Oakland to battle gridlock with high tech -

By Pat Murphy
staff wrilor

Oakland County efflclals want to
reduce trafflc problems by making
signal lights smart enough to divert
molorists away from congestlon,

County commissioners have tenta-
tively agreed to provide $2 mitllon
so Qakland can qualify for $70 mil-
Jion in federa) money for a high-tech

traffic pilot program.

‘The project s designed to compu-
terize and coordinate more than 160
traffle signals in the City of Troy
within two years and subsequently
within a 63-square-mile area in flve
years.

The expanded arca, which In-
cludes 27 communltles, la bounded
by Orchard Lake Road on the west,
Dequindre on the east, South Boule-
vard qn the north and Elght Mile

Road on the south.

Troy was sclected as the test area
because it contains a significant por-
tion of I.75 as well as other state and
county highways, sald John L. Grub-
ba, managing director of the Road
Commlssion for Oakland County.

Grubba outlined the high-tech pro-
gram Thursday during a meeting of
the Finance Commilttee of the Oak-
Jand County Board of Commisston-
ers.

Traffic plan raises questions

By Pat Murphy
staff writer

COMMISSIONERS were happy to

‘The road commisslon would try to
find the money, Grubba said. But
given the loss of revenue because of
reduced gasoline sales, “We'd proba-

road maintenance. “I can sce having

this wonderful system while the

roads crumble,” she said,
MAINTAINING roads is not relat-

GRUBBA also asked for the §2
million as “seed money.” The com-
mittee authorized the $2 million, but
the full board must vote on it, proba-
bly next month,

“We have identified a very exclt-
ing, workable traffic flow control
system that already has a high de-
gree of demonstrated success in Eu-
rope” and other places, sald Grubba.

Grubba said the prof system
involves putting traffic sensors and
automated television cameras at
varjous intersections to moniter the
flow of trafflc.

By detecting which highways are
clogged and diverting motorlsts to
alternative routes, the so-called Ad-
vanced Traffic Management System
reduces time spent 1dling Lo traffle
by about 40 percent and speeds traf-
fic flow by 20 percent, Grubba said.
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Advanced Driver Information Sys-
tems will derive additional beoefit
from the system, Grubba sald, be-
cause thelr on-board computers can
pick up signals more quickly and
advise (he driver accordingly.

Y
Equlpplng cars with ADIS is up to.

Individual motorists, Grubba sald.
Automakers expect lo make the
technology available in the mid
1890s.

THIS IS the ideal time to Install
ATMS, Grubba sald, because the
technology is cvolving and federal
offlelals are willing to tnvest tax dol-
lars on testing projects.

“We're probably going to have to
Install this system anyway,” Grubba
sald, because ATMS Is believed to be
the most efflclent way of managing
traffic congestion.
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moves now, federal dollars “are
available,” said Grubba, who has
been conducting private discussions.
with state and ledernl officials ioi
more than & year.

But Oakland must expedite IIJ
plans and its grant applications,
Grubba said, and compete with other
communitles also moving in that di-
rection.

Although Oakland has been as-
sured Its grant application will be
recelved favorably, the Federa¥
Highway Admlnlstration is cuttin; lﬁ
back on the money it allocates

communlties, while competition for:
that money Is getting tougher. -

“But Oakland County can b
among the first (to qu:ll!y for feder-’
al funds) because we're the furthest*
ahead” in planning, said County ExX-*
ccutive Danlel T. Murpby who hats
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register at the meeting.

Commission, P.O. Box 30002, Lansing, Michigan, 48909

A public hearing will be held in Lansing, at the Capitol Com- ™
mons Center, 400 S. Pine Street, starting al 4 p.m. on Tues-
day, November 27, 1990. Any interested party may speak. _.
Register in advance by calling (517) 373-8066. Or, you may- *
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Read. Then Recyde.

Here's how.it works:

First, you rmuse have a
touch-tone telephone. !
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an ad, cancel one or
change something on one

m:d carlier.

it'scight

s
()cluck atnight and you've |
just realized that the cupid i

CLASSIFIED

WAYNE COUNTY 581-0900 - OAKLAND COUNTY 844-1070 « ROCHESTER-ROCHESTER HILLS 852-3222

Now, it doesn't make any
difference @ swhat time it is.

on the clock you're selling
plays a tin whistle. It's a good
selling point, so you punch up
our classificd number and wait
for the operator to guide you
through the steps for changing
your ad. Have in mind the
cxact information you want to
give us, speak clearly and a bit
slower than you usually do.
And that's it.

If it's after 5:00 p.m. on
Tuesday, your changes will be
made for the next Monday
paper. Or, if it's after 5:00 p.m.
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on a Friday or the
. weekend, your changes
+ will hit the Thursday
! papers.
" Pretty neat, huh?
| _ Of course, our
1 Classified Ad Takers are
| here every Monday
| through Thursday from
i 8:00 a.m. until 5:30 p.m.
and until 5:00 p.m. each
l Friday. But now, if you
| miss them, you can still
; do something about your
| nd—at your convenience,
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MEET MICHEL BERNARDAUD

Thursday November 29, 3 to 3:30 p.m,,
Your are imded to see g special colfectron of Bermardaud and
Manutacture Rovale dmpensare and grbware...
president of this prestigious company, 1t s st owned and operated

by the amnat toundmg mify who began producing this exceptionally
e china over 230 vears ago i Limoges, France. M. Bernaudaud

will be pleased to wign the pieces you purchase at this tme.
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