Environmentalist revolt aims at urban s

By Tim Richard
stalf writor

cent population growth [n the next
20 years,
TOMBQULIAN, a former state

An revolt would
stop urban sprawl by reducing the

. power of local governtnent.

1t would educate people out of sel-
flshness and thelr anti-tax mentallty,
It would make long-range plans for
the seven-county region.

“We're in a revolutton — with
deep changes In some deeply held
bellefs,” sald Allce Tomboulian,

i of the East Michigan Envl-

who loal her seat af-
lnr one term for her support of pub-
lic transit, likened economic growth
in southeastern Michigan to a game
of Chinesc checkers.

“You have the same number of
marbles. You move them around the
board, jump around and leave holes
behind,

“We are (reating our cities like

renmental Action Councll,

She addressed 130 students, local
publle officials and environmenta)-
Ists recently at the close of
EMEAC's day-long conference on
“Land Use In Southeast Michigan”
on the Orchard Rldge Campus of
Oakland Community College.

The enemy, they agreed, was pro-
vinclallsm In.local government and
corporate greed that wlll eat up 40
percent more land for a mere 6-per-

We can reuse them,”
she sald,

The current outery over urban
sprawl was Ignited by the Auburn
Mills mega-mall project — a 2.5-
milllon-sguare-foot shopping center
that wlll eat up open space and wet-
lands, draw shoppers from many
countics and require much road wid-
ening. Envir

The enemy, they agreed, was
provincialism in local government and
corporate greed that will eat up 40
percent more land for a mere 6-
percent population growth in the next

20 years.

region has nothing 1o say about it.

IN A DOZEN small group confer.
ences, members of the Birmingham-
based EMEAC, Jl‘llnl‘d hy slnff mem-

base should be shared across a wide
arca, not kept by communities
where a lactory or mali Is located.

® Tax incentives to business and

bers of the Coun-
cil of Governments, explored
concerns and brainstormed for solu-
tions. Among the most common
themes;

that a cily of fower than 20,000 is
having a tax and commerclal effect
on a region of four million, but the

M p in SEMCOG, a 22-
year-ald agency, should be mandato.
ry, or it should he changed into a re-
gmnal government.
and commercial tax

_around Oakland

belween

for development should be halted.

® “Get at the no-tax atlitude of
the electorate. Educate and invelve
the public into a sense of regional
community.” “There is a lack of po-
litica! will in the populace.”

@ “Dilute the home-rute powers
©of communities.”

® Make development in green

of®
o¥

Seniors can get discounts

Oakland County resldents 60 and
older can recelve a free identifica-
tion card from the Oakland Livings-
ton Human Service Agency (OLHSA)

“entitling them to discounts from var-

ious merchants.

To obtain the card, scniors need
only apply and have thelr pictures
taken by and OLHSA

a.m.to 1 p.m.on Dec. 4.

® "Kecgo Harbor — The Keego
Harbor Scnior Center, 2881 Orchard
Lake Road, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Dec.
5 -

o Birmingkam — Blrmingham
Senior Center, 30800 Evergreen
ﬂund Ioam to 1 p.m. on Dec. 18,

— Farmington

‘The OLHSA photographer will be
avallable at the following locations
according to this schedule:

@ Southficld — The Heather-
wood, 22800 Civic Center Drive, 10

Exploring handicapped laws

Changes In state and federal laws
pertaining o the handicapped — and
how they apply to small businesses
~ will be discussed in a semlnar
sponsored by the Oakland County
Chamber of Commerce.

The laws and compllnnce with
them will be discussed from 7:30-9

Senlor Ccnlcr Mercy Center, 28600
Eleven Mile Road, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
on Dee. 21,

Additional informatlon s avalii-
able at 858-5180, or 1-800-482-9250.

a.m. Thursday, Nov. 29, at the Slgna-
ture Inn in Auburn Hljls.

The semlnar is open to the public.
Admission [s $10 for chamber mem.
bers and $20 for nonmembers, in-
cluding a continental breakfast.

Additional information is avail
able at 683.4747 or 644-1229.
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ficlds as cxpensive as redevelop-
ment In inner cities,

® Develop public transportation
for several reasons — (o bring the
Ppoor to suburban jobs, to reduce pal-
lution and to allevlate the need for
more, wider and siurdier roads for
expensive, single-occupant cars.

® Preserve older cities, where
the infrastructure — roads, scwers,
water and utidities — already exist.

prawl

“I was struck by the odds this fu-
ture might face,” Wllbur sald,
EMEAC would provide the leaders
to fight “parochialism and extreme
privatlsm,” he said.

David Hales, director of the state
Department of Natural Resources,
sald “the Michigan my grandparents
knew Is fast disappearing.”

Hales likencd freeways to “a ring
of concrete — a fortress — that euts
us off from the rest of the state. We
don’t have access 1o the land. We
have 1. with tech-

SUMMING UP the r
former De-
troit community organizer and now
news anchor of public radio statien
WDET-FM, said the job would be
tough politically.

nology from nature.”

From a plane at 4,000 feet in the
evening, southern Michigan s
“blanketed with artificial lights” —
indicating development everywhere,

EXTRA CAR IN DRIVEWAY ?
CAR GETTING ON NERVES? TAXES TOO HIGH?

Help us help those in need

By donating your used car, boai. real
cstato...and receive tair market value as a
tax deduction when you Itemize.

CALL 373-9000
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IN THE GREATER DETROIT MARKET
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 29TH
0 AM to 2:00 PM
:00 PM to 7:00 PM
DAYS HOTEL
17017 WEST NINE MILE ROAD
BETWEEN SQUTHFIELD RD. & GREENFIELD RD.
SOUTHFIELD, MICHIGAN
e Free Admission « Free Parking
« Interviews Conducted

JOB SEEKERS
IF YOU ARE UNADLE YO ATTEND, FAX OR MAIL YOUR RESUME FOR WMEDIATE
OR FUTURE CONSIDERATION
MAIL TO:
THE STUART GROUP
33060 NORTHWESTERN HWY,
WEST BLOOMFIELD, M) 48322
FAX: 313.737-6082

OFFICE PROFESSIONALS

JOB FAIR

MEET WITH RECRUITERS FROM MANY COMPANIES.
ONE OF THEM MAY HAVE THE KEY TO YOUR CAREER SUCCESS!
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£ Save on our genuine moose leather slipper
with warm fleece lining. Regularly $50.
NOW $34.90.

GRAFAM&GUNN

IT'S HERE!
IT'S NOW!
IT’S STREET SCENE
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3947 W 12 Mo + Rokiey « 5439115
Hours M5 105, Tues & Tn 108

including breast cancer.
For o ftee booklat on
how to help reduce your .
tisk through low-fat. eat-
, Ing call 1“800 “LEAN.
. After all, the purpose.
of food is fo suslafn Il’fe
~"not toke it away..”

While few people
aver been hll over

ONE OF THE
GREATEST TOOLS
FOR SAVING
THE ENVIRONMENT.
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HOLIDAY
ISLAND
TREASURES

Deck out your home
with spectacular
trimmings and savings.
Capture the heauty of
catian furniture and
save 20 to 40%. Visil
our stores as they
magically ransform
into a dazzling
Chrisimas display « o
shopper's paradise.

Ornaments. Lights.
Trees. Treasures.

Palm

Novi Town Center 347-2610
Grand River and Novi Road
Waterlord 6662880

M-59 near Oakland Airport

Mon Thues & Fri 30.9
Tuss Wed 8,521 106
Sun 114




