Polce, Penzak make
Rice defense tougher

' By Jim Toth
stalf wrlter

Blrmingham Brother Rice senlor Dean Polce may have been at a loss
for words, but certalnly not emotion, after the Warriors Class A champl-
onship Friday at the Pontiac Silverdome:

Momenta after the Warriors captured their fourth state title with a 24
10 win over Midland, the 6-0, 195-pound defennive back danced and
pranced his way around the fleld holding the champlonshlp plaque foy-
ously above his head.

“I'can't even put it in words,” sald Polce, fighting back tears. “Nobody
cxpected us to do anything this year and we never tatked about anythlng
1lke this, but we just hung In there and took it one game at a time. We're
not a great team and we don't have a lot of stars, we just play every
game as hard as we can.”

The victory was especially sweet for Polee and teammate Jason Pen-
2k who were two of several Warriors hit by injuries thls scason, Polce
was forced to miss the first two playoff games after suffering a knee
tnjury in the Catholic League ployotfs against Redford Bishop Borgess
whlle Penzak was sidelined for the first 1] games with a broken fibula,

WITH POLCE and Penzak back in the lneup, the defenslve unit
brought back memorics of past squads that would rock, sock and drop
opponents before they could ever get started. The Warriors, who allawed
139 points in the 12 previous games, held the once-beaten Chemics to
only 61 yards rushing.

“They {Polce and Penzak) are both great kids and they both provide
great leadership,” declared veteran defensive coach Ran Kalezynski,
“Ig? has been a part of all four championshipa. “They provide the Intan.
gibles.

“With them back In the lineup, it allows us to do more,” added
Kalczynskl, who said this title was especially pleasing, consldering his
son Kevin was a member of the defensive unlt. “Each kid on the team
had a role and each kid to the best of his abllity performed that role. We
had a motto this year — Count On Mc — and you could count on each kid
(o support each other.”

Penzak used his speed to record five solo tackles and assisted on four
others, He sacked Midland quarterback Brad Blasy two times for a loss
of 28 yards. One of those was a sack of Blasy that thwarted a potentlal
scorlng drive.

“This is the highest high I have ever experienced,” Penzak said, “1
played every play like it was my last,

“I HAD dreams of playlng in a state champlonshlp game for a long
time,"” Penzak went on. “When I was five years 0ld, I would come down
here and watch Rice play. They would always win and I liked that and
wanted to be a part of It.”*

Desplte missing the majority of his final season, Penzak satd he a)-
ways held hopes of playing again.

“As long as the team kept winning, I knew I would be playing again,”
Penzak said. “That was the only thing that kept me golng.” .

Polce’s contributions included four assisted tackles and a fourth-quar-
ter intereeption that sealed the Chemics fate. With his tcammates lead-
ing 17-10, Polce anared a tpped pass at the Mlidland 23, sotting up halt-
back Jon Burtraw's second touchdown run,

“I was praylng it would go through hls (Midland receiver) hands,”
Polce remembered. "It was tipped and I was right there.

“1 told everybody if I could watk I was golng to play,” Polce added. 1
couldn't sit and watch anymore.” .
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Warriors capture 4th state title

By Marty Budner
stalf writer

It may not have been a perfect
season, but it sure was a perfect end-

ing.

For the first time In its storied his-
tory, Brother Rice's football team
won a state champlonshlp with a
couple black marks dotting its final
record (11-2).

But those two losses won't mean a
thing when the current band of War-
riors st back a few years from now
and remintsce about their 1990 state-
champlonshlp performance. They'll
be talking about the same title which
the undefeated teams from 1977,
1980 and '1983 brought back to
Brother Rice.

Yes, the Warriors captured thelr
fourth Class A state championship
Friday afternocon at the Pontiac
Silverdome with a highly emotional
24-10 -victory over Mtdland. While
Fracassa doesn't llke to compare
state championshlp teams, he did ad-
mit this title-winning group was a
little different than the others.

“There was a lot of togetherness
©on this team,” said Fracassa. "You
know, when you lose two games
sometimes the kids fold. But thls
team did not fold.

“It's unigue because in the other
champlonships we never lost a
game. This team lost a couple of
games and that's what's so unique
about it, They gathered 1ogether and
it was a total coaching staff and to-
tal team effort which allowed us ta
do this.

“I'm going to enjoy this year and -

think very highly of this team the
rest of my life,”” he said. “It was
wonderful.”

IT WASNT SO wonderful when

Brother Rice suffered its second Joss
of the year in the sixth week of the
season — a.32.0 shellacking from
arch rival Redford Catholic Central.
The Warriors regrouped, and since
then, reeled off seven straight victo-
ries, including four consccutive
playoff wins to claim the crawn.

According to senior captain Jon
Burtraw, the workhorse of Rice's
splrited rushing attack who carried

‘There was a lot of togetherness on
this team. You know, when you losé
two games, sometimes the kids fold.
But this team did not fold . . . 'm
going to enjoy this year and think very
highly of this team the rest of my life.’

— Al Fracassa
Rice football coach

the ball 60 times In his last two
games, it wasn't an easy chere. But
it certainly was a great feeling.

“When time was runnlng down In
the fourth quarter and we had about
a minute to go we pretty much knew
we had It locked up, It's jusi an In-
credible feellng,” sald Burtraw, who
scored (wo touchdowns, including
the game winner with 4:44 left In the
fourth quarter.

"But I thought there was a lot of
pressure on us ., . from alumni.
There's a ot of great tradition at
Rice and fans don't llke to come out
and sce us lose, especiaily in a title
game. But we worked hard al) week,
and we thought we could do it.

“Qur leaders emerged after we
lost to Catholic Central. A lot of
them counted on me,” he sald, "We
stuck together and It all turncd out
all right."

Rice's defense, which allowed just
35 points in Its four playoff games,
took command of Midland right
away.

ON MIDLAND'S first possession,
Rice defenders Jason Randall and
Mike Moran sacked guarterback
Brad Blasy in the end zone for a
salety. The Chemics rebounded to
take Its only lead of the game, 3-2,
carly in the second quarter after
Blasy booted a 25-yard ficld goal.

Rice's special teams got the ball
back midway through the sccond
quarter when Blasy, back 1o punt,
fumbled the snap with Rice's Moran
recovering at the Midland 11.yard
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lne. Four plays later, junior quar-
terback Steve Merchant went in
from one-yard out. Merchant then
threw to Andy Halslip for the two-
point conversion and Rice took a 10-
2 tead into the halftime break.

But the Chemics came out smok-
ing in the third quarter.

Midland ran off 22 plays in the
third quarter — compared ta just
four for Rice — but could only
muster seven points, The Chemics
scored on a 3-yard run by Frank Ac-
cetta at the 7:59 mark to tie the
score a J0-all.

On its next possession, Midland
drove 26 yards.to the Rice 22-yard
line and was threatening to take the
lead. The Rice defense held, howev-
er. and the Chemies were forced to

attempt a 38-yard {field goal on the

{irst play of the fourth quarter. But,
{or the second straight game, Moran
broke through the middle of the line
and blocked the kick.

It turned out to be the game's key
play, shifting the momentum back
into Rice’s favor.

“That blocked field goal was not
luck,” said Fracassa. “(Defensive)
Coach (Ron) Kalczynskl worked on
that thing every single day. It really
came in handy today, just like it did
against Northvilie (in the state semi-

final game). That fleld goal was
probably the biggest one we blocked
in all my years at Brother Rice.”

BROTHER RICE took over at its
own 28-yard line, and, thanks to a 43-
yard pass from Merchant to Dantel
Etue, soon found ltself at the Mid-
land 16-yard line. But Burtraw fum-
bled after an 11-yard gain and the
Chemics took over at thelr own 4-
yard line.

The Chemics, however, were
forced to punt and Rice galned ex-
cellent field position, taking over at
the Midland 41-yard line. Burtraw,
atoning for that fumble, scored six
plays later on a t2-yard counter
play. Kevin Cook booted the extra
pont for a 17-10 lead with 6:06 re-
maining in the game.

Dean Polce Intercepted a Blasy
pass on the very next Midland pos-
session, and, moments later, Bur-
traw raced in from 23-yards out to
ice the game at the 4:43 mark. :

Rice's 14-point outburst In less
than two minutes was all the Warri-
or fan needed to start celebrating.
As the game ended, the Rlce coach-
ing staff hugged at midfield, and
Polce proudly pranced around the
Silverdome turf with the state cham-
pionship trophy held high above his
shou{ders.

Burtraw finished with 87 yards
rushing, and Merchant completed six
of 11 passes for 91 yards. Rice
gained 175 total yards and netted 10
{irst downs.

‘The Warriors defense allowed 189
total yards, but was credited with
seven sacks for 58 yards in losses.
Jason Penzak and Damon McClen-
don combined for four sacks and 18
tackles.

Allin all, the statistics show it was
a championship effort just like the
other three.

“1 don‘t compare football teams.
I'm just as proud of this one as I am
of the other championships we've
had,"said Fracassa.
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To Better Serve You!
42285 Ann Arbor Rd.
Plymouth, MI 48170
(313) 451-543
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PADI 5 Star Instructor Development Center
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%‘ Hours: 10 am-B pm Mon.-Fri.
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3380 Washtenaw
Ann Arbor, MI 48104
(313) 971-7770
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12 noon-5 pm Sunday \%U
Openng Sale Deg. 1st and 2nd at both locatons
Unbelievable Prices And Savings
- Win a FREE Trip to Cozumel Mexico -
Register at the Plymouth Locaton.
« Most Major Lines In Stock «
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Time
Never
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Out!

NOW...

You can place an
Observer & Eccentric
classified ad 24 hours
a day!

SWEATERS
1249
ARCTIC CAT
[SHOWMOBILE SUITS

trom *150%

timited selection

Then, all you do is call
us’'— remember, it doesn't
make any difference if
we're not here — to place
an ad, cancel one or
change something on one
you've placed carlier,

Let's say it's eight
o'clock at night and you've
Just realized that the

AT
SNOWMOBILES
NOW ON
DISPLAY
Pans

Service
Too!
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LaBARON’S SPORTS

34711 DEQUINDRE - TROY |
1 block S. of 15 Mile Rd.

585-3535

HOUAS: Mon . Thuis & Closed Tues.
Fel 10-8. Wed & St 10-6  Open Sun 11-4

ASSIFIED

cupid on the elock you're
selling pla tin whistie.
It's & good selling point, so
you punch up our
elassified number and
wait for the operator o
puitle you through the
steps Jar changing your
il Have in mind the exact
information you want to
give us, speak elearly and
a bit slower than you
usually do. And that's it.

11 it's after 5:00 p.m. on
your changes

Bbgerber & Eccentric
ADVERTISIN

WAYNE COUNTY 5210000 « OAKLAND COUNTY 644-1070 « ROCHESTER-ROCHESTER HILLS 8523222

will be made for the nest
Monday paper. Or, if {t's
after 5:00 p.m. on a
Friday or.the weekend,
your changes will hit the
Thursday papers,

Pretty neat, huh?

Of course, our Classificd
Ad Takers are here every
Monday throught Friday
from 8:00 a.m. until 5:30
p.at. But now, if you miss
them, you can still do
something about your ad
— it your convenience.

WHIC-100.3 FM & OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC Present The

. GLOBETROTTERS
P TRIVIA CHALLENGE
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Win Tickels to sce the Harlem Globetrotters at

JOE LOUIS ARENA
December 27 + 7:30 pm

THE PALACE
December 28 « 7:30 pm

PLUS the chance to meet
the Harlem Globetrotters before the game!

Read the question below and listen for the correct answer on WNIC's
The Breakfast Club from 5:00 am to 10:00 am on November 27,
November 30. December 4, December 7.

Fill out the entry blank below and mail with the correct answer to:
Globetrotter Challenge
P.0. Box 1310
Dearborn, MI 48121

TRIVIA QUESTION:

_-\\_’h& are the Harlem Gl@etmﬂexs' Rivals?

r ENTRY FORM i
Name
Address
City State Zip
Phone Age
ANSW

stformation to the above addres

Qualificd catnies witl he drawn and the enirant will receive four
tickets o the Harlem Globewouers. (Two winners for Joc Louis
Arena & two winners for the Palace). Two Grand Prize winaers
will be drawa {rom the four semi-finalists, The grand prize
winners (one for Joe Lovis Arena & one foe the Palace) will
have the opportunily 10 meet the Harlem Glohetrotters befare
cach respective show. You may send a posteard with the correct

All decisions are final.
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LISTEN FOR YOUR NAME TO BE
DRAWN ON WNIC'S BREAKFAST CLUB.
THE GRAND PRIZE WINNERS WILL BE
ANNOUNCED DURING THE BREAK-
FAST CLUB'S DECEMBER 17 SHOW
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