Booze still OK in county parks

By Pat Murphy
staff writor

Efforts to ban booze in Oakland
County parks have fallen flat , . . al-
most Ilke stale beer.

A measure to prohlbit alcoholle
b at picnles or p
dled a qulet death Monday when
commlasioners falled (o report it out
of the gencral government commii-
ce.

The resolution would not have
changed the policy of allowing alco-
hol at weddings and private partles
at ":he county's populdr reccption

alls.

Among those who let the measure
die was the who spon-

County Sherlff’s Department, which

sored )t in September, Dennis M.
Aaron, D-Oak Park.

"I am disappolnted it fajled,” sald
Aaron. “I didn’t vote for it {the ban)
because other commissloners obvi-
ously dida’t want It.”

Aaron and other commissioners
let the measure die after Ralph
Richard, manager of the the county's
nine parks, reported that drunken.
ness or rowdy behavlor associated
with it has not been a problem over
the more than three decades alcohol
has been permitted in the parks.

Commissioner Thomas A. Law, R-
West Bloomfield, sald the Oakland

OCC campus hosts arts fest

The Royal Oak campus of Oakland
Community College will again host
the Festival of Arts weekend start-
ing Friday,

Events include exhiblts by the
Arts and Humanitles Club and Pho-
tographers’ Associalion, an antique
and craft show, Children's Theater
and bell chair.

Some events are free, while others
— like the Detrolt Dance collective
or the Taste of Royal Qak cullnary
event — require an admission fec.

The following is a schedule of
events:

® Friday: Arts & Humanities
Club exhiblt and sale and Photogra-
pher's Assoclatlon exhibit and sale,
6-10 p.m. and throughout the festi-
val.

® Saturday: Antique and craft
show, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Royal Oak
Hand Bell Choir, 11 a.m. to noon;
Santa Claus, 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.;
Children’s Theater, “Mr. Grump and
the Clown,” noon and 2 p.m.; Detrolt
Dance Collective, family dance con-
cert, 8 pam.

® Sunday: Children's Theater,
“Mr. Grump and the Clown,"” noon;
Taste of Royal Oak, 1-4 p.m.; Madi-
son Corale,
NewTradition Concert Series featur-
ing NewAcoustic String Music, blue-
grass and country musle, 2-3 p.m,;
the “Balaliaka Orchestra of De-
troit,” 3-4 p.m.; and Detrolt Dance
Cotlective family concert, 3 p.m.

Additlonal information is avails
able at 544-5550.
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J patrols parks, verifies
that moderate use of alcohol is not a
problem.

“THERE'S NO REASON for us to
prohiblt adults from drinking a beer
or mlxed drink in moderatlon,” sald
Law, who is also a member of the
Parks and Recreatlon Commlasion.

Richard sald county policy contin-
ues to prohiblt alcohol around swim-
ming pools or at facilities calering
ta youngsters.

“But otherwise our policy is to al-
low park patrons to use alcohol as
long as they do not get rowdy or
cause disturbances,” he said.

When facllitles — ke reception

" halls at Addison Oaks or Waterford

Oaks — are leased for weddings or
parties, the county requlres the spon-
50rs to hire bartenders provided by
the county's catering "

had too much to drink and they don't
have the pressure of having to cut
off a famlly member.

"Qur policies work very well and
we see liitle need to change,” Rich-
ard said. “Part of the appeal of our
parks s the freedom for responsible
adults to use alcohol withln the llm-
its imposed by law.”

AARON SAID he wanted the coun-
ty to consider banning alcohol be-
cause of the myriad of problems as-
sociated with its abuse. He inlro-
duced his resolution about the same
time commissioners were reviewing
a proposal to remove cigaretic ma-
chines from county property because
there was no way of preventing und-
crage smokers from purchasing to-
baceo,

Aaron, hlmself a chain-smoker,
saig he proposed banning alcohol as

Richard said.

Those bartenders are llcensed and
traincd, he said. “They have little
trouble spotting somebody whose

a matter of Y.

“Furthermore, 1 think it's bad
public policy to tolcrate something
as harm(ul as alcohol at public facil-
ities,” he said.
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The Oakland County chapter of
Mothers Against Drunk Driving
will hold its annual “Candlelight
Vigll" at 7:30 p.m. Monday, Dec. 10
at the Nardin Park Methodist
Church in Farmington Hills.

The purpese of the Vigil s to
provide a setting in which family
and friends may remember (heir
loved ones who have been killed by
drunk drivers, according to Greg
Bien, Oakland County MADD presi-
dent.

The public is invited to attend to
say "l care” to the jamilies of
those who have died in a drunk
driving accident, Bien said. The
church is on 11 Mile Road, one
block west of Middlebelt

MADD holds annual
‘Candlelight Vigil’

The “Candlelight Vigil” begins a
period of "hope for a less violent
future” as MADD sponsors other
programs and projects durlng De-
cember 1o prevent holiday drunk
driving crashes, Bien said.

Among them Is the Red Ribbon
Campaign in which citizens are en-
couraged 1o tie a red ribbon to
thelr car door mirvor or antenna as
a sign to Oakland County that they
hope for a safe holiday season and
a slop 10 drunk driving.

“We hope that cvery citizen of
Qaklan¢ County will join us in our
holiday programs,” Bien satd.

For additiona} information or if
you wish 10 have a name read at
the Vigil, please cal) 693-0270.
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