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Harrison eager

By Steve Kowalski
stolf writer

-~ Farnilngton Hills Harrison had a

“Meet The Team" night Thursday,

and it’s faif to say that even coach
- Mike Teachman benefitted by it.

-~ Due to the extended football sea-

son {what's new?) at -Harrison and
various lhjuries and lllnessés, Teach-
man hasn't had a full complement of
‘basketbali players show up daily at

© pracuce, - -
“I was just talking to-the parents
ursday.

" tonight” Teachman ‘said Th

“ have 12 kids on the team, and only
once since practice started have we
bad all £2 at practice.”. .
*+ Sull, Teachman likes what he sces,
. starting at the top with the return of
All-Observer ~first-team ~selection
Andy Smith. The 6-foot-3 senior
swingman - averaged 18.5. polnts,
eight rebodnds and three assists, and
he made 52 percent of his shots [rom
. the field, . .

_basketball -
i‘;n;:?h‘,“.-“ round of the Class B

Three starlers graduated, includ-
ing forward Rob Karbowskl, now

playing at Alblon College. Among*

ather casualties were the Hawks' top
three guards.in terms of playlng
minutes — Todd Hermans, Mill
Coleman and Brian Ellison.

Teachman remains _optimlstic.
Traditlon shows the Hawks will
again contend, considering they have
never {lnished below first or second
place in the divislon.

“You're always worried about
graduation losses, especlally when
they're’ spear carriers — . the
guards,” Teachman sald. “We've got
the stuit to make it, We just have to

mer and la about 85 percent healthy
wow.” . .

A key In the backeotirt coutd be 5-
8 junior Roy Granger, who missed
three days of pracllce last week with.
the flu. Granger and juniors Nick
Budor, Duan'te Anderson and }

Pinsky wlll -provide depth at the

guard positions. .
“1 like.to play three guards at &

time and I can go to four,” Teach- '

man sald. “Roy stepped up his game
in football, and I think be can do that
in:basketball. He played big in all
the big football games this year."

The Hawks frontline will be lm-
posing, with Smitk, Gilvydls and Sar-
cevich holding down posltions and 6-
4 junor Andy Filzpatrick coming off
the bench. Teachman sald the Hawks
won cach time the 83, 230-pound
Sarcevich scored and rebounded In
double flgures a year ago.

GILVYDIS WAS an_all-division

" cholce,.averaging 10 points and sev-

 Smith, who -transferred {rom. have people blend. together and ac  en rebounds a game desplte starting
‘Waterford Keltering alter hla sopho-  cept thelr roles. only one. As for Fitzpatrick:
more year, made an immediate im-  “The whole key to our team is how g

pression. Thls year. might be even

more fun because leams won't be

able to ignore Harrison's Improving

6-7 junior center Paul Gilvydis and

burly senfor forward Blazo Sarcev-
. lich, E

“SMITH IS TAKING the ball to
the hole better and is just starting to
-Ieel comfortable (after the late start

due to football),” Teachman said. .

. “The only part he needs to work on 1
getting open better without the ball,
because teams are sitting for him.
He's not unknown like he was last

ear.”.

‘The Hawks are coming off a 15-8
scason a’year ago. Harrison, which
won the Western Divislon of the
Western Lakes Activities 'Associa-
tion, finishéd the season with a dls-
appolnting loss to Redford Thurston

much Improvement we make

throughout the season. By the middle

of the year, I could put all 12 in the

gme and I'll plek the best elght-of
at”

t.
Starting at polnt guard will be 5-7

" junlor Dan Hight, who played on the

JV a year ago. Teachman sald Hight
would have played on the varsity,
but a preseason collarbone Injury a
year ago slowed hls progress.

THE SHOOTING guard position
will be (llled by 8-2 senlor Steve Sin-
gleton, who was a varsity reserve a
yearago. . -

Hight missed a week of practice
with a torn hamstring: injury sus-
tained during football but is coming
along fine, Teachman sald.

“Danny Is an outstanding point
guard. He had an outstanding sum-

“When he was on, he was a }cal .

good player,” Teachman sald. “For a

month and a half, be really played . B

well. He's hungry this year.”
Reserves on the frontline include

6-1 senlor forward Drew Rlck, who |

is “‘much ‘improved,” according to
Teachman, and §-1 junior Mlke Pes-
<. X .

Harrison opens Tuesday at West
Bloomfield, one of Oakland County's
best teams.

- “Théy've got {Josh) Koby (who has
signed with Eastern Michigan Uni-
versity), the Great China Wall with
all thelr big people on the frontline,
and {coach) Tim Domke’s son is a
great  shooter,” Teachman * said.
“Word is, they've been practicing 28-
29n;|ours a day. They're working
hard" - .

Raid’ers

",

Blazo Sarcevich battles former Fu}minplon
player Derek Mchraban for rebounding posi-
tion laat season. The 6-3 Sarcevich |s one of

to]me_et' .'e'xpe_ctat'_ions— | /

SHARON LeMIELXUstatt photographer

seven letlermen at Harrison and gives the
Hawks size and muscle up front.

s

await early challenge

ple's brother, Brian, now plays at

By Nea! Zipser

stafl writer Alma College. .

“I'm looking at the returning play-
ers to make the impact," Negoshlan
said. “The job will be to mesh those
players with the newcomers. it's
hard to know If the returning players
wilt carry the load or if they will let
the new players get their feet wet.

"We don't have great size, but we

Ocelots finish 3rd

The Schoolcraft College women's basketball team settled for third
place In its own Thankgiving T

In the consolation game Saturday (Nov. 24), Schoolcralt defeated
Jamestown; N.Y,, 53-45.

The Lady Ocelots, who beat the New Yorkers §5-54 earlier thls season.
hetd on after opening up a 39-21 advantage ot intermission.

Most coaches with young, inexpe-
rlenced teams fret about playing in a
holiday - tournament agalnst teams
expected to be playing in March,
long after the regular season ends.

But not North Farmington boys
basketball coach Tom Negoshian. -

He'll get an early Indicatlon of

what to expect from his Raiders, Tricia Lucas, who made the Al} team, paced . have decent size — more size than
who lost nine players to graduation |- i {3 polnts. Lee Anne Light{oot and Julic Sawicki added 12 points | - W€ are used o having,” the seventh
last season. apiece. year coach added. .

Neorth wilt play Dec. 27-28 In the
Troy Christmas tournament, which
. includes Berkley, Birmingham
Seaholm, Detroit Southeastern, Troy
and West Bloomfield.

“Troy Is believed to have one of Its
best teams ever, and' West Bloom-
field is one of the best in the county,”
Negoshian said. “The other teams
are very good, also. .

‘Lansing Community College won the champlonship an Saturday, rout-
ing Southwestern, 91-55. |
Sauthwestern upended the Ocelots in the tourney opener (Nov. 23), 87-

Negoshian is hoping all the play-
ers will get involved in the games -
because of the lack of a superstar.

“We don't have any one great
player, so we'lt have to show up and
play hard every game,” Negoshian
said. “It will be important we get
dispersed scoring.

“We have four seniors returnlng.
so [ think we are in good shape as far
as leadership. Usually, someone will
step to the forefront and, if no one
does, then we will be in trouble.”

After leading 45-38 at the. halftime, Southwestern pulled away in the
second period of play, connecting on six 3-pointers.
ricla Lucas led three SC players In double figures with 25 points.
Sophomore forward Mo Merritt scored 18 paints, while Lightfoat con-
tributed 12. - .

* REBA THIGPEN of Lansing CC was named Most Valuable Player for
the tournament, scoring a total of 40 points. -

In other actlon last week, the Lady Ocelots used a 34-15 halftime lead
to defeat Michigan Christlan, 65-46.

Freshman center. Nicole Dapprich scored 12 ‘points and sophemore

“I FEEL fortunate that we are
playlng this level of competition as
well as the level of competition in

our league. There's no other way to NEGOSHIAN ‘IS realistic” atmut

Chris Whlle, hléc\(lng out against John

King crowns Salem wit

By Dan O'Menta
staft writar

" A reporter asked Plymouth Salem basket-
ball coach Fred Thamana lo pinpolnt the
source of his leam’s trouble Friday night in
a Claas A girls semifinal game.

. Thomann dida't have to ponder the ques-
Uon.

“Too much Marklla,” be sald after watch--

Ing Markita Robinson — the winuer of this
year's Miss Basketball award — fead De-
troit Martln Luther King to a §0-38 victory
at Battle Creck Central High School.

The $-foot-10 sealor scored 17 polats and,
perhaps more importantly, had 10 assists,
Her pin-point passing was just &s damaging,
especlally In the first half when the Crusad-

" ér3(21-3) took control of the game.

+ Slx-foot-2 center Gemetrice White was on
. the recelving end of Robinson's sharp passes

averaged nine paints for the Raiders as a junior.

RANDY BORST/atait photographer

Glenn's Jason Plzzuti,

Took at [L. But there's no doubt that It
will be tough for us.”

North was 13-11 overall and 8-4 in
the Lakes Division of the Western
Lakes Activities .-Assoclation last
scason, and it wen the district at
Walled Lake Centra) before losing to
the University of Detrolt-Jesuit High
Schoo) In the regional,

Gone from last year's team is
Matt Hoffman, who averaged 20
points per game and now plays at
Lake Superlor State College.

Six-foot-3 senfor guard Chris

guard Laurel Haener added 11 points for the winners.

Schoaleraft improved Its record Lo 4-) overall,

White and 6-foot-6 senlor forward
Bill Chwalik are the only starters re-
(urning. White averaged nine points
per game as-a junior.

North, which doesn’t play with a
truc center, also has Mike Powers, a
6-4 senlor, and Todd Pawlowski, 2 6+
4,.230-pound. senjor, At the forward
positions, T
Pawlowskl, who just flnished an

outstanding foatball scason, is hob-
bled with turf-10e and an ankle Inju-

ry. His status is day-to-day, but.

Negoshian believes he will be ready
for the start of the season.

FIVE-FOOT-11 junior Jon Sturtz
returns at guard. Joining him at that
position are 5-10 juniar Dean Penna-
1a and 6-1 junior Mark Tempte. Tem-

where his team wlll {inish in the
WLAA but docsn’t rule out hlsteam
having an impact on the court and in
the standings.

“J think there are two, three or
four teams that stand out in the
league, and the rest of 'us will be
tighting to make the playoffs and
trying to pull off an upset bere and
there,” Negoshian said. “I would
have to say that Plymouth Salem,
Farmington Harrison and Livenla
Churchill sit above us right now.”

h 60-38 defeat

- to the post, scorlng 18 of her game-high 21
. palnts before halftime. .

“(ROBINSON) DID a great job splitting
our defense and delivering the basketball at
the basket for scores,” Thomann said, “and
thelr inslde players did a great Job catching
and scoring.

“1 think that's the best part of her game.
Her abllity to deliver the basketball off the
move i3 the best I've acen In a long time In
this state.”

King's pressure defense was as much re-
sponalble for the one-sided outcome.

Traillng 13-10 In the first quarter, the ,

Crusaders began to apply back-court pres-
sure and lhrew Salem out of sync. The
Rocks (22-4) had troublo getting the ball
past half court and made 11 first-half turn-
overs after King turned up the heat.

The Crusdders began playing just a half-
court game, falling back to thelr regular

It

girls basketball

z0ne defense. That was to Salem's liking as
the Rocks showed an carly flare and took a
13-10°1cad behlnd he scoring of Yolandz
Jackson, who led Salem with 13 polnts,
*“That was the tempo and style we wanted
to play at,” Thomann sald. “They entice you
to play a litt)c faster than you want and sud-
denly they come with the pressure.”  *

‘ONCE THE Crusaders did, they scored
the last elght points of the first quarter and
the firat 10 of the second for an 18-0 run that
put King on top 28-13.

“He did the same agalnst Regina and
Murray-Wright,” sald Thomann of King
coach Willlan Winfleld. “He kind of luils you

in. There's no pressure, no pressure, and all
of a sudden there's pressure — and we got
caught.”

Wintield sald he didn’t use the press from
the outset, becausehe had seen Salem use a
good sideline play. in those situatlons last
summer and wanied (o iest the waters first.

*{ declded to back off a little bit,” he satd.
“1f you've got a qulck whistle, you have to
back off, 30 we had to test the officlals first
anyway."

Klng got some transition baskets because
of Its press, bul the Crusaders alsa were
sound In the half-court game once they got
rolltng.

While was a force In the first half, and
Robinson hit an assortment of shots for 10
{irst-half points. Tiffany Mitchell and Tami-

ka Rhodes, a palr of post-players, added
elght and seven points, as well as rebound-

ing strength.,

“OFFENSIVELY, wc took what they
gave.us,” Winfield said, I knew we could
pack It inside. We wanted to take every shot:
In the paint.

“1f we mave the ball enough, somebody Ls
golng to get relaxed out there. The defense
[s going to break down'and that’s what hap
pencd.” -

The Crusaders were patient running their
half-court offcnse, reversing the ball well
and trying to pull Salem out of Its zone. But
abandonlng the zone could bave made the
situatlon worse, according to Thomann.

"1 didn't want (o extend our defense any
more, or it would be a 40-point game,” he
sald. "I wanted to glve our kids'as much
chance (o be successful by compacting the
defense. We had to hope they missed and we
Rot the rebound.”
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