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North standout to play for Chippewas

By Steve Kowalek!
staff writer

The phone call awoke Central Michigan Univer-
sty women's bashl!mll coach Donlta Davenport,
-but she didn’t mind.

North Farmington senior guard Eve Claar had
*some news worth awaking for.

Claar tried and tried Tuesday night, but could
not reach Davenport In Mount Pleasant until
.shortly after midnight. When they limllly talked,

_girls basketball

With U-D belng so close to home, I declded to glve
it a good look."”

NORTH COACH Lance Davis calls Claar the
best girls Msketball player he has ever coached.
Claar was for nearly 70 percent of

out Central was the best place for me,”

Claar vislted U-D the weekend of Nov, 16-17
along with West Bloomfield guard Amira Dan-
torul The palr also visited CMU the first weekend

Claar told her she was

scholarship to CMU,
Claar signed a letter of intent and sent it out

;Vdednesday. the flnal day of the early signing pert-

: bavvnpdn, talklng Friday from her olfice, ex-
plained why she couldn’t be reached earller Tues-
day. .

“I WAS WAITING for Eve to call, but I have a
cordless phone and the night before I turned It off
inadvertently,” Davenport sald. “By the time I re-
alized and turned it back on it was 11:20, I went to
bed, thinking Eve would call In the morning. I was
very, very happy she called.”

For obvlous reasons. Claar averaged 25 polnts
and cight rebounds per game for the Ralders, a
rebullding team that finished 9-13 overall. Claar
chose CMU over the Unlversity of Detroit,

“She (Davenport) stressed to me all week how
much she needed me because she lost two other
top

of stuck,” Claar said, “T sat down with my parents
(Les and Helen) Tuesday night and weighed the
good and bad points of both schools. and It turned

guards that were on her list and she was kind _

D.'mtarlh a point guard who sat out her entlre
senlor year with a knee injury, slgned a letter of
Intent last week with U-D.

“WE WOULD have Joved to have both (Claar
and Danforth), but we're glad to have at least
one,” Davenport said.

“We think Eve Claar Is & very good all-around
guard, but definitely her strength Is her outside
shot. She has one of the best outside jump shots
I've seen in a high school player. Her footwork is
excellent — when she catches the ball she's ready
to shoot it. We made the declsion In late August
that Eve Claar Is the guard we wanted.”

Claar sald Danforth’s decislon to attend U-D
had no bearing on where she will attend school.
The two played together last summer on the

Metro Defenders AAU tcam, coached by West.

Bloomfleld coach Ronna Greenberg.

"I would have loved to play with Amira,” Claar
said. “But she has a good head on her shoulders,
and I'm sure she feels confident with her declsion.

"I was leanlng toward Central for a whole
week, but T think I was getting a little cold fect.

North's polnts and made 42 percent of her shots
from (hree-point range.

All this desplte facing gimmilck defenses the en-
tire year.

“Whenever we needed a basket or three-point
shot, we could get one from Eve, and I don’t think
Il ever have that luxury again,” Davis said.
“She's a very good shooter — I would think the
best in the state — off the dribble or a pick.

“Eve is ap outstanding student-athlete, Very
qulet and nlce olf the court and gulty and hard-
nosed at times on the court. She’s very Intense.”

Claar, a 3.5 student who plans to major in busl-
ness, was impi by the coachling staff, players
and a new state-of-the-art recreational center on
CMU's campus.

CLAAR ALSO looks forward to not having to be
the only option on offense with the Chippewas.

CMU finished 14-14 overall and in fifth place at
7-9 In the Mld-Amerlcan Conference race a year
ago. The Chippewas, with five starters returning,
are expected to contend for the MAC title this
season,

‘“Thls year I had to face two or three girls each
night," Claar said. “At Centrat, I'll be

by girls who can really play, and I won't have to
be the focal polnt. I think my shooting is my
strong polnt, but I have to work on defense to get
ready for college.”

Brian Chaney, one of Redlord Catholic Cen-
tral's heroes on defense, kisses the Class AA

By Steve Kowalski
staff writer

The television cameras were roll-
ing Saturday afternoon, so why not
ask the question?

Hey, Jon Barbara, where are you
headed, now that you and your Red-
ford Cathollc Central football team-
mates have captured the Class AA
state title?

“We're going to Disney World,"
sald Barbara, standing inslde the
Pontiac Silverdome press lounge af-
ter the Shamrocks 21-0 win over De-
troit Martin Luther King.

Barbara, along with teammates
Frank Yoakam and Arshon Stewart,
broke out in laughter, and it's no
wonder since the Shamrocks flnally
had a chance to relax. Capping a
marvelous playoff run, CC won its
flrst state ttle since 1979 and In the
process avenged an carlier, 20-7 loss
to King.

CC's defense ran its streak of
scorcless quarters to clght and the
Shamrocks offense scored on two
drives and Yoakam's $8-yard punt
return, CC has gone to the state fl-
nals three of the last four years —
but for onee the Shamrocks found a
happy ending.

“Thirteen weeks Is a long time to
be playing and we didn't come here
to lose,” said Barbara, who gained
56 yards on 13 carries and scored
two touchdowns. “They tatked a lot
in the paper and we kept our mouths
shut, eame out here and won, I was
called up two years ago (from the
Junlor varsity) for the state flnal (a
loss to Traverse City) and saw how
the seniors were. We

Silverdome.

plague in front of the CC cheering section. CC

Defense stops Crusader

blanked Detroit King, 21-0, Saturday at the

didn’t want that to happen to us.”*
KING, WHICH lost ta Muskegon,

16-13, in last year's Class A final,

finished at 12-1 overall. CC kicker

surge

SHARON LaMIEUX/staft photograpter

Eve Cloar, who averaged 25 points per game for the North
Farmington giris basketball team, signed a letter of intent with

Cenlml Michigan,

Kerry Zavagnin plnned King deep in
Its own territory with several long
kicko{fs and the Crusaders dlda't
help themselves with nine penalties
and two interceptlons.

Trailing 14-0 at halftime, the
Crusaders took the opening second
half kickoff and marched to CC's 15~
yard line before self-destructing.
King last 15 yards for clipping on the
next play and on {irst-down and 22
from CC’s 27, a pass thrown by quar-
terback quarterback Dwight Brown
was intercepted by CC safety Mike
Thomas.

Brown, who dld not complete a
pass in four attempts, was Intercept-
ed'later In the half by CC defensive
back Brett Walter. CC sacked Brown
six Ulmes and limited the Crusaders
to cight first downs and 111 yards in
total offense.

CC Defensive ends Dave Dominick
and Brian Chaney led the charge,
recording two and 1% sacks, respec-
tlvely, The Shamrocks lost defensive
tackle Gary Gurgold with a leg inju-
ry in the first half, but 6-foot, 210-
pound junfor Steve Paciorka fllled in
admirably.

“Our kids played tremendous de-
fense,” said CC coach Tom Mach.
“We stressed intensity so we're rea)
proud of them. At the siart of the
year we were Jooking for ends. It
was the onc place defensively we
didn’t know about. Dominlek and
Chaney really responded.”

Linebacker Jeff Rees led CC with
18 tackles, while Domlntck, Thomas
and cornerback John Brand had
eight each. Lineman Dan Gusoff and
linebacker Karl Kowalyk were In on
seven apiece.

“I THINK ON this day flcld posl-
tion made a big difference,” King
coach James Reynolds sald. “When

AA state champs!
Barbara, CC roll over King for title

you're backed up all day, It's tough,
CC did what It had (o do. We had to
go 80 yards to do anythlng.

“Penalties don’t help. We've been
able to play ever them all year, but
as teugh as today's game was, we
were not able (o play over them. I've
seen- CC all season and they were
good when we played them but
they're even better now.”

The Shamrocks, who galned 103 of
their 163 tota) yards by balftime,
opened the scoring with a 14-play,
66-yard drive that ended with 9:57
left In the first half, Barbara capped
he drive with a 2-yard run.

CC lined up for a ficld goal three
plays earlier, but on fourth-down
and four at the 18, King was called
for encroachment — which gave the
Shamrocks a first down at the 13.
Keeping the drive allve earller was a
22-yard pass from quarterback
Jason Carr to Yoakam which
brought the ball to King's 44.

Yoakam came up with an even
higger play midway through the
quarter. Only a juntor, Yoakam
ficlded a King punt at his own 42 and
returncd it for a touchdown and 14-0
lead with 7:14 left In the first half.

It was Yoakam's second punt re-
turn for a TD thls season and it Ls the
second-longest in state flnal game
history. King's Gerald McBurrows
had the last chance to get Yoakam at
the Crusaders 14, but Yoakam man-
aged to break {ree of his grasp.

The Shamrocks finished the scor-
ing with a six-play, 38-yard drive
that ended with 11:32 remalning.
Barbara's l-yard run over right
tackle and Zavagnin's third extra
point gave ihe Shamrocks thelr final
lead.

By Dan O'Meara
stalf writer

Football coaches like to say “Of-
fense wins games, hut defense wins
champlonships.”

That was mnever morc true than
Saturday when Redford Caltholle
Central shut down Detroit King 21-0
to win the Class AA champlonship In
the Silverdome.

‘The Shamrocks stulfed King's po-
tent offense, holding the Crusaders
to 111 yards — all of it rushing —
and all-state tallback Ed Davls to 96
net yards.

“Thelr coach sald they had the
best defense [n the state,” sald CC
defenslve end Brian Chancy as he
carrled the champlonshlp trophy up
the tunnel, “We wanted to prove him
wrong, because we have the best de-
{ense.

“WE JUST focused on thelr whole
offense, (Dnvu) way just in it, 50 we
got him, too.”

Chaney had one sack, helped en
another, deflected a pass and chased
quarterback Dwight Brown out of
the pocket, which led to a King pen-
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alty when Brown passcd beyond the
lIne of scrimmage.

“This is my senior year and the
last time playing for Catholic Cen-
tral," Chancy said. "“There's no bet-
ter way to go out than wlth a state
championshlp, and I did all I could to
belp wln It."

Fellow senjor Dave Domlnlck was
the end on the other slde of the CC
delense, and ho was Just as instru.
mental In contalning King's speed
and preventing any blg end runs,

“WE KNEW we had to win the
lUne of scrimmage,” aald Dominick,
who had elght tackles, which includ-
Ing three {two sacks) for lost yard.
age. “We did that — and 1t was over.
They had some big guys, but we just
outplayed them."

‘The Shamrocks had a tradlition for
strong defense to uphold, but they
also were driven by determination,
having lost to the Crusaders 20-7 Iin
the third week of the season.

“That was it right there,” Domin-
fck said, “We just had the will to win,
to take It

Senlor defenslve back Mike Thom-
as was playing in only his second full

)

game, having missed a chunk of the
season with an ankle injury, but he
was another blg contrlbutor with
elght tackles and an Intereeption at
the CC 12-yard line, stopping a King
drive on the opening secrles of the
second hall.

“ANY TIME you come back from
an Injury and contribute Lo a state
champlonshlp ball elub, it's a fecling
that just can't be compared,” Thom-
as sald,

“Earlier In the week, we set our
goals for today. We planned on shut-
ting them out, so we accomplished
what we set out to do.”

Senfor lincbacker Jeff Rees was
the leading tackler with 16, but fel-
low backs Matt Roney, Brett Walter
and John Brand all made big tackles
clther In the open field or in support
of the line,

“It's a team thing, and that's haw
we played,” Thomas sajd,

THE TEAM approach was evi-
denced In CC's depth when senlor
two-way tackle Gary Gurgeld In-
Jurcd an ankle white making a flrst-
half sack.
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Dan Kelly went In at nose guard
and Dan Gusolf replaced Gurgold at
tackle, Senior two-way lineman Rob
Sylvester moved from guard to tack-
le on olfense, and Steve Paclorka
took hla place.

“We play Intensely on every play,
and we play as a team,” Sylvester
satd, “We have a reputation for shut-
ting down good backs — and Davls Is
a good back, but when you play as
hard as we do on every down, that
pretty much assures he's not going to
get too many yards.”

THE SHAMROCKS were 3-2 after
losing to Detroit DePorves, but CC
finlshed with elght stralght wins ang
avenged bath of its defeats.

“Winnlng today shows we are the
best Leam {n the state because we've
beaten teams that are clther state
champs (Brother Rlce) or in the state
finals (DePorres),” Sylvester sald,

“Earlier in the year, we weren't
that focused,” Thomas sald. “Bul in
the mlddle of the year, when people
started getting hurt, we came to-
gether and started playing as a unit.
We played hard, and this is the
reward we get.”

JOHN M. DISCHER/stalt photographer

Jon Barbara, Cathollc Central's powerful fullback, buries his
head and plunges forward during the Shamrocks’ 24-0 win
Saturdsy over Detrolt King in the Class AA final at the Sliver-
dome. Senior Eric Wiklendt (right) {ends support.
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