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County delays action on new traffic system

BY Pat Murphy
statf writer

S

A proposal to begln deallng with
Oakland’s traffic problems has hit
with gridlock,
‘At Lhelr -regular mncung Thurs:
day, the Oakland County Board of
Commlssioners pestponed actlon on
twp major itemy after commissjon-
ers complained they were too much
intoo sh:or: a lime frame.

‘Any time you get John Grubbaand O
Dan Murphy working on the same side
of a project, you know there must be
something good in it for the county.’

— Thomas A. Law

rd
providing $2 million as the county's
share of a $70 millon project to
bulld a system of “smart” traffic
cofitrols on an cxperimental basls in
Troy ~ and most of southeast Oak-
land if pllol s successful.

bedrock of the county’s proposed
$500 million solld waste program. °
Actually, the board poslponcd lhe

_commissioner
acuim on
The board also rov- because com-
ing the content of the mnl]td inter- missieners said they wanted more
governmental - agreements — the ,in(ormnuan about the controverslal

proposall
“1 slmply want more data before I

Berlin (G ) 2s well as other °

Dnnnld W. Jensen, R
“We've got too many things going to
-make any decislon without all the vi-
tal Information."

COMMISSIONER ‘ROY
“REWOLD, bdard chalrman, agreed
that expecting his colleagues to act
might be expecting loo much. .

“I'm going to call a special meel-
Ing carly next month,” sald Rewold,
a Republlean Irom Qakland ‘Town-
shlp. “We've got a lot of work te do
and cvcrybody needs to be brought
up todate.”

Perhaps the more complicated s
sue Is the county’s commiting $2 mil-
llun 1o bulld what the Onklnnd Road

..uns “smart

. commil,

Patient advocacy bl||

staif writer_

.Local senators gave strong sup-
purt Thursday as a “patient advo-
cate” blll cleared the Senate 29-2.

The' measure, kicked around the

Legislature for 16 ycars, gocs back -

to the House for concurrence In one
amendment. M

It signed by Gov. Jnmu Blane-
‘hard, it would become law about
Aprill,

"“We're pleased and relleved,” said
David Wicner, an alde to Rep. David
Hollister, D-East Lanslng, who met
with the Observer & Eccentrie edito-
tlil committee last week.

Unuil this year, House Bill 4016

hid been dubbed a “right to dle" .
. measure. But supporters distlke that
term;

THE PATIENT advocate blll says
a-person 18 or older may deslgnate
another adult to make declslons con-

cerning care, custody and medical -

tredatment If the person becomes in-
capacitated.

‘Supportlng it werc Sens. Jack
Faxon, D-Farmington Hilis, Richard
Fessler, R-Commerce, Robert
Geake, R-Northville, Rudy Nichols,
R-Wa cr!nrd. and George Hart, D
Dearl

-Se Doug
Willlam Faust,
excused absences.

Right to Life, a group best know
{or opposing abortlon, raised many

Cruce, R-Troy, and
D-Westland, had

abjccunn.s over ‘the years, pnrllcu-
larly on the issues of treating preg-
nani women and witholding nutritlon
and water,

“We can say very clearly we are
not opposed to it,” sald RTL presi-

_dent Barbara Listing.

Wlener sald langeage Ln the bill is

similar to the U.S. Supreme Court's-

declsion thls year In the Nancy Cru-
zan case. The high court held there -
had (o be “elear and convincing evl-
dence” in writing that Cruzan would
have wanted to end medical treat-

ment if she knew she might gointo a*

vegetative coma. That ease emanat-
¢d from Missouri.

THE BILL was reported out of the
Senate’ Human Resources Com-
mimttee in mid-September, .But

chair Fred D!
R-Fowlerville, held up the final floor

" vote to await good falth action by

the House Judlelary Committee on'a
bill he wanted — outlawing assisted
sulcides.

““We held hcarings on asslsted sui-
cldes,” said Wiener, “but we had
opened up a can of worms, We sald
to Dlllinghum ‘We can't solve thisin -
amonth.’ Hesald, ‘Try.' "

Wiener sald Housc slaﬂcrs will -
work on the assisted sulclde measire
next sesslon,

Dililngham_ fcars - Michigan will
become the “sulcide capltal” of the
natlon because of the notoriety of a
Royal Oak pathologist- who linked a
woman to a machine that allowed

‘wins Senate support

N Tim Richard

her to end her own life,

MEANWHILE, A a related mea-

sure- ~ called “llving will" — s
dead for thls session.

House BH! 4174 was rcjected ear-
ller this year and scnt back to the
. Judiciary Committee.

It would have allowed pcmns to
designate the extent of medical
treatment  they wish to recelve If
they become Incapacitated, Sponsor
Perry Bullard, D-Ann Arbor, calls It
the “medical scli-determination”

). .
" “We need living wills,” Dr. John
Finn of - Hosplee of Southeastern

. Michigan told the Observer & Eccen-

tric edilorial commitiee last week,

"It's very hard to die In peace in
this state. There is'an intense legal
cllmate. Physlclans have exaggerat-
ed concerns for liability. Physicians
practice out .of -a sense of liablllty
rather than what's ethical.

"“We don't press for durable power
of dttorney,” he sald.
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mnds."
Earlier fn November, the director

of the road commilsslon, John Grub.

ba, asked eommissioners to contrib-
ute the money to computerlze traffic
signals as a means of managing traf-
fic to avoid snarls and congestien. *
Simllar “smart™ traffle systems
are belng used experimentally in

US. citles. -

Emphaslzing um Installlng the
system. was & means of “directing
our way out of gridlock” rather than
slmply bullding more roads, Grubba
said (nvesting $2 million would en-

- able Oakland to qualify for §70 mil-

llon in federal funds.

“BUT ONLY If the county acts
qulickly,” Grubba cautloned, “We've
got to present our plan” to federal
autherilles. before other communi-

ties submit thelrs,

Commissioner John G. Pappa-
george, R-Troy, agreed: “If we're
going to quatlly for federal funds®,
we've got to have our ducks in a row,
he sald In the Republican caucus
ahead of Thursday's meetlng.

“The feds don't give moncy for
ideas,” sald the retired Army colo-
nel. “They provide money for con-
crete plans” with a high probabillty
of success, - ,

Commissioner Jack Olsen, R-
1luntington Woods, said he generally

R

oppases the county’s a!locnsllnx $2
million. “I can be persuaded,” Olsen

_ sald, "But If this pru]cc( is 30 tm-

portant, why doesn't the road com:
misslon put up the money?”

Commlssioner Thomas A. Law, R
West Bloomfield, safd the road com-
mission's request for $2 million rals-
3 a basle issue that has been haunt-
ing the county for decades.

“For ycars the road mmmLuInn
kr.-eps asklng for money," Law said.

“And commissioners keep looking
for a way to provide it. But we're
also locking for a way. to get more
control. We want more accountablll-
ty {on the part of the road commis-

slon).

U\)ll he's willing to took for the §2
million, Law sald. “Any time you get
John Grubba and Dan Murphy work-
ing en the same side of a project, you
know there must be snmething good
in it for the county.”

Law was referring te the fact that
County Exccutive Danlel T. Murphy
Joined with the road commssion to
propose the project for smart rnuds
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