners live in Oakland County, in
the communities of Birmingham,

dues to National Public Radio, The
statlon also spends thousands of
dollars In addition for NPR pro-

grams.

But that's not alt. Adams sald it
costs $30,000 a year to distribute
programs such as “Ed Love’s Evo-

lution of Jazz" over the satelllte.

Other costs include malntalning
an extenslve compact disc library

+ “All Things Considered”
© host Nkenge Zola.

and paying who play in
the popular Saturday night broad-
cast "Detrolt Jazz Allve.”

A large portion of the menecy
raised by the station thls year also
will be used to buy a $200,000 tow-
er that wll) hold a powerful new ra-
dlo antenna, Adams said.

“Not only that, but the electric
blll alone is thousands of dollars.”

To stay on the air, WDET
appeals to lts listeners twice a
year, (n fund-raisers every spring
and fall. The most recent on-alr
pledge drive was Nov, 9-18,

LISTENER contributions ac-
count for 53 percent of the statlon’s
operating budget, Adams said. But
tradltionally just 8 percent of
WDET listeners calt In pledges.

West Troy,
Rochester and Farmlngton, just to
name a few.

“The majority of our listeners
are better educated than the aver-
age radio audience, and their In-
come bracket is generally higher,
which you tend to find In Oakland
County. But we also get llstencr-
ship from Detralt, Ann Arbor and
the southeastern suburban areas,”

WDET's audlence has quadru-
pled since 1984, when the station’s
format changed from a mostly
classical and jazz format to a wide
varlety of programming, Adams
sald.

As the radio attracts more lls-
teners, station officials stepped up
their fund-raising efforis. This
fall's $380,000 pledge drive goal,
for example, was higher than in
previous years.

Other sources of financlal sup-
port, which account for 47 percent
of the station’s budget, are co-3pon-
sorships, grants, gifts from corpo~
ratlons and Wayne State Universi-
ty.

SEVERAL COMPANIES un-
derwrile programs by contributing
to WDET but targeted the money
for a speclfic program.

Underwriters to WDET pro-
grams include Hudson’s, Ameri-
tech, Unisys, Harmony House, Erb
Lumber, Detroit Edison, Borders
Book Shop, Dana, Beresh Jewelers,
It's the Rltz in Blrmingham, North.
west Alrlines and Unlon Street Sa-
loon.

“All of l;ur income comes from
contributions,” Whitney sald.

In addition to the pledge drives,
WDET appeals to lstencrs by scek-
Ing contributions by mall, conduct-
Ing telemarketing surveys and in-
cluding pledge forms in program
guldes.

Listeners see their money at
work simply by tuning Into the sta.
tlon's diverse programmlng sched-
ule.

"Most people appreclate.a wide
varlety of muslc and programs,”
Adams said. “Our programming
has to be geared 10 everyone. We
try to bring people together be-
cause the airwaves are open to ev-
eryonc. Every listener s equally
important to us.”
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Phone volunteer Norm Doerr was one of many helpmg filt
out WDET pledge cards.

Tie One On.

Dick Isham, vice president and genoral man-
ager of the Observer & Eccentric Newspa-
pers, ties a red ribbon onto a company truck
in support of safe driving during the upcom-
ing holldny season. The OAE Newspapers
are one of the corporate co-sponaors of the
Mothers Agalnat Drunk Driving safe driving

JIM JAGOFELD/stalt pholographee

campalgn. They are distributing the red rib-
bons in all editions of today’s nowspaper in
cooperation with MADD and the volunteers
of GM, UAW No, 483 Jobs Bank. Additional
red ribbons are avallable in the lobblea of all
five offices of the OAE Newspapers or by
calling 591-2300, Ext. 441,

Hills studies condo services

By Casey Hans
stalf writer

" Following a number of complaints from Farmington
Hills condomlnium assoctations, clty officials are study-
iog what city scrvices should be offered to the mostly
private subdivislons.

- With the growlng number of condominium communi-
ties In the Hills, complalnts have also grown about the
lack of city services that are offered to otber, single
iy home nelghborhoods.

The lssue was never reviewed before, but it will be.
“The city just hasn't done It,” said city manager Wil-
liam Costlck, responding to a request from the Cross.
winds Condominlum Assoclation, who appeared before
the clty councll Nov. 12. “Thls is an issue that should be
rethought.”

+ Costlck sald he would ask the clty councll to address
{be Issuc in o study session In the near future, and that a
dectslon would likely be made after the flrst of the year.
Discusslon will center around whether to conslder gar-
bage removal for condominlum communities, and even
whether to make the streets public.

+ Most condominlum communities bullt their own se)f-
contained communitles with private streets, and con-

lrnc! privately for garbage, snow removal and read re-

Cundnminiums have ‘become popular over the past
decade, offering resldents ownership In their homes, but
a comblned ownership In the grounds and ather common
areas, Residents pay a monthly malntenance fee to han-
dle common expenses.

One of the major sctbacks (o any consideration ls that
most condominlum roads are not bullt to elty speclfica-
tlous, such as width, Costick sald. Another concern are
the growing costs of city services. Costick estimated it
could cost upwards of $500,000 per ycar to service the
city’s condomlinium communities for garbage services.

The city has “four or flve times” the number of con-
dominlum communitles than what it had In 1980, he
said.

City attarncy John Donohue sald the city’s current
policy of not providing services in condomlnium assocl-
ations was challenged and upheld in the courts in the
197G=, “But that doesn’t mean the policy can't be
changed,” he added.

Councilman Aldo Vagoxxl sald the dlscussion wonld
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