Hope is the message of ‘A Chrlstmas Carol’

Petformances of “A Christmas
Carol” at Meadow Brook Theatre
continue through Sunday, Dec. 30,
on llu- Onkland University cam.
pus in Rochester Hills, Fm‘ ticket
infurmation call 377.

* By Mary Jane Doerr
spoclal wrlter

As Ebenczer Scrooge, Booth Col-

man takes center stage just after his

- partner's ghost, Jacob Marley, dls-

appears in the window with a burst

of light. It was only a'dream, he says
to the audience,

"No it wasn't,” a child in the audl-
ence answered softly, at a perform-
ance last weckend. .

Mcadow Brook Theatre's produc-
tion of Charles Dickens’ “A Christ-
wmias Carol” is very real to children
and adulls. As it has for eight years,

designer Peler Hicks' wun century
English setting with a unlveml
message of hope.

IL is the very simplicity nf thls
production and ts adherence to
Dickens' own story that keeps.t a
box-office draw. Nolte lets the les.

sons of Dickens speak to all of us,’

through the charm.of English Christ-
mas customs and the surprises of his
theatrical tricks.

THE MOMENT we arrive at the
theater, an octet takes us back in
time to England with caroling of
traditional tunes: “God Rest Ye Mer-

ry Gentlemen,” “What Child Is,

This,” “Deck the Halls™ and wassail-
ing songs. Music director Donald
Danlels can take credit for the well-
blended vocal group.

As Scrooge Mmul( admilts, hls is
not a very pleasant name <~ which is

director Charles Nolte's

more for his
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than bls change of character, He was
a product of his time when ccono-
mists ratlonalized the ruthlessness
of the Business-controlled, society.
Countlng the coal in the bin and the
minutes on the clock, Scrooge gets
his money's worth but learns he
can't take it with him. Lest in his so-

clely are the less aggressive Bob *

Cratchlts, the.weak iron-braced Tiny
Tims and the poor laundresses.

No one counts moncy faster than
Booth. Colman counts pounds. His
Scrooge Is classle and so smooth we
forgel he is acting. Paul DeBoy is an
outgolng nephew Fred with an au-
thentic English accent. Paul Hopper
“Is - properly submissive as Bob

Cratchit. Shirleyann Kaladjlan is. a
sweet Spirit of Christmas Past with
an upper-class English accent and a
pleasant voice for her reprise of “Si-
lent Night,” as Martha Cratchit. Di-
nah Lynch is different every time
she steps on stage, this time as a
motherly Mrs. Cratehit.

The Jaugh of the. Spirit of Christ-
-mas Preseat Is that of Joseph Reed,
who has done this production for the
past eight years.

This American show mixes Eng.
lish Christmas traditions — of gifts;
.folk dances; “yes and no” games, and
meals of goose, stufflng, mashed po-
Latocs, apples and oranges, and bran-
dy sauce puddings —~ with'German
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customs — of Christmas (rees and
decoratlons. It does not malter that

ristmas_trees are not mentloned
in the book and that in Dickens' na-
Uve country, English pantomimes -
are mare popular.

‘What matters is the message ol “A
Christmas Carol™ that Is 5o easily
apprectated at Mcadow Brook. The
hope of Christmas is that Scrooge
does change. The futurc is not
carved in stone. The die has not been
cast. Scrooge’s tombstone has no epl-
taph,

Mary. Jaue Doerr of T‘rou isa
Julltime teacher and freelance
writer who specializes in opera
and musical theater,

i)lay:

Colman
Ebenezer Scrooge, the miser
transformed into a generous
man. o
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_ Jain us at Jacques Demess 1his holiday
season for a spectacular bulfet luncheon
which features an assortment of safads,

caving station with roast unkey and ham, hot
entices including roasted minted leg of famb,
roast duckling with orange honey glaze.
and a selection of colorful holiday desserts.
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11 amto 3 pm
through December 21
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