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Hand-set letterpress: key to creativity

By Cathlesn Colline Les
special writar

HEY BOUGHT it in the late '60s for $150, And

they had no idea what they were getting [nto.

It was an old, hand-set Jetterpress. Ann

and Ken Mikolowakl, part of a thriving com-

munlty of artists and writers centered in Detrolt’s Cass

Corridor, bought the press to bring contemporary poet-

ty to the public. But they didn't begin to realize how
time-consuming and difficult a hand-set press can be.

“We thought we bad all the time in the world and
that we could do anythlng. This was the '60s,” sald Ann,
with a laugh,

A litde older and wiser, the Mikolowakis now know
they can’t do absolutely anything, but they certainly
can operate a printing press. For the past 20 years,
under the name The Alternative Press, they have used
the press to publish intriguing, bumorous and thought-
ful comblnations of poetry and visual Images In very
accessible formats.

A sampling of thelc posteards, bumper stickers,
bookmarks and broadsides ls on display now through
Sunday, Nov. 25, In the Exhiblt Gallery alongalde the
lbrary at Madonna College, Schooleraft and Levan,
Livonia.
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IMMERSED IN 2n active arts community, the Miko-
lowskls were dismayed that contemporary poetry of-
ten lacked an outlet 2nd an audience.

When they bought the press, they became, In effect,
publlshers, {ree to print the art and poetry that they
valued 30 much. They combined their taleats, Kenisa
poet and Ann Is an artlst, to print poems and hand
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them out for frec on street corners.
“We tigured If we took a single poem rather than a
gathering, and if we made it and 3

Bradley Jones' oil painting, which deplcts
violence. through a car with bullet holes
and gh a pool of blood and a gun on

maybe we could reach people,” Ken sald,

Ploase turn to Page 2

the pavement, was .used on the cover of
this poctry book. He's a former Casa Corri-
dor artist. .
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Above: This is one of a series of original postcard designs, mixing paint, collage and ob-
jects, by Detroil arfist Paul Schwarz. He often mixea worda with images. Righl: New Yorker

Sally Young, formeriy of Detroit, produced this cil-crayon postcard, olso part of a serles of

original postcard deslgns. =b
Bho10s by JIM JAGDFELD/sIalt photographor

Appreciate blessings

Dear Readers: This Thursday is
_Thanksglving Day, a time to give
thanka for our blessings. Things
aren't perfect in the world now with
cconcerns over Lhe Perslan Gulf,
crime, druga and a alow slide into re-
cesslon, among others.

But the world never has been per-

fect and It never will be, and we H .
andica

need to remember that for every DURING THE upcoming hollday ! P

negative, there are always many geason, set aside a little time to Units

more positlves,

Life itself Is a blessing, onc that
‘can and should be appreclated every
day. As you awake cach day, be
thankful for each breath of Jife —
ang for warmth, clothing, food and
‘freedom.

 Tell yourself it will be a good day,
and then make it the best you can.
Thank God for zmall things llke
toothpaste, halr dryers, comfy chairs
and the morning paper. Have grati-
tude for hot running water, clectric
lights, expresaways and your car.

Despite the warta, be grateful for
the myrlad of not-so-small things
like a job, insurance, computers,
aports and entertalnment and stores
loaded with every kind of mer-
chandlse, Bo glad for your family,
fricnds and places to go with your
problems like the medical profes-
slon, support groups, your church,
synagogue or charitable organiza-
tlons.

For younger people who have

grown up with every possible advan- -

tage, it may be difficult to really ap-
preciate how much they have and
how little so much of the rest of the
world has. As Thomas Paine sald:
MWhat we obtain too cheap, we es-
teem too lightly; ‘tis dearncss only
which glves everything its value.”
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share something of yourself with
others less fortunate. Contribute to
one of the many organizations that
pravlide holiday dinners to the needy.

‘When you are part of a large fami-
Iy group, 1t's easy to forget haw lone-
Iy others may be. Perhaps you could
Invlle an extra pergon or two to joln
your own gathering, even If they
aren't your favorite people.

1f you're afrald you'll be lonely on
Thanksglving Day, and are able, get
off your duff and do something for
someone clse. Find somcone else
who would appreclate your compa-

ny.

Invite several dlifferent peaple to
your place and ask each one to bring
& dish, vislt shut-lns, help serve In
one of the bread lines, take a single
person out to eat or call pomeone
long distance who you know will be
alone.

Since {t's better to glve than to
recelve, don't walt for others to “do
unto you.” By thinking of others,
you'll automatically remove the
focus from yoursell and feel less
lonely. Try lt! You'll be thankful you
did.

Dorothy Lehmkuhl is a Bir-
h based time ¢
ment consultant.
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offees uliimate in elegant living, Including: + 2300 sqt. fi. 2 bedsooms, 2 baths, den and glass enclosed
sunmom ¢ Health cbul facitities including indoor pool, sauna, whirlpool and exercise room.
* Social room « Garge with storage lockee + Full slse washer and dryer « Helivopter Tanding pad.

! A exclusive private community nested amang marture teees, winding steeams and a spring-fed lake, Glen Oaks

Adjacent to

w20aksMall  Furnished Corporate Suites Available

P

S

(IXURY_APARTMENTS )

‘1,100




