Area author’s novel gives wings to romance

By Ralph A. Echtinaw
stalt wrlter

Livonia native Shelly Thacker
wrote the book on romance, or at
least one of them.

Thacker is the proud author of
“Falcon on the Wind,” a thick medi-
eval novel set In 13th century
France and Scotland. H's expected
to be In most book stores by Dec. 20.

She wlll be signing coples of her
bock from 7:30-9:30 p.m, Saturday,
Dee. 22, In the B. Dalton Bookseller
in Wonderland Mall, Livonia, and
from 2-4 p.m, Saturday, Jan. 19, at
Daiton's In Livonia Mall,

“Falcon” is about a tough guy who
kidnaps a high-class lady on her
wedding day tn order to use her as a
pawn 1o prevent the Invasion of Scot-
tand. Bul of course the quasi-rufii-
an's coldly machlavelltan outlook
gives way to hard-core affection for
he woman as the two go nulzo for

ly ever after, or at least untll one of
them dics.

BORN IN LIVONIA and a 1981
Northville High graduate, Thacker
has always enjoyed writlng.

“I didn't choose writlng. Wrltlng
chose me, I really feel I have to
write. T think I'm honestly one of
1hose people who was born to be a
writer,"

Perhaps she was. “Faleon on the
Wind," ber first book, was snapped
up by Avon Books four days after
submisslon. The book was one of slx
national finalists In the Romance
Writers of America Golden Heart
competlilon, and won four regional
RWA awards.

Avon even gave Thacker a (wo-
book contract, unusual for a nascent
author.

Admitting to a love of history,
writlng and happy endings, Thacker
is especially configured to write his-
torical romance flction, :.vhcre pleas-

Shelly Thacker

drunks on New Year's Eve.
“Sometimes it’s nice to have a lit-
tle part of the world where you know
cverythlng Is going (o be OK,™
Thacker said. “In today's world, peo-

ALTHOUGH MEDIEVAL fictlon
has traditionally been a poor sell,
Thacket finds it fascinating.

“The Middle Ages has been my fa-
vorite time period since I was a little
girl. A knight on a charging black
warhorse makes my heart beat fast-
er as counless cowhoys never
could.”

But weren't the Middle Ages
marked by a hopelessly poor exis-
tence for most of those involved?
Weren't economic and intellectual
endeavors stunted as the Cathollc
church and feudal lords exercised
their awsome hegemony over Eu-
rope? Didn't the Black Plague wipe
out half the population In twe years?
Well, yes, but hey, that stuff doesn’t
make good romantic fiction, *You
Just don't pay so much attention to
the grime and the dirt that you know
was there,” Thacker said.

WHILE THACKER is a full-time
author now as she works on her sec-
ond book, she wrate “Falcen™ on a
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articles for various magazines.

She doesn't expect the book to
make a great deal of money or even
generate an Income greater than
what she could carn with an ordl-
nary Job

“I write for a living but I don't
make a living writing. Right now it's
more for love than for money.”

With s0 many wanna-be authors
out there, publishers can luxuriate in
what's known as a buyer's market.
“The average advance these days Is
between $2,000 and $5,000,” Thacker
satd. . .

In fagt, the author will get Just 25
copies of *“Falcon on the Wind"
gratis. If sho- wants any more, she
buys them just like anyene clse.

{
Thacker Is busy now with numer:
ous book sigalngs around metro De-
troit but Aven has no plans to send
her on a natlonal tour. As she frecly
admits, she's no Stephen King.

While Thacker contemplates her
success and wonders how many
more autographs she’ll be asked for,
she contlnues to work on “Midnight
Ralder,” her second book. Due at
Avon next March, the book will
probably be out sometime next year.

But {or now, Thacker has “the best
Christmas present I've ever given
myself." She's encouraging everyone
to buy a copy of “Falcon” for their
favorite romance nut.

“It makes a great stocking stuifer,
hey.”
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CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS
SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS
REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING
NOVEMBER 26, 1990

Mayor Fox called the mecting (o order at 7:30 p.m. Members Present; Mayor
Fox. Mayor P’ro-Tem Vagnouat, Bates, Grant, Lichtman, Marks, and Sever, Oth-
ers Present: City Manager Costick, City Clerk Doran, Assistant City Manager
Call, Assistant {o the City Manager Hrock, Director of Finance Rosch, Director
of Planning and Community Development Countegan and City Atlorney Do-
nohue.

couNQL:

- E"mclulmrd November 25 through December 1, 1990 as Winter Awarencss

+ Elected Aldo Vagnozz as Mayor and Jonathan Grant as Mayer Pro-Tem for
1991,

+ Accepted Atlorney's report vn release of Executive Sesaion information.

- Aceepted audited financial report by Planle and Maran, P.C., for fiscal year
ended Junc 20, 1990.

- Introduced Zoning Text Amendment 15, 1990, 1o amend the City Code relative
tv Toxic & Hazardous materials and uses [n the IR0 and LI-1 Districts,

« Enacted Ordinance €-29-90, amending the City Code relative o Historie Dis-
trict Preservation sequirements.

APPROYED:

- American Federallon of State, County and Municipal Employees labor con-
tract.

- Mecting date of December 8, 1990 for City Council Study Session and Joint
Study Session with Parks and Recreation Commission,

AWARRDED BID FOR:

« Brittany Drive bridge culvert clean cul to State Wide Exravaling. Inc., In the
amount of $4,200.

- Storm sewer repair at Fourteen Mile Hoad and Ten Hill Road to South Hill
Construction i Ihe amount of $12.460.

+ Qutdour lighting improvements for Visitors Cenler at Heritage Park to Jot
Electric Company in the amount of $10,359.

Regular mecling adjourned al 11:4¢ p.m

Men, if you're about to turn 18, 1t's
time to register with Selective Service
atany U.S. Pout Office

e
aﬁgfg
It's quick. It's easy.

And it's the law.

part-time basis while free-lancing
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Farmlagton Hills Clty Hal
31555 Eleven Mile Hoad
Farmington 1111ls, M1 48136

ITEM:

Zaning Test Amendment 14, 1950

E TAKE NOTICE that the Farmungton Hills City Counct) wall give for
nsideration to a proposed text amendment of the Farmingion 1M City
Chapter 34, Zomng Chapter, which amendment will amend Section 34.3
ection 34-541. A summary of said amendment 1s as follows

¢
and §
1. Changes tu the zoning urdinance standards relating Lo wall signs in the
husiness, industrial and expressieiy distiicls
2 Changrs to the zoming ordinance which will prohitat temporary agns
uniess permitted pursuant to other provisions of the code
3 Changes to the definition section of certain types uf sigas

invited W atte

Any person who is Interested i (his amendmer 4 and particr
pale in the public hearing discussion Complele Zaning Chapter and Text are
available for purchase and or mspection during regular business fours at L
Planning Department

Poban Kaventer 39 1990

JEAN FOX, Mayor
KATHRYN A. DORNAN, City Clerk

DALE A COUNTEGAN, Dieector
I'lanning & Cotnitumty Development
€1ty of Farnnngton thils

©O1%0 WINTER TAN
PUBLIC NOTICE

The City of Farmington tax statements aze pagable December 1. 1996 through
February 14. 1991, A 3% penalty will be 3dded o February 15, 3991

As ol March 1. 1991, all 1990 taxes must be paid to ¢ Hugh Dohany. Daklund
County Treasurer

City Half offices will be open for payment of taxes 830 a s to 5 pm. Monday
through Friday except for the following

Monday, December 24, 1950
Tucsday, December 25, 1990
Manday, December 31, 1590
Tuesday, January 1, 1991

For your cunvenience. a depontory 15 Tocated in te Caty all Lobby
PATSY CANTRELY.
Treasurer

CITY-OF FARMINGTON HILLS

NOTICE OF ADOPTION OF ORDINANCE C-29-99, an Ordinance to amend
Sevtion 15-35, Work Affecting Exterior Appearance of Structures, etc. of Article
11, Historic Districts and Hustorie Dustrict Commission, of Chapler 15, Historical
Preservation of the Code of Ordinances of Farmington Hills, to adapt by refer-
ence the United Stales Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rebabilitation.

THE CITY OF FARMINGTON HILLS OHDAINS.

Section 1. N
Section 15-35, Work Aftecting Exierior Appearance of Structures, etc.. of
Arucle 1], Historic District and Historic District Commission, of Chapter 15,
Historical Preservation, of the City Code is hereby amended to add Subsection
1eri0), which subsection shall read as follows:
fe) Guidelloes for Constroction, Restoration, Etc.

{10) The Secretary of the Interior's Standards for Rehabilitation as
presently promulgaled in the Code of Federal Regulations or as
they may be amended in the future. Coples of said Standards for
Rehabilitation shall be maintained in the office of the City Clerk
and the Community Development Department, and shall be sub-
Ject 10 an examination by the public during normal busipess
hours

Section 2. Repealer
verablllly
vings
Secthon 5. Effective Date: December 17,1990
Section 6. Enactment: November 26, 1990

KATHRYN A. DORNAN,
City Clerk
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Grand River/Halsted Plaza

Great Holiday Shopping, Close To Your Home

(3

xJl

Grand River near Halsted, Farmington

: K-Mart * Kroger ¢ Perry Drug ¢ Fashion Bug & much more

All
Calendars
15% OFF

with this coupon
not valid with other discounts

i~
BOOKCENTER.
478-2810 ||

Dinner Special
Buy one dinner at the

of equal or lesser value at
1/2 off!
Not good with ottier offers.
Expires 1:10 81,
We Deliver
Breakfast Special
2 extra large eggs. bacon,
sausage, American fries,
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| toast & jelly 2.29  Hensai

regular price, get 2nd dinner

476-6400

T T T T T T 1

Foulevard Cafe’

0 am -J

35% to 50%
All Fine
Jewelry

expires 12/15/90

478-3131

alamonqpoutique

Custom Made Jewelry
Exquisitely Designed To
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| with this coupon only
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: Be Exclusively Yours
|

' 20% OFF |

Your Dry Cleaning
Order
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| Present coupon with
i incoming order only
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Off

Expires 12/15/90

Happy Holidays from

Heritage
Dry Cleaners

473-0100

o Fri TamBpmSaL 86 |

For A
Great Haircut

& f OFF

Haircuts
Save ‘1 off our
cveryday low 8

haircut price

{next to K-Mart)

Koney Island Inn
Family Restaurant

Complete Dinner Menu
Greek Specialties « Pork &
Veal Chops - Shish Kebab «
Chicken & Much More.

‘4 Days Only!
Sale Ends Sunday
Al FHellmank

Boxed Christmas
Cards

14% OFF with coupon only

20%
QFF Exp. 1/15:91

Your total food bill,
after 2 pm only.

through 12/2/90

Card & Gift Center:

other speciats!

Open at 7 am Mon -Fri.
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: Ask about our breakfast and

478-3871
Daily 9:30-9 Sun. 12-5




