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"-ReS|dents unhappy WIth closmg of 2 Krogers

- . L
- staff writer i

*  Jamestown Apntmmh resident
Elva Vogel will have to depend on-

- frieads for ber grocery shopping.
Eighty-year-0old Mary Cuneo
moved to the same apartmest com-
plex on'Grand River, east of Halst-
gum peﬁrk t next dlu ‘ﬁ! gc
T U] el joor L]
Gnnd River-Halsted lhopplng cen-

ter; -

. Three-yur Jimestown mldent
Lester London is

Iu.!u on the two lormer stores,

- won't. sell their leases 30 other

stoves, .particularly mcery :lom.
can come in.

“I showed the store 1 wu unhap-

“ py.” Vogel sald. “They stll have a
1 be-

ease and they won't release It

- cause they don't want competition.”

But ‘Kroger' spokesman Mike
Layne denles the talk. "We bave no

control over what goes in there: We

don't know what it will be, Several
people have looked at the bulldlngs.”

friends in the complex who don't. or
can't drive, now that thelr lengume
next door Kroger has closed. -, '

closed two stores to open
one," London sald. “There are a lot
“of older people hm - Jamswwn.
Chatham- Hills

of the Standard
Construction Co., which owns Jamnes-
town Apariments and the Grand

" River-Halsted .shopplng <center,

could not be reached to comment on

.-the possibllities of another grocery

‘store uklnx the icase,

Green . (tparhnenu) —. who don't
drive. They have no where to shop.
How they will get cmcedu, I don't

'm Jamestown residenis are up-
set because the Kroger Co. closed
thelr longtime supermarket Satur-_
day on Grand River to open a new
43,000 square-feet supermarket sev-
tral miles away.in the Halsted Vil-
lage Shopping Center, 37550 12 Mile,

" at Halsted. The new store opened
Sunday. -

But the Jnma(nwn residents
aren't alone. Homeowners in the 13
Mlile-Orchard Lak id area are
equally upset with the closure of

. thelr nearby Kroger store on the cor-
ner of 13 Mile and Orchard Lake.

" GREAT SCOTT! used {0 be their
grocery store on that corner until the
|Kroger Co. bought the su et

- “T was happy to see Kmnr‘s go ln
there," sald 10-year Wes
divisien relldent Jan Ricco. "It was
more convenient. Now, there’s a lot
more trafflc to get to 14 Mile and
" Farmiogton {another -Kroger store)-
or 12 Mile and Hnl:(cd (the new
store). -
Her nelihbar M.lmrel Prucha
* agrees."We're upset. I really think
It’s crappy what they've done to the
nelghborhood. This leaves us without
astoreinthearéa.” . °

. Residents In both areas of Farm-
ington Hills feel left in the lurch

But what mUy h\lp ‘them 1s the
talk that the Kroger Co., which bolds

“They Construction)
sald Lhey wcre willing to buy the
lease back,” Jamestown resident
London said. “Kroger will not sell

CUNEOQ. OF. Jamestown Apart-
ments considered a boycott and an-

other resident tried a pellition, “She
dldn't get anywhere w]lh lt " Cunco
sald.

‘" Layne sald te has recelved some

complaints from Farmington- Hills

.'residents concerned about the store

closings.

"lLs a 1-3'mile drive'to the new
store. People are creatures of habit,
Some people may not be as close (to
the stores). But they willl be able to
shop in a market that offers more.”

The new Kroger.is considered a
“state-of-the-art” supermarket, “It
is a very well thought-out effort to

. provide more selection and more

service. II we didn't do thls, we

would have been left behind, We feel’

thisisa rulmwlh area.”

‘That's why the 12 Mile-Halsted
slte was chosen. It's in the western

‘area of Farmington Hills that con-

tinves to grow and can ‘draw
shoppers from developing Nov! and
other nearby growth . communities,
Layrieconfirmed. . =~ .

-In- the highly competitive . food
market industry, Layne sald, super-
market companies must open larger,
more full-service — such as banking

services, gourmet products, ‘pre- - b

seription ~ stores, The new Kroger,
he added,. employs more than 250
people, lncludlng employev.'i from
the closed stoi

" photos by smmuu LEMIEUX/atatt pholographer -

The Kroger Co. opened its new 43,000 squara-foot “state-of-the- h.'r at 12 Mile and Halsted roads in Farmington Hitls, Two other
arl" supermarket Sunday in the Halsted Vllluge Shopping Cen-  Farmington Hills Kroger stores were closed.

.“This was not to take away from

people,” Layne sald, referring to
customers who feel abandoned, "We

. value every customer. We opened

the new store Sundny We were
mobbed. Gcnemlly, we're getting fa--
vorahleresponsu

BUT THAT isn't mnklng someres. .

idents feel any better.
‘“We should have complalncd a
long time ago. They had a big sign in

the store they were closing,” sald

Westbrooke resident Ricco.
“The 13 Mlle-Orchard Lake store
was good for people who were com-

* ing olf the expressway (I-698) and

needed to shop on thelr way home. I
know a lot of people are unhappy,”
icco said.

Jamestown resident Vogel is at
least thankiul there's a drug store in
the Grand River-Hatsted- shopping
cenu:’r “Atleast I can get milk and

Her nelghbor Virglnia Lavigne s
sure of one thing: “I won't be shop-
plng at Kroger's. As far as I'm con-
cerned, they are off. my list.”

Farmington Hills resident Joyce Hepke and her 12 Mlle and Halumd Hepke said she drove past
son Alex walk to their car with'a basketful of the new store Sunday, the day it cpened, and
groceries from the new Kroger supermarket at  the parking lot was full.
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MEN'S SWEATERS,
HANDMADE IN _
© AMERICA

Designer E. Willig has revived
the skills from generations past
with his exquisite hand-made -
sweatérs. Every garment an
exclusive...original designs, knitted
in the finest wools from around
the world and crafted to the very
.« highest standard p‘ossibln. The
cedar storage case ensures your -
sweater will retain its soft texture
“and shape for years of wear.
$430. to $625.

Men's Boutique, -Birmingham
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‘Jacobson’s

ATURING JACODBSON 143 N
DAY SHOPPING AT LAUREL PARK MLACE
S2HOLIDAY GIFT FAIR 89
SATURDAY, DECEMBER R — NOON AND 2:00 £.0,
O R GIFF CONSUETANTS WAL MIOW YO NDRIDS OF I)I\ll\i [YAY]
TOLIDAY GIHTT EDEAS 10OR \I)l R APECIAL SOMIEON|
EXPERIENCE THE ART OF GREXNT GIVING ] I.\II'\( LVE QIS
AWAIT YOU R SPECTAL SOMEONE WIHEN YOU FREIFEC A TL I ROS
1AL REL l'l\l(h ACLE GV CLICTILCAT] M\NI AL REL PARK PLAC
Il ND SERVICES € ANAGEMINT O )
HER 23¢d

SUNDAY Il !\()() BM. + DE | .-5:(!0 M,
€ OMPLIMIE
WINESIN ML

We welcome jacobson’s Charge anid Aaenvan fapre
Shop until 3 p.m. on Thuesday and Friday. Unid 6 pm. on Meaday, Tuesday,

Nedhnesday and Sataeday:




