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Supporters of Duns Scotus hope to save friary

By Tim Smith
stalf writer .

‘The friary at Duns Scotus may yet
be saved. -

Supporters of the friary are scek-.

ing an alternative to selling the 110-
acre site to developers who want to
bulld a conference center and golf
course. oot

In- the wake of the Franclscan
Mothers' Club’s splrited protest to
block a reported $9 mlillon sale, dis-
cussions have taken place between a
Duns Scotus real estate agent and
D'Etre University, which leases part

of the former seminary for its Amer-
ica-Japan International College, sald

the Rev. Danlel Havron, a Francis-
can Provinctal Councilor.

According to Havron, the very re-
cent talks have centered on D'Etre
Unlversity buying a majority of the
280,000-square-foot facility — all
but the cxisting chapel and friary,
where the 25 Franclscan {athers now
live, Others also have stepped for-
ward with an Interest, he zdded

“They (D'Etre U re in-

Havron said. That, ne added, might
“change the entire picture,”

But for Duns Scotus supporters,
the pleture remains bleak. Havron

.+ on Monday sald necgotiations-to sell

the entlire 81-year-old landmark and

urrounding grounds for $9 milllen

to Soulhlle!d developer LoPatin &

Co. and an out-of-state company re-
main “on the front burner."

SOURCES CLOSE lo lhe scenc
conflrmed that the second company
involved in the proposced purchase is
Florida-based Doral Corp. and not a
New York firm as was earller re-

rted.

. That sale, prompted by low staff-

ing and financlal problems-at Duns

. Scotus, could take place by the end’

of December, Havron sald.

Havron said the developers latend
to keep the distinctlve-looking struc-
ture intact for use as a conference

center, ‘'with much of: the 110-acre .

slte belng transformed from its cur-

golf course. - .
bers of the Fran-

lcwslcd In the place and ln luwlng
‘!urthur dlaloguc about a deal,

%ﬁ A Beautiful Way
~ To Say Happy Holld

Hcrcs a neat way (o stay
Valet
Stand holds suit, blouse or
shirt,. cven loose change In

that way! Practical

readiness.

SALE FROM

69

Hurry in for many’
unique gift ideas...
all Holiday Sale priced.

Sincerwdz

@

Wa/ker/lé’uzmberg

fine furniture

clscans Mothers' Club said there

have beea;rumou that Duns Scotus - *

Piymauch (T
e Trms, P 1o Tom, WSk 105+ S9AI08

-rent peaceful setting into a 9-hole

it it's God’s will (to save the chapel),
.- I'm sure our prayers will be answered.
it it’s to be sold, then it will be sold.’

— Rachel Hund

Franciscan Mothers Club

vould face the wmck]nk ball if s&ld
or at least lurned into upscale condo-

- minlums.” Havron scoffed at those

rumors.

“We had that offer years ago from
develapers, to buy the land and tear
it down,” Havron sald. “If we knew
that was thelr plan we wouldn't go
any further with it.”

The latter wouldn’t bother those
who have come out in full foree to
oppose any sale, Including members
of the Franclscan Mothers’ Club vol-
untecr group, which recently has col-

‘lected nearly 4,000 antl-sale’ slgna-

tures onto petitions.

ACCORDING TO club president
Rachel Hund and member Vicky
Garland, the main objective o! Lhe

protest Is to at least save the chapel
and friar’s living quarters.

“That’s all we're fighting for,”
Hund said, later adding that the 675-
member club will continue its petl-
tion drive until a final decision i3
made, "If it’s God's will (to save the
chapel), I'm sure.our prayers will be
answered. If it's to be sold, then it
will be sold.”

Garland sald the club’s aim is to
“show how much Duns Scotus ls
wanted and needed.”

About 3,000 people a week attend

. religious services, while many needy

people are assisted by its retreat
center, particularly during the holi-
d;

ays.
Hund and Havron_ sald the club's

eHorts have stirred up public aware-
ness in support of the elforts to save
Duns Scotus,

“They sny ‘it’s sad, iU's terrible,’
Hund said. “That's Nike a historic
place. No matter who you talk lo.
they say, 'Oh yeah, Duns Scotus, I

- love that."

HAVRON SAID public reaction to
the club’s protest surprised him.
“IUs nlee to see Lhat people care so
much.”

The petitlon drive also has mull-
ed in companles calling Duns Scotus
to inqulre about purchasing the prop-
erty, Havron sald.

Meanwhile, Havron. added that

D'Etre University has been interest- -
ed-for more than a year in buying -

the now-closed college which Is adja-

‘cent to . the chapel/friary. It was

closed In 1988,

The unlversity's dean, William
Poffenberger, could not be contacted
Monday and Tuesday.

When asked whether there. was
any way. the pending deal'with LoPa-
tin and Doral Corp. could be fine

- tuned to al least rescue the facllity's
. chapel and friary, Havron sald it.

was doubtful whether such an ar-

.rangement would ' be compatible

enough to work.. -

“THE PROBLEM ls, a conference
center would draw a certain class of
people,” Havron sald. “We have a lot
of people who come here who are
lower income familles who depend
on us for food, clothes and other
susienance, .

“Jt wouldn’t be. compatible for us
to be here if some blg husiness also
had'a conventlon here.”

According to Havron last week,
Duns Scolus representatives ang
those for the lined-up buyer. (LoPa-
tln-Doral} would meet this month to
discuss terms of a conditional deal.

A nine-month perlod to close the
deal would follow, Havron sald.

He added that Duns Scotus would
vacale its quarters by late 1982, but
that the Franciscans would maintaln
thelr “presence” in-Southfield and
surrounding communities.

“The most impartant thing ls that
we remaln In the Archdiocese of De-
troit and contlnue to minister to-the
people,” Havron'said, adding that a
possibllity Is moving mass to nearby
§t. Michael's Church.
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THANK YOU!
' FARMINGTON FAMILIES IN.ACTION WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE FOLLOWING
INDIVIDUALS AND BUSINESSES FOR MAKING THE 1990 OCTOBER

DRUG AWARENESS MONTH CELEBRATION SUCH A SUCCESS!

To those who contributed money, products, services, and/or tlme.

10 Milo McDonatds

Amblence Halr & Nall Salon

Noith Farmington High Schoal
Natlonal Honor Saclety

Karl & Ethel Varga

Mr. Mrs. John Arbuckle

Mario Mannlon

Mr. €. K. Baall

North Fanmington High Schoo!
Student Councll

Ralph Aebandt

Dr. BIIl Ritter

Alox Doy

Horbort K, McPhoraon

Bruce M. Burt

Scottish Clan Alllance

Nardin Park United Methodlst Church.

Boaver Diatrlbutors

Beechvlew Elemontary PTO

Mr, and Mrs. William Bannatt

Tina Marinucel

Norms Baden

Kathryn Bantz

Karen Peterson

Anchor Clrcla ~Nordin Park Church

wim Team

North Farmington High Schoal
Administrators, Stalf & Teachers

Or, & Mrs, Marria Brown

C. lich & Co. (America) Inc.

Calculus Construction Co,

North Farmington High School Gisl's

Farmington Clylc Theatre .

Bonaventura Skating Rink

Farmingion Area YMCA

‘Westbrook Manor Homecownera®
Assoclation

Ms. Nina Chnnoy

Clty of Farmingion, Dcpnnmam of
Public Safaty.

Jan Dolan

Tha Farminglon Obsarver

Mr. & Mra. Aobiert Downing

2
Mr & M's Marvin Schaofer
Books Abound

Mr. & Mrs. Clavln Flotchor

Farmington Area Advisory Councll «

Botstord Hoapltal Voluntcors

Foltyn's Bakery

Downtown Farmingion Business
Assoclation

Targot Stores

ﬂuklund Hills Community Church This ‘N Thot
Optomis! Club Sharon Knopp
Shotll Zichorman Jaan Dwyar

Kathy Tudball

Mr. & Mrs. Michaol Dutt

Sheflay Kaimua

Both Moreton

Wm, Graco Elementary P.E.AK.
Mea, Margarat Prost

Mary Dobson

Jonet Szopo -

Mz. & Mrs. Willlam Gmnno E

H & H Theatres {Farmingion Ciie)
Susan Harnoy -

Noncy Voasoll

Mr. & Mes. Clark Hulﬂ

Mrs, Jano Relsor-Willlams

H. A. Smith Lumber & SuppIInL Inc.
Ergns-shwnydur Famlly

Linda Enberg

S. P. Fabrlcators, Inc.

Brownle Troop No, 1857 ~ Weadcreok
Mrs. Maorlo Hattey

Gwen Senaloro

dahn Chabot

Mr & Mra. J. Gnrln\rn Motrovislon
Mrs. Holga Millor Or. Roger Gault
Mr. & Mrs, J, D, Misaros Joyee Hoyt

Dominoes Pizza
Mr. & Mrs. Bob Gardner. |
Knthy Nadock

Farmington Masonlc

. Salom United Church of Chriat

Highmoadaw Glrl

. Mr &M

Grace Michael
Mr. & Mrs. tnlon Scott
Mr, & Mrs. Mark Hanklns
Eynon Assoclatos
Mr. & Mrs. Lasry Shulman
Hillel Day Schoo!
Mr. & Mra. Donald Sommers
Joanne Fobrics.
St. Alexander Christtan Sorvico
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Holland
Mr. & Mrs. Donlel Steties
Farmington Aron Lioas Club
rs. Douglas Szapo
Cheryl Conn-Ocller
Tha Exchange Club of anmmmon
Mrs. Joan Hynos
Trikoa Sign Company
Harrlson SADD Chapter
Farmlng‘on

Mr. & Mra. Harvey Warburtan
Mary Avery .
Dr, & Mrs, Allan Welner
American Speady Printing
T & L Piinting
Thayet Rock Funoral Home
Mr. & Mrs. Conrad Wolalng
Universal Vidoo

m Ludwlg
Willy Y
Kor Nut Products
Or. & Mra. Joseph Kautman
Farmington Hills Otilce

Devetopment
Shelloy Saylor
Mr, & Mra, Tim Komp
Konbrook Elementary PTA
Andraa Nojorlan
Dr. & Mra; Hasold Loach
Holiday [nn ot Farmington Hiits
Farminglon Community Library

Cindy Korl

TRW Yran-pormllon Eluclvonltt
Divislon

Mr. & Mll. Frank Jonna

Ms. Janice Roller

Farmington Hills Pollco Dapanmunl

Farmiagton City Couni

Formingian Hills CIly coun:ll

Mrs. Robin Ungar

Dr. & Mrs, Armold Campbell Joyce Thompson Scout Trnop No. 3273 Mr. & Mra. Dalo Dalesh

Marie Sheody GlI-Mar Monufacturing Co. Inc. Miml Kolish Bocky Karbowskl

Mary Lou White Krogars . Nino Salvagglo' s Strawberey Hilla Jon Glulland

June Kenny JoEllen Vause Frult Markot VFW Poat 2269

Elinore Simblost Rhonds Golin Mr. & Mra. G. L. Sandors Racquets Unlimited - Ben Tasich

- Jennlfer Wagnar
Sto hanle Wagnor
tticer Jet! Andoraon
Bub Sake Ofdsmablis
Baob Sallnrl Pontiac

1l
Nosth Farmington High School
. Booaters Club _—
Gl Elomentary PTA (
Sunshine Acura . ‘
Tom Holzer Ford

Sue Dickinson .

Farmington Hills Senlor Cltizons
Hollday Chevralot

Bob Dusseau UACOIH MGYGUI‘V
Chryslar-Plymouth, In

Town N Cnunlry Dodge
Bell-Alre Lana:

Rotary Club
Longacre Elsmentary PTA
Korfier Barber Shop

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Machacok
Dubin Optomstric Clinic

Mr. & Mrs, Robert McCubbroy
Fond! Bullders Supply

Mr. & Mri

icMinn

Firat F‘mlhy‘nrlnn Chureh of
Farmingt

Mt. & Mrs. Michaal Flanagan

Orchard Lake McDonblds

Metropolitan Natlannl Bank of
Farmington

Farmiagten/Forminglon Hills
Chnamber of Commerce

Channel 10 TV

Farmingtan Communlty Centor

Putt-Putt Gall

Drokashiro Lanos

‘ To those who so diligently served for many months on our celebrarlon committee:

Pat Nowcombe

Wandy Strlp Sitisnmor

Darlene Knight

Marle Schnoldor

Sue Dolesh - L1. Rlchard Murphy Nancy Kittmar Grep Grodzackh Ciadl Hallsok
Bob Gardner Jody Soranon Diane Burton - Bob Lekovish Suzanne Drean
Botty Nicolay Glenn Grace Loretto Conway Bonnls Wagnor Jonjce Lovering
Nancy Kring Joan Nusly Don Cowan Tina Jensen Greg Voss

M Bon Marks . Tammle Glenn Ron HoMland Mnrgaret Lonaghan Mary White
JoAnne McShane « Mika Sadler Mary Cole annanl Culvu c..“y Hohna
Marty Krohner . Lattila Rogars Lyna Lovip Dick Dean Cobb

To any athers who helped in any way, but whose name were lnadvertenlly omitted.
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