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Jett Cohen, the fve di and f
of Falrness & Accuracy in Reporling, gave a
fecture at Roma's of Livonia Wednesday.

By Larry O'Connor
staff writer *

‘The news from Jeff Colicn Is that we're not getting
allof it.

The executive director and founder of Falmess &
Accuracy [n Reporting zaid during a Wednesday lec-
ture at the Livonla Town Hall that a lot of news s not
being written about or szen in the medla.

Corporate domination of the media, stories
“mlssed” by the press and news outlets that blindly
swallow the government line were just some of the
subjects discussed by Cohen. The Town Hall audlence,
at Roma's of Livonin, listened intently.

In a way, Cohen's ap; at the Town Hall
meeting rings with a bit of irony. This is the samo Jelf
Cohen who in 1989 led a student protest at North
Farmingten High School to repeal the dress code,

- The rebel had returned, neatly attired In a blue
Bports coat and tle, espousing views that have not
changed much from the late 1960s, during the helght

of the protest movement.

“It's important to discuss the media in the Unlted
States,” sald Cohen, a 1969 graduate of Nerth Farm-
Ington. "We're probably the most media-dominated
culture in the history of the world.”

When 98 percent of the households in the U.S. have
television sets, whien two-thirds of the population gets
Its news from TV, when more than half of U.S, eitlzens
can identify Judge Wapoer from “The People's Court"”
and less than 10 percent can identify the Chief Justice
of the Supreme Court, Cohien has & palnt.

So, General Electric’s ownership of NBC, the merg-
Ing of Time and Warner and Gannett’s ownership of 90
daily newspapers, 40 weekly pewspapers and 26
broadeast outlets should be a concern — or at least
pose a question: Who really shapes the news we read
and hear?

Cohen belleves he knows the answer,

His prime example is GE's ownership of one of the
country’s largest TV networks, Cohen sald GE Is one of
the leading weapons preducers, makes profits from
“Star Wars” technology and doesn’t have a stunning
environmental record.

GE s also Tom Brokaw's boss.

A major confllct of interest exists there, in his opin-
{on. Those who own the media have a say in what's
reported.

COHEN ESTIMATES 25 corporatioas dominate the
media in this country. If present trend continues, he
added, the number could dwindle to half a dozen.

Too much power concentrated In too few hands is a

;Activist says corporations dominate media

threat to liberty was a basle tenant of conservative
thought, Cohen said. Today’s conservatives have not
been critical of Lbe current trend, mainly, he sald, be-
ause corparations that own TV statlons and newspa-
pera tend to be conservative.

“They belleve if corporations continually gobble up
most of the medla,” Colien aald, “it will help conserva-
tives dominate the media an out other palnts
of view, especlally those polnts of view that don't have
big money behind them.

*“To us at FAIR, GE ownlng NBEC Is not the scariest
thing," Cohen added. “What's scarier Is GE was al-

- have been treated.

“He (Kovic) did get on,” Cohen sald, “but he was
treated rudely in a way Henry Kissinger never would

‘COHEN IS also critical of the print media. He labels
the New York Times and the Washington Post “propa-
gandists” for the government, and sald unnamed
sources often supply a good deal of the news to those
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lu{%“‘a.lly papers, privately owned and removed from
the Washington scene, do a better job of reporting on
the Persian Gulf crisis, he sald.

FAIR was founded in 1986 to cxamine med!a bias,

fved right wing one. The public in-

lowed to take over one of the largest and it
the medla.”

_ wasn't even debated in

Missed stories are numerous. He ciles the savings
and loan crises, the impact of the budget deficlt and
the actual number of civilians killed during the Pana-
ma invaslon as examples,

But U.S, involvement in the Perslan Gulf is where
the media has been particularly remlss, in his oplnion.
The press should have questioned the military's objec-
tive from the start of the crisis, he sald.

Instead, Cohen sald, the media was too busy praising
Prestdent Gearge Bush In & jingolst fashion about how
swlitly he acted.

“NOW IT'S too late, he zald. “The question we
should bave been asking from the start s, *Are we
willing to risk tens of thousands of American lives, in
addltion to Innocent Arabs lives, in order to protect the
border of Kuwait?",”

News shows such as ABC-TV's “Nightline” and PBS-
TV’s “MacNeil-Lehrer Report” have not set a good
exemple. Part of the problem is the experts inter-
viewed on these shows,

Cohen points to a study conducted by FAIR on
“Nightline.” The group studled 885 programs with
2,496 guests. ’

The report released in February 1982 concluded
guests on the show hosted by Ted Koppel tend to be
white and male and members of the conservative gov-
ernment, or military and corporate elites,

Some of the most frequent guests Included Henry
Klssinger and Alexander Haig (14 appearances as of
February 1989). Klssinger and Haig have also been on
“Nightline” during the Persian Gulf crisls,

Cohen sald minoritles, who make up a good portion
of the saldiers being sent to the Persian Gulf, or people
like Ron Kovic, on whose story “Born on the Fourth of
July" Is based, would offer dlffering oplnjons.

Kovie was recently on “Nightline” debating U.S. in-
volvement in the Perslan Gulf with General Willlam
Westmoreland.

a p
terest group 1s based In New York and counta on mem-
bership dues and charitable foundations for money.

Jackson Browne, Daryl Hannah, Casey Kasem,
Studs Terkel and Little Steven Van Zandt are on
FAIR's Advisory Board.

Cohen has & law degree and Is an Inactive member
of Callfornia Bar, He has written several investigative
articles for magazines, Including Rolling Stone,
Mother Jones and The Nation.

Before starting FAIR in 1988, Cohen had been In-
volved in a number of consumer activist groups. He
worked with CAUSE in Los Angeles, a group fighting
utility rate increases; Alliance for Survival, an anti-
nuclear organization; and the Southern Christlan Lead-
ershlp Conference, a civil rights group.

Often, Cohen worked In medla relations with those
organizations, which steered him toward starting
FAIR.

Cohen's activism, though, can be traced back to his
days at North Farmington High School. There, he led 2
atudent protest to repeal the dress code, Ho was also
Involved in the school's underground newspaper, Con-
sclentious Objector.

A PICTURE [n a ncwspaper shows Coben holding a
plcket sign aaying, ‘Let My People Grow (Halr).'

“1 tricd to grow a beard,” sald Cohen, who was No, 1
singles player on the school tennis team, “You could
hardly sec it. It was just a few whiskers, They (school
administration) asked me to go home and shave it off
and when I dldn’t they suspended me.”

The protest proved, fruitful. Next year, the dress
code was revised to allow Jonger halr for boys and
slacks for girls. By then, Cohen had graduated.

One of the women in the Town Hall audlence was
the wife of the one the assistant prinelpals at the time.

“In 1869 I was an outsider, a protester,” Cohen said.
“We've been able to bridge that generational gap . . .
Idon't have to protest anymore to be heard.”

Ground broken on senior development

By 'Susan Buck
staff writer

Ground-breaking ceremonles for the Freedom Square
senjor housing development on Freedom Road, east of
Drgke Road, were held recently on land donated by
Ropald and Catherine former F:

:oloperwvcly to sce that the project becomes success-
L.

Construction of the 112-unit profect is expected to be-
gln Dec. 1, with completion one ycar later, according to
ico-ch / d FCA Sen-

per,

u!
lor Citizens' Housing Corporation.
With from the

HIlis residents.

The Hanaways donated 10 acres of land to the clty in
1984 with the stipulation that the land be used exclu-
sively for elderly housing,

“It's & win-win situation,” said Steve Brock, asslstant
to the Farmington Hllls city manager. “We're working

State Housing De-
velopment Authority, will bulld and operate the 9%-
acre slte. That means 22 (20 percent) of the 112 unlts
will be subsidlzed.

Some $266,000 paid by FCA Senior Citizents Houslng

' Corporation to the city for the land, will be used for
said.

senior cltizens programs, B

KSI FREE SEMINAR

Select Quality Kitchen

“How to
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Cabinets”

AMERICA'S CABINCTMANELR
- Bt i

WED.- NOV. 28
AT OUR LIVONIA SHOWROOM

th - 6:30 M-8 PMm

JOIN US FOR
THIS SPECIAL EVENT.

Bring your questions and your
kitchen dimensions. We will
demonstrate design possibilities

SPECIAL
SLIDE PRESENTATION
on kitchen styles and features. -
Inspect our complete kitchen
displays at your leisure.

Refreshments will be served.

‘ for you on the spot.

- Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. 9-8; Fri. 9-5; Sat. 9-3

SEATING IS LIMITED.
PLEASE CALL 261-6960 FOR RESERVATIONS.

KITCHEN SUPPLIERS, INC.

KITCHEN & BATH SHOWROOMS

LIVONIA
34724 Plymouth Road—East of Wayne Road
261-6960
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“It's a goodly sum,"” Brock said. “It will be used for
the continuation. and enhancement of the senlor pro-
grams.”

Loretta Conway, director of the Farmington Hills
senlor programs, could not be reached for comment.

RANCIH-STYLE unlts [z the Freedom Square com-
plex should become avallable as early as late next sum-
mer, Hendrickson sald, .

Slxty-slx apartments will be [n one-story, cluster-type
buildlngn, similar to the nearby Tapioa Village commu-
nity in Farmington Hllls ang sponsored by the FCA
Housing Corporatlon.

The remaining 46 apartment units will be located In a
two-story bullding, which will feature the multl-purpose
room and on-slte convenlence store.

lom Square is designed for senjor citizen resi-
dents deslring an independent lifestyle.

The project architect is Siegal/Tuomaala Asociates
of Farmington Hills. Falrview Construction, Inc. of Au-
burn Hills is the general contractor,

Freedom Square wlll be Falrview's fourth senlor cltl-
zen project. .

The complex will be managed by Piper Realty Com-
pany of Flint. Plper Really also manages the Taplola
Village Community, which has a long waiting lat.

No liet has been developed yet for Freedom Square.

Subsldized apartments rent for $317 for a one-bed-
room apartment and $361 for a 2-bedroom apartment,
Hendrickson sald.
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The Medical Fitness Cen-
-+ ter is a complete Health Spa
facility. We have the latest in
fitness equipment, including
the new Keiser Weight Cir-
cuit.

Run or walk on our 1/10
of a mile banked indoor

T i LT o

track. Relax in our thera-
peutic Whirlpool or Sauna.

Your Fitness Program is
directed by Exercise Physi-
ologists, Dieticians, R.N.’s
and Doctors. Call now for
an appointment for FREE
Fitness Evaluation,

Fm————————

nia
Phi425-3544

"ONE FREE
FITNESS EVALUATION;,

Have one of our exercise physiologists give you a
fitness evaluation including health risk factors. I
ABSOLUTELY FREEL!

7940 Farmington Road
[Betwaen § & 7 Mile Roads)

|
!
s

i 425-5544:

for appointment
good thru 11-30-90 _]




