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Different dialects
Actress does a variety of them

By Elhel Simmons
staff writer

IN “A SHAYNA MAIDEL" for

the Olney Theatre, Kathy

Danzer played Luisa, who

spoke “three different ways
- heavily accented Yiddish-Palish,
then Yiddish and straight English,

"It was about European and faml-
ly survivors,” sald Danzer,

In “Beau Jest," the refreshlng
comedy at the Birmingham Theatre,
she plays a Jewish girl llving in Chi-
cago, and in one scene, at a Seder
dinner in her apartment, “I speak
lcbrew, for the blessings.*

“I've learned dialects before,” she
said, “Mississippi dialects for
‘Crimes of the Heart' and ‘Blloxi
Blues.” For this one (‘Beau Jest'), we
decided to go with a Chicago sound,
which is ‘flat” — and that's not a
Judgment.”

The slim, attractive, dark-hajred
actress spoke enthusiastically about
her role in the current production,
which runs through Sunday, Dec. 16,
at the Birmingham Theatre. The
comedy by James Sherman has been
optioned for another production, a
New York one, early next year.

“WE'VE HAD SO much fun work-
ing on this play,” Danzer said. Glv-
ing some background on the show,
she mentioned, “The first productlon
had a long run at the Victory Gar-
dens Theatre in Chicago. 1 believe

VYersatile Charles Nolte returns to

Performances of "A Christmas
Carol” open at 8 tonight (Thurs.
day, Nov. 29) at Meadow Brook
Theatre. The  production runs
ihrough Sunday, Dec, 30, For tick-
ctinformation, call the box office
Al 5i7-3300.

By Mary Jane Doorr
spocial wrltor

HAT BRINGS a stage dl-
rector back to Meadow
Brook Theatre year aif-
ler year for eight years

todirect A Christmas Care)”?
Charles Nolte does have other
things going. Dominick Argento’s op-
era “The Voyage of Edgar Allen
Poc. for which Nulte wrote the
highty acclaimed libretto, premiered
o month ago at the Chicago Lyric
Opera. His 10 plays have appeared
on Broadway, in London and in
many of the (heaters in Minncapolis
where he 1s°a professor in the De-
partment of Theatre Arts at the Uni-

this is the second production.”

Sherman, who wrote “Beau Jest,”
is  playwright-in-residence at the
Vietory Gardens and is on the facul-
ty of the Second City Training Cen-
ter, where he worked as a writer and
performer for three years,

In “Beau Jest,” the character Sar.
ah, played by Danzer, “wants to
have a baylncnd her famtly will ap.
prove of," she said. “She makes up a
guy — David Stelnberg, a doctor -
and hires someonc to pretend to be
him. She requests someene Jewish.”

As it tuens out, the escort service
sends Bob, who isn't Jewish hut he is
an actor who has appeared in “Fid-
dler on the Roof,” which comes 1n
handy when he participates in the
Seder dinner.

Allen Fitzpatrick, who starred in
New York's revival of “The Roth-
schilds,” is Bob. The hilarious and
expert cast also includes includes
Michael Cooke as Chris, her real
boy{riend; Judith Granite as Miriam,
her mother; David S. Howard as Abe,
her father, and Bruce Katzman as
Joe, her brother.

MOST OF THE roles Danzer hay
performed have been conlemporary
ones. “People don’t know if 1 can do
the classics,” she suld, in her Bir-
mingham Theatre dressing room.

“I'm afraid it's too late to play Ju-
liet, but [ would Hke to play that lady
in the play whose name I can't men-

Charles Nolte

directs ‘A Christmas Carol'
versity of Minnesota and artistic di-
rector of the universi five the.
alers.

At Meadow Brook on the Gakland

Happy Holidavs
onthe
Magnificent Mile.
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tion (Lady Macbeth in “Macbeth” ~
a superstition not to mention [n the
theater),

Danzer has had quite a lhmg golng
with the (‘omudy -drama “Crimes of
the ileart.” She took over the role of
Meg in the Broadway production.
The part originally was played by
Mary Beth Hurt, who was followed
by ilolly Hunter for two months,
then by Danzer for six months in
1983.

After that, she went to ACT in
Scaltle, where she played in a pro-
duclion of “Crimes of the Heart” as
Babe, “the one who shoots her hus-
ban

Danzer then went on the national
tour of the Broadway show, playing
Meg for a and 3 half. Detroit.

nces saw her as Meg,
h she describes as “the trashy
at the Power Center. "It was
lI(' biggest theater 1've ever been in
nmy hife,” she said.

Asked which of the twao sisters she
preferred playing (she has yet to
play the third). Danzer satd, *T hate
to say I liked Meg best because she's
such cheap Christmas teash, but I'm
more similar to Meg. | understand
what makes her tick.”

She enjoyed playing Babe, the old-
er sister, as well. "It was very hel
ful to me. T knew exactly what Meg,
the littie sister, needed.™

DANZER'IS from Montana. The

University  campus  in Ilochcau:r
Mills, he has directed some 40 pro-
duclions since his first one “The
Andersonville Teial.” 1n 1971, In the
cast of that production was Booth
Colman, who stars as Scrooge in
Meadow Brook's “Christmas Carol.”

Nolte's plag “A Summer Remem-
bered” hud its premiere at Meadow
Broak. Later this year, Nolte will di-
reel “Inherit the Wind."

“THIS PLAY IS a bloodv good
Christn,
Christm,
between rehearsals with the cast's
30 young and old performers. It only
takes M3 weeks to mount “A Christ-
mas Carol” since so many of the ac-
tors and actresses return cach year.
“Mostly what the stage dircction
nvolves naw 18 bringing the new
unes up to the standard of the oth-
ers.” he sad Tt is a brilliant theat-
rical piece, nothing high tech like
‘Phanton *
There are i number of versions of
“A Chrstmas Carol” but  Nolte

actress started her theatrical career
as a child and did 10 years of sum-
mer stock before she left the state,
She went to the University of Mon-
tana, where she recelved a bachelor
of fine arts in acting and directing.

Studying directing was “really
helplul” to her as an actress. “A di-
rector really needs to fook at the
whole ple, and as an actor keeps you
on track to look at the whole pie.”
But she declares, "I'm not a director.
I rely heavily on Susan (Susan
Rosenstock who ts director of “Beau
Jest™)."

Danzer said there is a theater in
her home town, where she has di-
rected “Biloxi Blues” and “Voice of
the Prairie,” a play about the early
days of radio, in which she previous.
iy appeared.

Now living in Manhattan, Danzer
finally has her own apartment after
having roommates and sublets for
years. Because she has been on the
road alf year, she hasn't spent too
much time in her apartment, howev-

cr.

She has been separated for the last
year and a half from her husband,
Greg Johnson, a director, stage man-
ager and teacher, whom she met
when he was assistant director on
1he Broadway production of "Crimes
of the Heart.” Johnson tater directed
the Birmingham Theatre production
of "Crimes of the Heart” with Genie
Francis.

prefers the traditional, stralghtfor-
ward onc that is true to the original.
It is his innovation 1o have a chorus
of eight sing Christmas carols in the
lobby before the show and then as
part of the show

“Some directors try to inflict their
own e¢gos onto their productions.
They feel they are modernizing it
and making it relevant to today’s au-
diences. What is the point in taking
the story from, say, Marley's point
of view or making Scrooge into a
cartoon character?” Nolte queried.

This show is Meadow Brook's big-
gest success, with its 5% week run
95 percent sold out. The set built
nine years ago even had to be re-
placed with a new one last year.
Strangely, the theatrical tradition of
mounting “A Chritsmas Carol” is
American and is not done in Eng-
land.

"THE SHOW IS saturated with the
Christmas spirit,”” Nolte said
“Scrooge has a terrible vision of his
dreadful past and his destiny. He
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Kathy Danzer stars in “Beau Jest” at the Birmingham Theatre,

Meadow Brook

‘This play is a bloody good Christmas
story. Besides, it is my Christmas and |

love it.’

— Charles Noite

arises, changes his ways. Tiny Tim is
saved. Cralchit gets a warm work-
shop and everyone lives happily ever

e Voyage of Edgar Allen Poe™
is quite a different story, centering
on Poe’s memories and delusions
Fourteen years agoe. the University
of Minnesota asked Nolte's col-
league, Pulitzer-Prize-winning Ar.
gento to compose an opera for the
1976 celebration. Argento saw simi-
larities between Nolte's play "A
Night at the Black Pig” and what he
wanted in the “Poc."

“Of everything 1do — teach, dr-
rect. act — writing is my favorite,”

24166 Grand River
{3 blocks west of
Telegraph)
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saud the 64-year-old Nolte, who 1s
working on a new opera libretto with
a New York composer, Benjamin
Lees, about Mexican lcndvr Maximi-
lan.

Born tn Duluth. Nolte is a gradu-
ate of Yale. He met Terence Kilburn
1n the 1950s when he was starring in
“The Catne Mutiny Court-Marttal”
on Broadway and Kilburn was in
“Teahouse of the August Moon.” His
enormous list of credits makes his
accomplishments as a writer, actor,
director ook as if success has come
casily,

“Everything is hard in the theater.
Nothing comes easily,” Nolte said.

OPEN 7 DAYS
537-1450
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A Love Story
of the '90s -
Boy Meets Girl,
Boy Beds Girl,
Then What!

THRU Dec. 9
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DAVID REGAL

T othe At has nat only Rega) but adso Mary Bremer i Terrenee MeNally's
cameds about love 1 the movnlight an a fold-out stadio couch They have the
fight miy Regabandt Bieemes are 50 good together.*

Lawrence DeVine. The Detroit Free Press
“Now Deteoit has s own “Frankic and Johnny,” i a production thar's second to
none. Beller actars under more asiute direction arent to be found elsewhere in
factio Detrail. o most wther places This is our best. Come and admire, and
Langh a lol. ton
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Edward Hayman, The Detroit News

A'TTIC THEATRE
7339 Third at West Grand Bivd.
875-8284
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