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H|Ils keeps W@tch
on toxm hazards

Federal and state laws require employers to
Inform their employees of hazardous materials. *
Compinles are required to.file with the locat
emergency planning committee, which is Oaks "
1and County, a Mst and site plan of what to do in "
case of emergency if they have any of about 380 :
designated chemicals and materiats.

In Farmington Hills, enly abaut {our compa- '
nies are required to report under these federal
and state Jaws because they are the only ones
withlarge quznmlu of certaln majerials.

Continued from Page 1

For abbut 2%-years, the fire department has
kept binders full of materials safety data sheets
detailing toxic-hazardous malerials and chemi- -
cals used by companles In the cily. The lists are
complled when the flre department conducts in-
spections twlce a year.

The binders are kept in the depnrtmenl.'s fice
trucks, If an-emergency occurs at any of these
businesses, firefighters — the city's first emer-
gency responders — know what's in the build-

* ings and where, and who to call in case of emer-
gency.

“We even have people drop off boxes 'of miate-
‘rials safety data sheets. There’s no fast way of
daing this. Businesses come and go,” said deputy
Chlef Peter Baldwin.

City ‘attorney Denohue sajd plans are being
considered ta make such reporting by compa-
nies a must when they apply (o the city clerk for
a business license.

UNDER RIGHT to Know laws, a fire chlef, -
for exampte can require a list or materials safe-”
ty data sheets from companies. “Faclilties ar
expected to comply. This pertatns to all chem
cals on site,” Kurzeja said, “We're lmung al
ways to check thal they are reporting.”

A third key federal law requires cmergency
responding agencies, such as the fire depart-
ment, to fulfill certain safety requirements and™
training. “The fire department has to promote a
specific level of training, a certain’ level of ex-
pertise,” Kurzeja sald. .

The department’s four firefighters' who -
comprise the special emergency response team
for hazardous materials are being trained at

- what's called the "awarcness level,” a level des-

“THE CITY can be an information gathering
agen€y,” Donohue sald. When there's a lcak or a
spill, for example, "the city can notify the prop-
er authorities.

The big plan is to computerize this informa-
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Farmington Hills firefighter Wally Kurzeja, the city's  are located, ther and i diti tion begause sooner or later thie fire department  ignated for police and fire, -’

hazardous materials specialist, reviews a demo com-  are into the puter, fire- officials could ‘;“L "“‘»‘;’ a bus just to house and transport the “'ﬂ:e fl;: dcp-lcl;m'l:nlmi‘l'lls&l \x;u wnﬂhml:'h;
. puter disc for emergen . inders to emergencies. vestern Wayne County Assoc! 3

g“‘; of a toxi mergency information '!lf;vlcgl n . delcvmmlcl which wuy vnpovs m»?m travel 5:2“ Fire and city officials are studying computer’  which also has a toxic-hazardous team, . .

would rely on the computer to pr;vide'aile maps and
floor plans of the building in which a hazardous
emergency is occurring.and exactly where materials

software ‘also. prowdcs hsla of chemicals in each’
business, lbxlcolugy reports on malermls, response
and clesn-up procedures.

programs that will accommodate such detailed
information for the depariment’s computer sys-
tem, as well as for lap-top computers that can
-fit in emergency vehicles.

they should

Admittedly, if a company has a leak or dispos-. )
al prablem at its own site, there's a good chance
no one would ever know about it even though

report it.

Residents want Stro‘hger.saf_‘eguards.from city

By Joanne Mallszewski"
“staff wrlter )

David Kandt, a homeowner in the
Independence Hills subdivision, feels
more should be done to protect
Farmington™ iHills residents ' from
threats of toxic and hazardous mate-
rials, .

Ang he's aot too sure that pros

posed changes on the uses of toxic |
and hazardous materials in the city's.

industrial-research-office and light-
industriat districts will give enough
protection.

“We're dabbling with issues we
don't know enough about and-don’t
know how ta control,” Kandt said. [
don’t think the residents of Farming-

ton Hills wanl l-armmgion Hllks to
be research, high-tech. .

But the city council Monday intro-
duced the proposed: changes follow-
ing a public hearing. The changcs
would el some toxlc-h

less offensive.” he suld.‘nddmg that

“continued monitoring is necessary.

TIE PROPOSED changes are a
rcsuh of a report by a city council-
commiltee that studied

ous materials from the two land-use
zones and require spectal approvat
from planning commissioners for
other materials. Enaciment of the
ordinance changes is expected in De-
cember.

“T have some reservations because
of some concerns of the residents,”
or Jean Fox sajid. “Yet, |
a step in the right direction,
- Councllman Terry Sever agreed.
N certainly need to move in a di-
rection that makes the current 1RO

toxic-hazarduus materials in Farin-

ingten Hilks.

Pharmaceuticals-and laboratories
engaglag- in genetic rescarch would
be excluded as principal uses in the
1RO and LI districts under the pro-
posed changes. The 1wo uses are now
allowed inthese districts

In the L{ district; however, phar-
maceuticals-and certain other mate-
rials would require special approval
from the planning commission.

The proposed changes also include -

Love those ‘Pluggies’
Kids cited for giving hydrants TLC

By Joanno Maliszrowsk}
stalf writer

More than 3.000 Pluggies dot
Farmingten and Farminglon Hills
and they need some. tender loving
care only children can give.

That's why the Farmington Hills
Fire Department_has already issued
20 certificates- o children in the

community wha have adopted heir ©

awn fird hydrant, affectionately
knawn as Pluggi

“Actually the children don't have
any responsibilities. They can identi-

‘We'd like them
{children) to identify
probilems if the
hydrant is leaking or
there's other
problems. If there's
some weeds, they can

trim them.’
- Denny Hughes

fy problems with the hydrants.” said
fire technician/speeialist  Denny
Hughes.

The ' depatttment’s  Adopt-A-ly-
drant program began at the annual
fire prevention open house in Octo-
ber. Kids who sign up for the pro-
gram get to pick the hydrant of their
choice. And they. gel an officlal-hy-
drant adoplion certificate bearing
their name.

Pluggies need clbow room, and
they ean't have iLif there are weeds,
mounds of snow, rubbish or
landscaping around them. That's
where children who adopt I’luggmt
are important,

“We'd like them (chitdren) to dden-
ufy problems if the hydrant s Imk-
ing or there's. uther problems
there's some weeds, they can lnm
thent. We like to keep a clear path
from the hydrant to the street, they
can keep that elean,” Hughes said.

RIDS WHO adopt hydrants are
asked to keep the hydrant clear of
trash, weeds and snow. And In the
winter a path should be cleared be-
tween the hydrant and the street

If problems occur with the hy-
drant, such as Jeaks or damage, the
fire department should be notifled
8:30 am. to 4:30 p.n. Monday-Fri-
‘day at 553-0744.

One of the (he most lmportant
thinga about hydrants is that they
Aave to be visible and accessible

“We are trylog 1o discourage peo-

PETEABALDWIN

Emhl-yenr -old Mrchanl mene (left) and his 5-year-old brother,

sons of Far

Hills tirefighter Paul Frayne,

ndop(ed their very own tire hydrant near lheir house, Farming-
tan Hills fire technician/specialist Denny Hughes is coordina-

toring the new hydrant adoption program.

ple frum painting the Jydrants. The
hydrants need {o be visible and ac-
cessible. They can't. bv obscured
from view,” said deputy Chief Peter
Baldwin

lughes borrowed the program
{rom a Virginta firefighter whom he
met while at the Natlonal Fire Acad-
emy. "It's really more of a publie re-
lations program,” Hughes said. “We
have more than 3,000 hydrants ; . .
we figure with-the program, we're
belter off than we are now."”

The program is being promoted

during lirefighters’
grams in the elementary schools
Applications for hydranl adoption
re avafluble at fire headquarters,
28711 Drake Hoad, between 1 and
12 Mile mmh Applications also will
be available at the elementary
0018 ern- the educatlon pro-
grams are conducted, Hughes sajd.
The hydrant adoption pfogram is
strictly voluntary and invalves no li-
abilities or actual responsibilities be-
yond suggestions to previde hydrants
with sume elbow room, Bughes said

cducation pro-

pcrlonnnm:c standards, which would
y state that any
use of dous jal

planning commissioners have sched-
uled a public hearing on the Issue at

would be subject to state and federal
regulations.

Some residents continue to oppose
the the planning commission's earli-
.er recommendation against includ-
mg all types of residential uses ~
not. just single-family — ‘from being
next to IR0, Residents don't believe
that condominlums, which are clas-
sified as multiple-family residential,
for example, should have to be near
1RO C

“1 don't' se¢ why there should be
differcntiat bclwmn neighbor-
" Kandt said
cquested by the city counci,

uny
hoor

7:30 pm. Dec. 12,

SOME RESIDENTS also remain
concerned about toxic-hazardous
materials even though they too be-
lieve the proposed changes are a
good start. Others feel existing state
and federal laws will protect resi-
dents as long as regulations continue
ta be enforeed. .

“H there's no way of policing the

_ dangers. remove the dangers {rom

the residents.” said Hillside: Estates
Condominiums resident Pearl Burg-

! .
As far as Kandt is concerned, the

proposed changes not only don't go
far enough but are vague and do not
specifically prohlbit certaln materi-
als, such as radioactive substances.

Harlan * Drive . resident Charles -

Stanton said he is concerned .about
potential damage to groundwater. A
former resident of Silicone Valley,
California, Stanton, the manager of a
testing laboratory,. said compliance
with state and federal toxic-bazard-
ous materials reties on the good will
of companies to inform the govern-
ment about spills and dumping.

Yet another resident said he was
tired of hearing the concerns and
complaints. "If the city needs help,
all they got to do is call someone,”
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OUR NEW HOURS MAKL YOUR HOLIDAY SHOPPING EASIER, MORE CONVENIENT!
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