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MOVING PICTURES

A financiatly devastated Rocky Balboa (Sylves-
ter Stailone) returna to his roots to fight the

toughest fight of his life in “Rocky V."

Filmmakers take a break
for Thanksgiving holiday

There are no new films opening
this week since the distributors took
advantage of the long holiday week-
end and lntxedinuced 10 new movies
for Thanksgiving. If you didn't get a
chance to see them all last weekend,
there's still plenty of time between
daily doses of lcftover turkey,

STILL PLAYING:
“Avaloa” (A+, PG, 126 mlnutes),
Excellent film chronicles an imml-

the movies

Dan
Greenberg

low haunted by a youthful strikeout. Mi-
chael Caine gives him apother swing.
*“The Nightcracker Prisce” (G).
Animated fantasy based on Tehaikov-
sky's classlea) baflet.
“Paclfic Heighta” (A-, R, 105 minutes),

ALTERNATIVE VIEWING

Recalling bittersweet summer

By John Monaghan
spoclal writor

Summer 1958, Thirteen-year-old
Frederique (Jule Batallle) and her
little aister Sophie (Candice
LeFranc) spend It at a rented sum-
mer. house In France. They enjoy

of having thelr mother spend the en-
tire summer with them, a flustered
mald is put in charge.

Palnful divorce and playful mem-
ories of summer make up “C'est La
Vie,” the latest €idm from writer/di-
rector Dlane Kurys. Full of honesty,
fun and vivid characterizations, this

hours bullding
reading comies on the beach, and ex-
ploring with their cousins, the Man-
dels.

This vacatlon is diffcrent, bowey-
er. They have overheard whisperings
about dlvorce, moving to Paris and
their mother seeking a job. Instead

p simple summer at the
beach grows Into one of the most in-
sightful films of the year. It current-
ly screens at the Maple Theatre.

NATHALIE BAYE plays Lena,
the girls' mother, who has initiated
the divorce. To complicate matters,

SCREEN SCENE

she has met a young artlst and would
certainly run away with him (f it
weren't for the children. One night,
Frederique watches them ride off on
his motoreycle.

The loving father, Michel (Rlchard
Berry), who arrlves uncxpectedly
one morning, tries to manipulate the
children’s emotlons. He also shows
his nasty temper by driving Lena's
new car, a symbol of her Indcpend-
cnee, promptly Into a tree,

There are no villalns in “C'est La
Vie,” which is reportedly based on
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DETROIT FILM THEATRE, 5200
Woodward Ave., Detrolt. Call 833.2323
{or Information.

“Day of Wrath” (Denmark — 1943), 1
pm. Nov, 29-Dec. 2. Director Carl
Dreyer's bauating drama concerns -a
young woman accused of witchberaft In
17th century Denmark, Many bave com-
pared Dreyer’s stark and stylized image-
)l:ya"lo that of Rembrandt. ($2.50/recital

)

“Mr. Universe” (USA/Hungary -
1989), 7 and #:30 p.m. Nov. 30 and 9:30
pm. Dec. 1. A part-time actor leaves Bu-
dapest from Hungary to look up an old
friend ~ the former Mr. Unlverse who
was married to Jane Mansfleld. ($4/audl-
torlum)

“Terezin Diary” (USA — 1929), 1, 3, 5
and 7 p.m, Dec. 2, A new documentary
examines Theresienstadt near Prague,
which was a t

DETROIT SCIENCE CENTER, 5020
John R, Detroit. Call 577-8400 for Infor-
matlon. ($5 adult admission, §2-4 chii-

ren,

"To the Limit” (USA — 1990}, through
April 1991. The latest Omnimax spectac-
ular Intercuts amazing athletic feats with
an analysis of how muscles and blood
work. Not Intended for people with claus-
trophobla, the movie becomes a tirst-per-
son “Fantastic Voyage" Into the human
body,

HENRY FORD CENTENNIAL LI
BRARY, 13671 Michigan Ave,, Deatborn.
Call 943-2338 for Information. (Frec)

“Shorts,” 7 p.m. Nov. 26. A trio of film
shorts will be presented, featuring “The
Bajoonatic.”

LIVONIA MALL, Seven Mile at

model
tlon camp by the Naals. ($4/audltorium)

Livonia. Cal? 476-1166 for in-
formailon, {Free}

VIDEO VIEWING

“Look for the Silver Linlng” (USA —~
1949), 10 am. Nov, 27. June Ilaver re-
creates the life and career of vaudev|li-
an Marilyn Miller In this musical.

MAPLE THEATRE, 4135 W. Maple,
Bloomfjeld. Call 855-9090 for show times.
($5.50 general, $3.50 twilighty

“Heary and Junc™ (USA — 1990). The
tirst film lo recejve the controversial
NC-17 raling is the story of writer Heary
Miller (Fred Ward) and his bizarre rela-
tionship with hiy wife (Uma Thurmond;
Directed by Phil Kaufman.

“C'est La Vie” (France ~ 1989) The
effocts of separation and divorce are felt
by all members of a family dusing a sum-
mur vacation in 1958 France. Dircctor
Diane Kurys bases the story on her own
carly hie.
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By Dan Greenberg
spacial writer

Desplte the overwhelming popu-
larlty of theatrical motlon pictures,
producers continue to grind out pot-
boiler {ilms for the home video cas-
sette market. HBO Home Vldeo gen-
erally has the best product in that
category since they produce for their
cable netwark as well as for theatri-
cal distribution.

But some of the stuff Is so bad It's
a wonder the raw videotape stock
doesn’t curl up in agony and dle.

Take Academy Entetainment’s
*“Mortal Sins” (1990, color, R, 85
minutes), one of the most scattered,

Suspense and as psychotle
tenant {errorizes his tandlords.

“Poatcards From the Edge” (C+, R,
105 minutes),

Grading the movies

jumbled, show bz story

of mother-daughter conflict doesn't llve
up te Its advanced billing nor to lts su-
perb cast.

“Predator 2" (R).

The hunt contlnges, thiy time in the ar-
ban jungle of Los Angeles In 1997,

“'Quigley Dowa Under™ (D, PG-13).

Homorless, trile western with Tom
Selleck lo Austratls,

“Rescoers Down Under”(*, G).

Dlssey animation has Beraard and
Misa Blanca off to Anstralia to save rare
eagle from poacher.

annoylng and
films to appear In 2 long time, It's

Nathan has a strange family and
weird friends and assoclates. What

could have been a clever satire turns .

out to be and

Red October” with 117 ran one and
two for the week of Nov. 10.
In addition 1o the high visibility

a mish-mash of private jokes and
disassociated sequences that detract
{rom an inconsequentlal, hackneyed
attempt to make fun of TV evangel
Ism.

DESPITE THOSE weaknesses,
““Martal Sins” will be at local video
stares on Nov. 29 in competition with
theatrical motion plctures. On the
latest avallable Varlety chart of the
“Top 50 Video Titles" for the week
ending Nov. 10, all but two were
theatrieally released motion plc-
tures.

Clearly public taste Is engaged by

not just a matter of bad

although that’s certainly a blg part

of the indictment. But here's a case

where an attempt at an off-beat pri-

vate eye Illm has taken satlre to the

palat of (diocy. .
Privat

Woinseh

's feature pi

Witness “Preity Woman,” a major

box-office success with $178 million

in the 1H) after 33 weceks at the box

office. As of Nov..8 it was stil run.

ning on 262 screens even though the
i le fo:

Nathan

had been flab!

y
{Brian Benben) is hlred by TV cvan-
gellst Maleolm Rolllns  (James
Harper) because his assoctate, Park
Sung (James Saito), has been mur-
dered. Nathan falls in love wlith Rol-
1ins’ daughter, Laura (Debrah Faren-
tino).

three weeks.

Further emphasjzing theatrical
films' appeal, “Preity Woman's” vi-
deocassette was ranked third on the
"“Top 50 Video Titles™ with a 116 rat.
ing out of a possible 130, "Total Re-
call” with 118 and “The Hunt for

and publicity generated
for Hollywood's theatrieal releases,
it's also clear that their most suc-
cessful products are far superior in
production values to low-crd video-
pics like "Martal Sins.™

There ought to be some minimum
standards of coherence and sensibili-
ty in videopic production but
viewers with that attitude will be
disappointed in “Morta) Sins" and
numerous other videos currently
available.

ON THE brighter side, three re-

cent theatrical successes, “Betsy's

Wedding," “Another 48 Hours™ and
“Men at Work™ hit the video racks
on Nov. 20 for holiday viewing. Stal-
lone/Rocky fans will be pleased to
learn that “Rocky I-IV” were made
available at a new low price on Nov.
21

Y B Y

That also was the release date for

“The Elvis Files” (1990, not rated,
celor, 55 mioutes). Billed as an “ex-
citing and contraversial videa docu-
mentary,” it may prove to be so for
Elvis fans.
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JoIN Us!

PACKET Pick-up

ant famlly's successes and {silures in
fmmu. 7 » A+ | Top marks - sure to please
“Child’s Play 2" (*), R}.
“Chocky™ r:{uml. A | Close behind - excellont
“Dances With Wolves" (A, PG-13, 180 -
minutes), A- | Stillin running for top honors
Kevin Costner’s ode to
brotherhood and brutality on America's | B4 | Pretty good stuff, not perfect
* western frontier during and after the Clv-
34 War. B | Good
“Fantasla® (A+, G).
Excellent resioration of Disney's 1940 { B- | Goodbut notab
masterplece.
“Gboat” (A+, PG-13, 116 minutes). C+| Justacutabove average
Banker’s ghost {Patrick Swayze) bangs
around after life to protect loved one | C | Mediocre
(Deml Moare). (Whoopl Gold- .
berg) belpa him and this romantic/come- | C- | Notsa hotand slipping fast
dy/thriller,
y-cmdmm"maf.n‘ 145 minutes), D+ | The very best of the poor stutt
Martln Scorsese's infense,
saga of three mobsters. Fine productlon | D | Poor
technlques and excellent
by Robert DeNiro, Joe Pesci and Ray | D- | Itdoesnt get much worse
Liott2, notwithstanding, they are bad
quys. F | Truty awdut
“Gratfit! Bridge” (*, PG-13).
Written and directed by Prince who | Z | Reserved for the colossally bad
also stars fn another for his
{ans and his pocketbook. * | Noadvenced screening

“Heary and June” (C-, NC-17, 135 min-
ules).

Boring, repelitious discussions of sex-
uality complemented by darkly lit sexual

scenes.
“Bawe Alepe™ (B-, PG, 160 minutes).
gaging comedy mbout young boy
(Macaulay Culkin} Jeft at bome by acci-
€

len
“Jacob's Ladder” (A, R, 115 minutes).
Sensational, riveting film experience
redeems and rewards with (ls story of
Jacob Sloger’s {Tim Robbins) re-entry to
civillan life alter Vietnam trauma.
“The King of New York”™ (R, 103 min-

utes).
Violent return of recently paroled drug
lord.

“The Keays“ (%, R).

Twins run vicious underworld empire
In London.

“Marked for Death™ {*, B).

Retired DEA agent wars with drug
dealer,

“Mempbls Belle” (D+, PG-13, 100
minutes).

Borlng, trite World War IT bomber film
with Matthew Modine sleepling behind the
Joystick.

“Mtller's Crossing™ (B+, R, 110 min-

tes),

utes),
Irish and Malian mobs in conflict dur-
Ing Prohibition era.
"“Mr. Desttay” (A-, PG-13, 102 minutes).
Belushi ls effectlve as middle-aged fel.

Little Ma.ry {Robin Weisman) is back with her three “ln|her'l,"
Including Tom Selleck, in “Three Men and a Little Lady."”

t's Max & Erma’s Third Annual lingle Bcll Run

for Arthritis. Bring f2mlly and friends. neigh-

borsand co-workers to [oln you or this
unlque holiday event. You will recelve a complimen-
wry pal of jingle belis for your shoelaces and the first
1200 prereglstered entrants will receive the official
Max & Enma's Jingle Bell Run T-shirt

THE EVENT
U's 2 5K course:. (Enma says that's a little over
I three miles ) Starting and finishing at the
Qakland University in Rochester this course
1uns through campus and is for serious oramateur
athletes—young orold, tll or short, fit of fat. funners
orwalkers!

RACE DIVISIONS

10and under 30-39 o0+
117 40-4% ‘Wheeichalr
18-29 50-99

AWARDS

he topihree male and female finishers over-
all willreceive trophies and a $20 Max &
Esma’s gift centificate. The top three finlshers
In cach race division will be presented with plaques.
The awards cetemony will Immediately bolfow the
race at MeadowBrook Village Mal). Although walkers
will not be eligible for trophies and plaques, they are
able to participate in the costume competition and
the pledge incentive program

CRITTENTON

Hiediih Care for Our Communty

HIT THE STREET WITH

BELLS ON YOUR FEET!
{A Funn, Festive Event Guaranteed
to Pl Youw int The Holiday Spirit

THE
®bseryer & Eceentric &) Meatowbrook Villge Mall

Information Hotline is...350-3030
or...register race day at the Lepley Sports Center on the
Oakland University Campus from 8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m,

ntrants may pick up their face pocketsor
E register Noyember 28th from 10 002 m
10300 p m at Meadow Brook Village Mall
In Rochester (Adams and Walton )

Registration and ghacket pickup can alwo be
doneon race day homa 300 m 1049 1ha m at he
Lepley Sports Centeron the Qukland tiniverity

mpos

DON YOUR HOLIDAY DuDS!
onreindeerantlen oeell’s garby, dress i
Snowman. Santa, or Good King Wenceslan
1Dont be it Scrooge, at feast wear yout hol

day calors and getfestive')

Tudging will begin une hour besore the st of
the rce: Judged by a celebnty panel.and the costurme
competition will be based o6 unginality, hobday
theme, bumor and <&ll)

Theoverllwinaerwill recen e awealth of prises
and & $100 gilt cervficate to Meadow ook Village
Mallplus 45100 @iftcertificate to Ma b Erma's AS100
glftcemnficate 10 Mand; Emma’s will alsa beamarded to
the best group costume

THANK You
ourentry lee donaton land your pledgestall
£010 support the programs and seryices of
the Metro Detroit Banch of the Arthatis

Foundation, an agency of the United Wiy of Mrchigan




