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_The Connells is a guitar pop band whose. fauvlh nlhum, “One Simpln Ward {TVT),"is streamlined and refined Pop-
with crashing guitars and fald-back vocals.

Connells: Moody musmmakers

Seeing the show

The Connells’ music |s so dark Bnmaba: Collins
should be the lead singer. B

“Oh, I'm so depressed right now," uld the
band's lead singer, Doug MacMillan.

He's kidding. Really, The Connells hardly
represent the brooding cauldron of manic mu-

Connells are a guitar pop band, a darn fine gui-

+ 1ar pop band.
‘The group’s fourth album, ' Slmple Word
(TVT),”"is streamlined and refined with a
canopy of crashing gultars and laid-bagk vo-
cals. To thelr credit, the Connells den't g6
throttle with the happy-as-sunshine leitmotif,

belly of pop's far-reaching corners while still
retaining an enjayable melody. For example,
the exploratory verve of “Link.” a cut off. the
latest album, is something (o behold and delves
into Sonic Youth wall-ol-sound territary,

That may be censtrued as being murky and
abscure. Also, the band’s flrst LP was titled.
“Darker Days.”

But dark is rclnuve lcrm lsnl it?. After all,

Pull doiwn the shades, cuddie up in the corner. .

* sic some concert pre-hype has painted. The |

Mike Cennell’s guitar ean scratch the under- " -

Who: -
The Connells
Whaora:
The Biind Pig.
208 S. First Street, Ann Arbor
Tickets are $7 in advance.

When:
Fnday, Occ.7. Doors open at 230 p.m.

ducer} brought it up,” MacMillan said..“Te me,
it's just the cellective mood of a-few songs. 1
don't think it's a growing trend.” .

The Connells perform Friday, Dee. 7. at the
Blind Pig tn Ann Arbor.

Labels are not new to the Connells. This is a
‘band just asking far them.

The Connells embody the complete non-im-
age image, being nelll\cr tashion plates nor fol-
lowers of hip trends. Band members are like
cut-out dolls, ripe for some big record exec to
dress them up in his own way.

Some music crities bad a ;ump pnimfng the

band inte several corners.
First, there were the R.EM. comparisons,

there is the. refusl t-life-through-
ruw~colored~glasses meamng of the ward. Then
there is the Bob Mould definition, which blots
out the sky and kills vegetatton.

“I DIDN'T notice it (the tone of the LP) until
we went into the studio and Hugh (Jones, pro-

roots and the prevalence of guitars in the mu-
sic. Then came the Morrissey/Smiths associa-
tions, ‘perhaps brought about by Machillan's
vocals.
MacMitlan shrugs these off as “lazy journal-
ism." Comparisons would be difficult for “One

due to the group’s Raleigh, NC...

Simple Word," chh finds McMillan (n his
most relaxed, confident state as a vocalist,

"1 WAS Just bad,” said McMillan, referring to
the Connells™ first LP. “Our first album — those
were supposed to be demos, and (hey ended up
being an album.”

McMillan is ‘'more sell-assured. He wrou:

- “One Souvenir” on "One Simple Ward.” playlng

guitar in the studio for the first time. The band
also speat a good deal of time preparing for the .
LpP.

After working with an all-star line-up of pro-
ducers such -as Don Dixon, Mitch Easter and
Gary Smith, the band hired Hugh Jones for this
cffort. His past credits include slick pop outfits
such as Modern English and Del Amitri, hardly
groups considered on the cutting edge.

But Joncs has also worked with more-obscure
bands, such as Dump Truck and Tear Drop Ex-
plodes, He was also scheduled to produced what
would have been'Husker Du’s last LP before the
band broke up. .

The Connells were more lmptcssed with

. Jones’ Dump Truck production work. So much,

in fact. that band members asked him to pro-
duce their album without meeting him.

“1 think his angic was to retain the power of
the guitars and_the performance,” MacMillan
said, "1 think we really perrnrmcd well on this
album. The atmosphere was great.”

Ploasa turn to Page 4
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REVIEWS

@ ELECTRIC HOT TUNA
Electric Hot Tuna will perform

. two shows ‘8 and 11' p.m. Monday,

Dec. 3, at the Blind Pig, 208 $, Firat,
Ann Arbor. For’ information, call
996-8555.

® JUDAS PRIEST
Judas Priest wlll perfonn with

® TME CONNELLS

‘The Connells will perform Friday,
Dec. 7, at the Blind Pig, 208 S: First,
Ann Arbor. For information, call
996-8555.

® VOLUME WHORES
. Volume Whores wlill perform wllll
guests, Gories,’ n-may. Dec. 7, at

guests, Te
7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Dec 5, at The
Palace of Auburn Hllls. Tickets are

$20. For ln!ormallnn,cnll 377-8600.

® VOODOO CHILI

- Voodoo Chill" will perl‘orm with
guests, Typhold Mary and Infectious
Discase, Wednesday, Dec. 5, at Club
Heidelberg, 215 N. Main, Ann Arbor,
For information, call 994-3562.

‘@ NEW POTATO CABOOSE

New Potato Caboose will perform
Wednesday, Dec. 5, at the Bilnd Pig,
2085, First, Ann Arbor. For lnfur
mation, call '596-8555.

® FRANK ALLISON AND THE

00D SOX

- Frank Allison and the Ddd Sox will
perform Thursday, Dec. 6,-at the
Blind Pig, 208 S. First, Ann Arbor.
For informatlon; call 996-8555.

® TRUNCHEONS

Truncheons will perform with
guests, Jones Boys, Thursday, Dec. 6,
at 3-D Club, 1815 N. Main, north of
12 Mile, Royal Oak. For lninrmntlun,
call 589-3344.

. MONTY ALEXANDEH & HIS
TRIO

Monty Alexander & His Trio will

perform 9 and 11 pom. Thursday
through Saturday, Dec. 6-8, at the
Bird of Paradise, 207 S, Ashley, Ann
Arbor. For in!nnnallon, call 662
8310.

L] ETCH-A-SKETCH
Etch-a-Skeich will perform wllh
guesls, Exceptionz, Thursday,

6 at Cluh Hejdelberg, 215 N. Maln,

* Aan Arber. For Information, call
v§94~3552

. PINETOP PERKINS/BOB
MORGOLIN

Pinetop Perkins and Bob Morgo-
lin, both veterans of the Muddy Wa-

. ters Band, will perform Friday and

Saturday, Dec.. 7-8, at Sully's, 4758
Greenfield, Dearborn. For informa-
unn, call B46-1920.
@ OCTOBER. . .
October will perform with guests,
In Autumn, Friday, Dec. 7, at the
Hamtramck Pub, 2048 Canlff, off I-
75. For information, call 365-9760;

LOCAL

Club 5 N. Maln, Ann
Arbor For Infnrmzllon. call 994-

® BLUE FRONT PEASUADERS
Blue Front Pursuaders will per-
form Saturday, Dec. 8, at the Blind
Pig, 208 S. First, Ann Arbor, For in-
formation, cal) 996-8555. .

® HUNGRY SO ANGRY

Hungry So Angry will perform
with guests, Joe & Out, Saturday,
Dec. 8, at the Hamtramck Pub, 2048
Canlft, off 1-75. For information, call
365-9760.

® JOHND. LAMB :

John D, Lamb will perform Satur-
day, Dec. 8, at Rick’s Cafe, 611
Church, Ann Arbor. For information,
call 996-2747.

- ® PEDESTRIANS

The Pedestrians will perform Sat-
urday. Dec. 8, alL Paycheck's, 2932
Caniff, at Joscph Campau, Ham-
tramck. For inforamtion, call 872-
B934,

@ JESUS LIZARD

Jesus Lizard will perform with
guests, Destruction Ride, Saturday,
Det. 8, at Club Heldelberg, 215 N.
Main, Ann Arbor. For ln(nrmallon
call 994-3562,

® GENERALS

. Generals will perform Saturday,
Dec. 8, at Club Exit, 29461 John R, a1
the corner of 12 Mile Road, Madison
Helghts. -

Electric Hol Tuna will per-
form_ two shows today at the
Blind Pig, 208 S. First, Ann
Arbor. .

CUTTING —
EDGE

Here are the top 10 30083 mlvln‘ air
play on “Detroit Music Scene.” which is
heard 4:5 pm. Sundays (repeated $:30-
630 p.em Tuesdays) on WDTR-FM 90.9]

‘One Gratefu] Thing."” Hanzlbals
“Jusl a Lutle More Love,” Walkin™
ek

1
2

S

3 “Dispay,” Asdy Breckman

4 "Don't You Cry,” Jmitation of Lite
o = .

6

8

Me." Blae Nimbay
“The River Dies,” Phineas Gage
~ ln(l) and Beauuful,” GTOY
10. “Burns Like the Sun," Standing Sad-
aws

Here are 10 albums in heavy rotation
on “The Cotting . Edge,” which Is beard
mEhtly 9 pm. to 3 am. on CIMX-FM
(1] . :

L “Time's Up;” Liviag Caloar

2 “Rutual de lo Habltual.” Juse's Addic-
tloa

3 Iggs Pop

“Brich by Drick.”
5 E&&\IMVI " Pixies

+ 6 "Mixed Up,” The Cure

7 “All Shook Down,” Replacements
8 “The Real Thing.” Falth No More
9. "The Road,” The Alarm

0 “Room to Roam,” Waterboys

JUST IN TIME
FOR CHRISTMAS
— various artists

“Tis the season 1o be greedy. Or at
least it would seem so, judging by
the number of compilations, greatest
il packages and Chrisimas albums
1hat have been arriving daily frem
the récord companles.

So far, the worst of these is Barry
Manilow's collection “of seasonal

("Afterburner”  and

RECYCLER
.—ZZ Top

You might think, with 22 Top’s
lasl two platinum album releases
"Eliminater”)

faves on the wretched “Because It's
Chrlstmas.” Luckily, we aren’t deal-

1ng with that album, we're reviewing

“Just in Time for Christmas,” which
Is an entlrety different matter.

This album of traditional Christ-
mas dittles (and some not-so-trad-
tional ones) is so good that you may
tind yourself still Jistening to it — or
parts of It, at least — next July. The
various artists on it range from the
not “very well-known {like Molly
Johnson) te the sort of wel-known

(Jules Shear) ta the pretty darn well--

known (Squeeze).

‘All of them — surprise, surprisc
-- are artists on LR.S.'s roster of tal-
cnt. We told you greed was involved.

Anyway, Squeeze's song “'Christ-
mas Day" kicks off the CD and finds
the band at their usual leve] abexcel-
lence.. The song features tradematk
Squeeze harmonies and a typically
catchy melody.

"Al 1 Wuul For Christmas Is My
Two Front Teeth" by reggac-style

Elvis/Led Zeppelin impersonators
Dread Zeppelin is another standout.
Of course; the Dreads' interpretation
of the traditional song is interwoven
with bits of the Elvis song, "Viva Las |
Vegas.”

“Other stand-outs include Timbuk
s lyphca]ly dead-pan version of
their song “All I Want for Chrlstmas
(t's not the “All I Want for Christ-
mas”), the dB's excellent “Home for
the Holldays,” and Wall of Voodoo's
bizarre "Shouldn't Have Given Him
a Gun for Christmas.”

Unlike on some of the other -

Christmas compilations, the pro-
ceeds from this release aren't head-
ed for any charitable cause — unless
you consider the 1.R.S, record com-
pany to be a charity. Anyway, chari-
ty begins at home, doesn’t it? So buy-
ing this album for yourself is a char-
itable act. right?

— Jiit Hamilion

that this band has done everything
from A to 2Z. Well, you're probably
right.

The Jatest atbum {rom these good
ole’ boys from the Lone Star state is
called “Reeyeler,” and for the most
part, it is just an extension of their
last two albums.

.. . It you've got a good thing
why change It, right? Wrong. 22 Top
has a proven teack record of no-non-
sease, hard hitting blues/rock tatent.

. But, varicty Is nat a strong point

with this tenacious time-tested trio.

think you're hstening 1o one long
song,

There are somce calchy tunes in
his compilatian of down home rock,
done up southern style: It's just not

“ “Recycler” docs the
bluesicr side of the band. They're
calling the album *Polyrhythmic
Perversity,” That is ta say that it has
a broad diversity-of styles, in-a
perverse sort of way.

[ WOULD have to disagree with
the diversity part of that elalm. Set
the needle down in almost any
groove of mls)nlbum and you might

new or
“Recyeler™ has 10 new \racks at
least the titles are new. Some of the
best eockers on the album, “Concrete
and Steel” and “Decision or Colli-
sion,” are classic tunes delivered Z2
Top siyle. But, as I've warned,
they're nothing nesw.
‘This one, might best be Joft to the
die-hard faithful.
— Joseph 8, Hoffmann

HEART STILL

-BEATING

— Roxy Music

At first glance, “Heart Still Beat-
ing” looks like another attempt to
cash in again on the same old songs

“with a Christmastime “Greatest
Hits™ package. But, look a lttle clos-

‘er at the cover and, in infinitely tiny |

letters, you'll sce the important
.words "Recorded Live 1982 In
Frejus, France.” A live release! And
i's nat a gratuitous re-issue. Roxy
Music hasn't put-out a lve album
since “Viva!" more than 10 years

ago
Back in 1862, Roxy*Music teamed
with Bryan Ferry, Phlt Manzanera
and Andy Mackay. It was a period
when they had moved away from the
harder sound of their carly years
and had just finished making the
smoother-sounding aldbum “Avalon.”
[ course, this “'smooth,”’ studio-
created sound is the reason many
people are attracted to Roxy Music

and a live album Ls not the best way .

{0 capture that made-In-a-vacuum
Roxy sound. My brather describes
that particular sound as “the sort of
music you listen to while putting on
a tuxedo before a date,” which ex-
plains [t as well as anything.
Anyway, |f that's why you like
Roxy Music, you'd be better off buy-
ing one of their finc old albums like
“Siten™ or “Avalon" or a Bryan Fer-

ry solé album like “Boys and Girls,"”
ause this live .album lacks the
seamless quality of their studio ef-
Nonetheless, certain songs like

lack the usual rough sound of live - °

songs.
“Heart Still Beatlng™ Is a su?ng
mix of Roxy Music at various polnts

in their carcer, showing the band -

both at their “rockers” stage and
thelr later, more mournful, love-
gone-wrong stage, There -are songs
{rom “Siren” like “Editions of You"
and songs from “Avalon” like “In.
dia” and "While My Heart Is SUill
Reating." So, I your unsure of which
era of Roxy Music you enjoy®best,
this live album Is a good way to kam-
ple all of them.

- Jilt Hamilton



