Monday, December 3, 1990°

By Casey Ihnl
stall writer

Police and school officials are
kecping a sharp watch on activitles
at Farmington High School after one
student was assaulted in a fight Mon-
day, and police broke up & gathering

of 30-40 students Wednesday.

Although the Incldents lnvotved a
number of students of Albanian de-
scent, school officlals stress Mon-
day's fight was. not -ethnlcally
motival

It occun-ed becam of an argu-
ment over a bracelet between two

friends,. then snowballed when one
boy’s Iriends interceded, sald princi-
pal Gerry Potter,

“The incldent was not precipitated

. by any ethnlc problem,’” Potter sald.

“That's not what it's all about. We

+ e dealing with a violatlon of sehool. * :

tules.”

He said school officals aré ol

ready taking action to bold lhu stu.
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other rumors and con«:m at the
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Potter emphasized Monday's inci-

dent involved about half a dozen stu-
dents and that many students in the
achool were not even aware of the
altercatton.

. There was no tighting during the
Wednesday incident, because stu-
dents alerted schoo! 'officlals who
contacted police before a fight broke
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stalf wrlter

The walls came lumhllng down
~ flnally.

After mnnths of duluy due to re-
moval of underground gasollne
tanks and other unforesecn prob-
lems, demolition began Thursday
on the old Metrobank bullding in
downtown Farmingten. The bulld-
ing- housed a gasollne station aid
an auto dealership in earller years,
and served as the bank's headquar-
ters and a branch office more re-
cently.

It wil be replaced: with -a
smaller, more. modern bank build-
ing designed to ‘blend into the
downtown landscape. The bank has
had plans for the building for three

SHARON LeMIEUX/statt photographer

ished. The workmen said they would use the furniture them-

selves or give it to friends.

_‘We've trled to design the building.
‘with the flavor of downtown. We
. looked all around, and felt. . -we
.really hed the best spot.’

—_ Flober! He/nrlch
" Metrobank president

years and Iy cxbcclcd to spend .

more than half a million dottars for
the new bullding, equipment and
other capital items.

Renovatlon of the old building
would have cost about $750,000,
bank officlals sald. -

“We've (ried to design the bulld-
ing with the NMavor of downtown,”
sald. Metrobank President Robert
Helnrich, who also slits on the city's
Downtown Development Authority.
Tie said the bank decided on the
demolitlon/butlding project after

Walls finally tumble

Down with old bank to make way for new

Jooking ‘at other sites. “We Joaked
all around, and felt . . . we really
had the best spot.”*

ALTHOUGH ONE of the more
visible projects downtown, the
Mectrobank project follows a .num-

ber of other large renovations

downtown .and facade improve-
ments, including major commer-
cia) renovatlons such as the Cook’
Building, the Focat Point Studio of
Pholography and the. building at
the southwest corner of Grang Riv-
cr and Farmington roads. Fellow
financtal institutions with branches
downtown, First Federal of Michi-
gan and National Bank of Detrolt,
“haxa.also done renovations recent-
ly.
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charges

. Three Nigerian citizens were arrested around
noon Saturday by U.S,~-Cystoms agenis at the

spnk&;man said agents se:
kept the key. Agenls conlis

=i 3 men arrested on heronne

ated 300 grams of sus:

arched {he room and

Muirwood apartments in south central Farming-
ton Hillg.Customs agents confiscated half a kilo-
“gram (1.1 pounds) of suspected heroin.

The three men were arrested on a federal com-
plaint that alleges they imported and planned lo
distribule controlled substances. They were ar-

ralgned Sunday In U.S, District Court. If the men |

are convicted, they could be deported after serv-
ing thelr sentences.

A -SECOND raid was conducted by customs

. agents at about 3 p.m. Saturday at the Knights Inn.
on Grand River, also in Farmington Hills, A hotel |

. pected heroin from the room.

Customs sald the heroin they confisciated has a
street value of about $1 million,

The Knights Inn room had been rented Satur-
day, for one day, by onc of the men arrested. Cus-
toms agents could not be reached for comment. No
one was available at the huge apartment complex
Sunday who could provide Informytion,,

All three men were arrested without incident.

Accordlng to customs agents, about 18 Nigerian
citizens have been arrested in Michigan in the past
six months for transporting heroin into the United
States. -

_out, said asalstant prlmlpnl Clarence-

Shewhridge.

TWO'17-YEAR-OLD students and
a juvenile — all Farmington High
students — . were’ arrested Nov. 26
alter'- allegedly attacking another
student during the lunch hour In the
student parking lot. Commander
Chuck Lee of the Farmington Public
Safety Department said the victim, a
17-year-old, was thrown against a’
brick wall, Infuring hls eye.

The student required four stitches ..
to his eye.

Pleaso turn to Page 4

Hills

keeps

toxic
watch
But the law:
haslimits

By Josnno Mallszewaki
stalf writer

Most people associate toxic and
bazardous materials with industry
But danger also Jurks right-under
your nose fn your own garage.

“Most - residential garages arc
more hazardous than most compa-
nles, Eighty oercent of “indust:
stores these materials fairly safely,”
sajd hararduil materials spectallst
Wally Kurzeja of the Farmingtoa '
Hills Fire Department.

Yet most concerned residents con-
tinue to look at industry and re-

search facilities close to their homes -
. as patentlal culprits.

Farmington Hills resideats who
have been concerned about such ma-
terials in the city's tndustrisl-re-
scarch-affice and light-industrial
districts near their homes for the
most: part support proposed zoning
ordinance restrictions in these dis:
tricts. They alse believe more must
be done to proteet their hmllyl
health and safety.

But city attorney John Donoh»e
said a city has to be careful. It can-
not attempt to supersede. existing
state and federal taws that reguiate
the use, storage and disposal of tox-
Ie-hazardous materials.-

“THROUGH -TNE zoning ordl-
nances we can segregate Into partle-
ular zoning.districts uses that are in-
compatible with others. But the state
won't let us exclude legitimale land
uses if there is a demonstrated use
and land available," Donohue sald.

Slowly but surely, local ‘govern- .
ment is getting a handle on toxie-
hazardous materials used by bust.
nesses in the clty.
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