Igan Women's Hall of Fame on page
1 of the Creative Living Section of
the Nov. 12 Farmington Observer.

It was an even more delightful to
see her pen/ink sketch of imaglned
flrst cabing at Neebish Island In the
paper. [ had no idea the sketch would
reprodice so well,

Thanks so very much for running
the story in a prominent position in
the paper. People should visit the
Women's Hall of Fame when in
Lansing. The display is in the histor-
ic Cooley-Haze House, 213 W. Maln
Street, south of the State Capitol.
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Our park is
looking good

." To the editor:

* 1 am disappolnted in the recent
letters to the edltor and the dlscus-

. slon regarding the efforts at Herl-

tage Park.

Dan Potter, director of the Speclal

Services Department, has taken un-
due harassment for dolng his job
5y well.
1 The plans to purchase tho former
Spicer property werc alrcady in
place before Potter even took over
his ‘responsibilities as dlrector. He
and his staff are only following the
speciflcations of a master plan that
was availalbe to the general public
well in advance of Implementation.

Now, we have the Johnny-come-
atelles who are wondering why cer-
tain things are being done at the
park, There are people who have
lived in this communlty only for onc
or two years, and they have declded
1o volce thelr opinlons.

1learned a long time ago that you
do not have the prerogative to volce
your opinion unless you are involved
and know what you are talking
about, Y

I'm aware that in such a large
project as Heritage Park there are

naturalists and those with opposing

this deserving lady some recognl- -

golag to be factions. There are the |

views. Howcver, I'm sensible enough

time observing people at the park.
On one of the nicer late summer
days, I and my son visited the park.

There were mothers ‘and thelr
children enjoying the use of the love-
ly pavlllon near the park play-
ground. A young couple arrived to
feed the ducks and geesc at the pond
near Farmington Road,

A group of joggers had just fin-
slhed running the tralls, Several sen-
lor citlzens had left thelr cars and
were comfortable with walking . the
new foot tralls, Some drivers were
Just In the park for a pastoral ride,

Avld walkers had thelr sticks in
hand on the wooded tralls. Along one
trail 1 stopped to converse with a
bird-watcher who comes to the park
regularly to spy on nature.

Where else nearby can people en-
Joy their day in the privacy of thelr
own park?

I hope the Department of Special
Services keeps doing a good job with
Heritage Park. More residents need
to enjoy a touch of nature in our city-

owned park.
Ron Bouckard,
_Farmington Hills

Scouts help
the troops in
Middle East

To the edltor:

Members of Boy Scout Troop 110
in Farmington would like to take
this opportunity te remind you and
your readers that there are people In
our community who care about oth-
ers,

We're in the process of collecting
donated items for members of the
armed services serving in the Middle
East, hoping to make thelr holidays
a blt happler.

We recelved a phone call about a
Farmington Hills couple who pur-
chased 20 cases of bathroom tissue
to donate to our drive. We will ar-
range shipment to the soldlers by
way of the Friends of Freedom Com-
mittee.

This display of
overwhelmed us. We werc

charity

offlce on Drake Road.

Items the soldicrs have requested
are: fuice boxes, fruit cups, soups,
crackers, cookles, nuts, hard candles,
gum, facial tissues, bathroom tissue,
toathpaste, lip balm, bandalds, Q-
tps, sanltary napkins, baby powder,
balls, Frisbees, paperback books,
magazines, small games and a lot of
letters.

We certainly do not expect large
quantitics. Every item wili be great-
ly appreciated.

majority of the signs are located
aleng Orchard Loke Road and other
mafor thoroughfares where, unfor-
tunately, no trees exist.

Further, the slgns are merely a
{few feet tall and certalnly could not
eliminate the view of the many ma-
Jestic trees in our nelghborhoods.

More Importantly, though, when
our young men and women are
standing on the front llnes in the
Persian Gulf, prepared to glve their
lives for the cause of freedom, It Is

Dan B: hard to und of those
sealor patrol leader,  who wish to exerclse that freedom.
Boy Scout Troop 110 Davld L. Haron,

Farmington Hills

Thanks for
success story

To the edltor:

Many times we read and hear the
negative news about drug raids,
tragic deaths and raclal prejudice.

But, with the Thanksglving boli-
day just over, I would llke to share
with you a success story of a not-for-
proflt agency and a local business,
On Sunday, Nov. 11, D. Dennlson's
Seafood Tavern closed thelr doors to
paylng customers and hosted 2 fund-
raislng dinner for the Farmington
Area YMCA. LobsterFest 1090 was a
sellout with 275 of the YMCA'a sup-
porters in attendance. We all enjoy-
ed a detlelous meal and fIne service,

The proceeds of thls event wlll be
directed to the YMCA Capltal Fund
with the hopo of bullding a teen ac-
tivity center in the near future. I
glve thanks and pralse to community
splrited businesses like D. Dennlson’s
for putting peaple before profits,

Kevin C, Bush,
execative director,
Farmington Area YMCA

Sign criticism
is ill-founded

To the editor:
Once again your public opinlen
column contained a letter from one

only Individual quantlties to be

of my about
the abundance of political signs dott-

cuit.
Run or walk on

The Medical Fitness Cen-
ter is a complete Health Spa
facility. We have the latest in
fitness equipment, including
the new Keiser Weight Cir-

of a mile banked indoor

ologists,

and Doctors. Call now for
an appointment for FREE
Fitness Evaluation.

our 1/10
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track. Relax
peutic Whirlpoo! or Sauna.

Your Fitness Program is
directed by Exercise Physi-

in our thera-
R.N.’s

Dieticians,

7940 Farmington Road
[Between & & 7 Mils Roads)
Livonla

n.
Ph1 425-5544

ONE FREE
FITNESS EVALUATION,

Havce onc of our cxercise

fitness cvaluation including health risk factors,

425-5544

ABSOLUTELY FREE!
ca¥t

physiologists give you a

|
for appointment !
good thru 11-30.90 _

City council
lets him down

To the editor:

The clty council meeting of Nov,
19 was a farce. It was an embarrass-
ment to every resldent of Farming-
ton Hills,

Our mayor and mayor pro tem ad-
mit to lying to the other councll
members and the entire city on sev-
cral oceaslons, yet they have the gall
to request a new ethics resolution.

The other councll members went
on record {n saying they cannot trust
Jean Fox and Aldo Vagnozz, as they
have no credibility whatsoever, My
question is why the resignation of
these two people was not offered km-
mediately? .

They let us all down, risking our
future by making all of us liable for
potential huge lega? settlements with
thelr decelt and political ambition. If
they won't own up to It, I feel It Is
every resident’s responsibllity to get
them removed from office before
they domore harm. -

Thelr discuption of the council fs
continuous and degrading to our clty.

For the good of the taxpayers of -

Farmington Htlls and the clty coun-
cil Itself, we must remove this scar
on our clty,

The legal settlement “only” cost
$130,000 this time. How much will
they cost us next time if we give
them the chance? .

Albert J. Ladwig,
Farmiogton Hills

t he

32418 Norit

On Monday, Nov, 26, the Farming-
ton Hils City Council will continue
its longstandlng annual tradltion of
clevating the mayor pro-tem to
mayor.

This custom, respected every year
since the birth of the city, means
that Farmington Hills' next mayor
will be councilman Aldo Vagnorzl,

Vagnozz| has served the city hon-
orably during his lenure on the coun-
cll. He has always kept the interests
of the public uppermost in his delib-
erations, He 1S so honest that he Is
often called “the conscience of the
Hills.” His style and positions appeal
to Republicans and Democrats allke.

Indecd, Vagnozzl was by far the
top vote-getter among all council
candldates in the 1969 city election.

We are confldent that as mayor
Vagnozzi will continue to serve
falthtully, We wish him well.

Mark Steckloff,
Farmington Hills

Writing N
is rewriting

To the edltor:

I am writing In response to Philip
Power’s recent column on education-
al reform and Publlc Act 25. Mr.
Power’s comments on a varlety of
Issues suggest an unfamiliarity with
widely accepted princlples in public
education, but particularly an igno-
rance of rescarch in effective writ-
Ing instruction.

: As the representative of a group of
English teachers at Birmingham
Groves High'Schoal, I am compelled
toset the record straight.

MR. POWER argues that the sug-
gested outcomes In writing are “be-
wildering” because they focus on
such areas as “prewriting, drafting,
revising, proofreading, publlshing”
Instead of “the idea that children

should learn to write clearly, {oglcal-

ly, and qulekly.”

Perhaps these terms are bewilder-

€EBEL

architects

Please join Robert Alexander Jewelers and Ebel for an exclusive showing
of the entire Ebel watch collection,

Thursdny: November29 « 6-9
Friday, November 30 « 10-9

For a limited time only, preview this spectacular selection of timepieces.
From the elegance of 18 karat gold watches enhanced by diamonds
and precious stones, to the accuracy and dependabilit

Ebel stands the test of time,

Robert ALEXANDER

y of the sports models,

when we devote time to thinking
{prewriting), we write clearly and
logleally when we glve words to our
thoughts (drafting); we wrile clearly
and loglcally when we evaluate what
we have commlited to text and
make appropriate adjustments to
clarify our meanlng (revising); we
write clearly and logically when we
take the time to edit our work so
that It contains a minimum of errors
(proofreading); we write clearly and
loglcally when we analyze our audi-
ence and adjust our messages to per-
suade, inform, entertain or reveal
our understandlng of our subject
{publishing).

As for writing “quickly,” Mr, Pow-
er falls to identify any particular ad-
vantages ‘to that value. English
teachers current In the develop-
menls in writing instruction wilt ar-
gue that when students actually de-
velop proficlency in the elements of
the writing process described above,
the ease of writing Is a natural con-
sequence.

PERHAPS THE ultimate testimo-
ny to the need for helping students to
think and analyze an approach (o

* subject matter is Mr. Power’s curso-

ry dlsmissal of an entire movement
in writing Instruction [n two sentenc-
es. That kind of analyais is superil
cial at best, and probably destrue-
tlve of real efforts to improve our
schools,

One thing we can zll agree on is
that schools won't get better until we
abandon the rhetorical flourish In fa-
vor of reasoned analysls and empii-
cal research, By those standards, the
assessment of student writlng de-
mands that we focus on harrowly de-

-fined and archale principles that do

Httle to belp students think about
what they are dolng when they write,

Writing s a way of thinking our
way Into a subject, Mr. Power. It's
clear from your comments that you
haven't really progressed past the
prewrillng stage.

We all look foward to the revislon
that reatly ks worth publishing,

John Klemme,
Eoglish department head,
Groves High Schoot
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