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Olivet head football coach Dominic Livedoti
stands along the sidelines in a stance that
might lead someone to mistake him for Chi-
cago Boars coach Mike Ditka.

olb‘ll.l. HANSEN
The chnn from the fans don’t seem to bother a brown cow who grazes peacefully beside the
"cnd zone at Olivet College’s Griswold Stadium.
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Away from the recruiting violations, sterold scan-
uma! calling for the coach’s
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ing for gold in a stream. He gets by with what's left
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“T look for a kid with a big heart,” Livedotl sald.
“Maybe one from.a blg family with eight other kids
beun:c I-know they probably had to fight for every-

“WHAT I'M SELLING here i3 the environment, the
you have at a place like this.
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they would probably end up here.
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gan football -
14 Fiel Here, you might be In
" game at Griswold Field, dents Iostea

‘The gaine {s one of several NCAA Division III foot-
ball match-ups oo this day. For Ollvet, a privato
school with 750 students, this is a chance to finish with
the first winning record since 1974.

All that quickly grows less important as the day

1ds before & small, but enthuslastic audience.
'l'imeelrl left this brand of colleglate athletics un-

No scholarships, TV contracts or season ticket reve-
nue on thhlev:l — just tradition and intimacy,

“Follow me,” sald Olivet assistant coach Bob Ku-
bukn!url.nuvdud.ughlmnu a pair of visitora. ‘It
anyone asks, I'll tell them you're recruits,”

Kublak leads the palr into the Kirk Center where
breakfast of steak and spaghett! is being served to the
Olivet players three houra before kick-off,

" KUBIAK JOINS other coaches at the roundtable
the cafeteria. The coaches are all wearing white
sweaters except for one -~ Dominie Livedot! who is
the head locuull coach at Olivet. The moustached gen-
tleman might be mistaken for Mike Ditka. He begins
(o Jeave whea be notices some unfamilalr faces.

Livedoti introduces himself and sits down. Without
much pmrnytlng. he begins discussing Olivet and the
allure of small-time college football. Imagine Bo
Schembechler or George Perles chewlng the fat witha

The game between Adrlan and Olivet was a
thriller with Olivet pulling to within three
points with 2:07 left.

Partisan Olivet fans give thelr team a rousing cheer as the Comets pull within three

polnts of rival Adrian Bulldogs.

‘I look for a kid with a
big heart. Maybe one
from a big family with
elght other kids
because | know they .
pmbpbly had to fight
for everything.’ . -

— Dominic Livediti
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& classroom with 18 other stu-
d being In an aunditorium where the in-
structor iy a video,”

Such'an atmospbere brought Livedoti back to Olivet
College, where he starred ‘as a recelver for the
Comets. He held the team's single game recelving

record and career pass receptions wilh 83,

He left West Bloomfield High Schml to coach at
Olivet, whose football program was in disarray. So
hr, no £00d. The Comets batlled for the MIAA title

te three early-season ght respec-
ublllty back woum. football team.

th him are West Bloomileld High ;llyerl such as
nlnnln( back Dan , corner back Chris Al-
exander and linebacker Tom Lamb. Another member

of his backfleld, Todd Pu.lck, plays with one arm.
A person walks into the cafef wilh a potential
recruit. Livedoti excuses himself and leaves. H:n;n-
a

. stantly warms up to the teenager with a retalner

pin-decorated varsity jacket.

“What do you play son?,” asked Livedot!, putting his
arm around him as they exit. “Runnlng back and line-
backer, huh. Wetl 1 hlve a nmnlng back with one arm
and he's as tough as nalls

A WALK THROUGH the cak tree-lined campus be-
fore reveals liitle pre-game revelry, Just qulet tradi-
tion,

Olivet College was founded in 1844 by Congregation-
alists frory Ohlo and New Eagland. The school opened
its doors to women and

The school has been a charter member of the MIAA
slnce 1888, The league also includes Albjon, Alma, Cal-
vin, Adrizn, Hope and Olivet has the
smallest enroliment of the bunch.

The town of Olivet itsclf scems oblivious to the im-
portance of today's game, The downtown occuples two
blocks, There is a plzzeria, a pharmacy, a snack shop
and a grocery store. City hall and the pollee depart-
ment share one storefront-sized bullding.

We look for a pregame party inslde the town's tav-
ern, The Coach Light Inn, The only fanfare in the dark-
ened bar s the whiring noise of the ceiling variety.

An older man in a battercd baseball cap eats a bam-
burger while another in flannel shirt drinks a Pabst
Blue Ribbon and watches TV. The waltresses talks

_loudly about how she lost welght after she quit drink-

ing beer.

AS THE NOVEMBER sun casts an orange Unt
through the Jeaf-barren branches, the serenlty of the
walk down Maln Street to Griswold Fleld is enly Inter-
rupted by a few passing cars astray dog.

Outside the gates, there are no ticket scalpers. Heck,
there’s not even any tickets. Instead a palr of students
work the eptrance. One collects $4 from each adult;
the other sells programs.

The Ollvet team of 89 players walks down Maln
Street from campus in two rows holding hands. The
marching band, with 19 members, arrives to play the
school fight song and the National Anthem,

During the first half, Olivet scores the first touch-
down. ‘The bome stand Is filled with people attired in
red and white — the school's colors. Across the field, a
amall jury box of people cheer for Adrian. A brown
cow grazes behind the scoreboard.

Quarterback Pete Mazzon), who is a Livonla Steven-
son graduate, connects with Larry Anshschuetz for a
10-yard tochdown pass. The air lets out of the Olivet
crowd like a vacuum cleaner bag.

AT THE HALF, Adrian players sit with their should
pads and jerseys off on the grass hehind the restrooms,
‘The Olivet band performs and hen is followed by an
Irish setter who catches Frisbees,

Three more cows and 2 calf convene behind the
scoreboard as the second half commences.

Olivet pulls to within three polnts on Shrewsberry’s
1-yard plunge with 2:07 left. The Comets try an on-slde
kick but the Bulldogs recover.

The band plays “Tequilla” to perk up the home
crowd as the clock winds down.

After the final whistle, fans apd famlly filter onto
the fleld. Shrewsberry gets a hug from his mother as
he walks off.

Livedot! stays around to talk as the afternoon sun
begins to fade Into another fall night. An xtumna con-
gratulates him on the team's season, which concluded
5 and 3-2 in the MIAA.
don't you come back to the house and I'll get
you a cap,” Livedotl sald to the Olivet grad as they
walk off the field together,

By then, even Lhe cows could go home.




