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Country Lane Flower Sﬁopn' floral. arrange-
ment brightens the great room of this Coventry

Gardens home

in Livonia, The tile steps lead to
the dining area. .

Friends hosting walk
to beneflt Greenmead

By Janice Tigar-Kramer
specla) writer

OR' A plimpse behind the
doors of -seven private
homes checrfully decorated
for the holidays, conslder

Livonia’s annual Christmas Walk
from 10 a.m. to § p.m. Saturday,
Dec. 8, .

Advance tickets are $5 at
Greenmead Historical Village, Livo-
nia City Hall and al} Llvonia llbrar-
ies, or $6 the day of the walk at
Greenmead's lhll House {use the

‘We want to dispel the .
notion that Livoniais a _
cookie-cutter .
community. We have a
cross-section of home -
‘styles here that date
back to the turn of the
century.’
— Theresa Jaye,
. wa/k chai/woman

Roa:

Book]cts wnh A tour map and de-
scription of each house will be avail-
able only on Saturday at the Livania

. Civic Center Library, 32777 Five
Mile, or at the Hill House, Tour
goers also may go through thc hls.
toric Hill House, a Greek Revival
style farmhouse, which will be deco-
raied in a bright, patriotic theme.

The Fricnds for the Development
of Greenmead sponsors the sefond
annual. Christmas Walk. Proceeds
will be used to restore Greenmead'’s

\{ Blue House, an I ‘
siyle house built before 1850 and the
former home of Alexander Bluc,
once a-counly audltor, township su.:

pcrvlsor and justice of the peace.
Plans call for (he 13-room house to
be used as a conference center and
receptlon hall for Greenmead's near-
by chapel. -

BESIDES BEING a major fund-
raiser, the Christmas walk is on¢
way for the city to exhibit its d!vmse
architecture.

“We want to dispel the notion that
Livonia is a cookie-cutter communt-
ty." said Theresa Jaye, walk chalr-
- woman. “We have a cross-section of
home styles here that date back to
. the turn of the century.”

Fach home on the walk wlll be -

" filled with holiday flowers and deco-

ratlons donated by, one of six Livonia

florists. One homeowner plans her
own decorating this year. The Livo-
nta Historical Soclety will decorate
eight rooms of the 149-year-old Hill
House.

Ploase lurn lo Page 4
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A centerpicce of greenery, flags nnd ornumenls cast the Hlll House dining room at

Greenmend in a patriotic glow.

Symphony stages ‘The Nutcracker’

" Bettina Sulser of New York will perform the role of the Sugar
Plum Fairy in Tchaikovsky’s Nutcracker Ballet, .

By Linda Ann Chomin
* special wrlter

+Before the evening ended. trum-
pets would anncunce the violins,
then a single crash of a cymbal re-
sounding through the rchearsa) hall
would awaken the 1990 holiday sca-
son with the magic music of “The
Nuteracker™ by - Peter Ilyiteh
Tchaikavsky:

In an hour and a
half, the Livonia
Symphony Orches-
tra's rehearsal,
under ‘the direc-
tion of Francesco
DiBlasi, wauld be-

sky's March of the
Trumpets.

The Livonia
Symphony Otches-
tra, along with the. Contemporary
“Civie Ballet under  director Rose
Marie Floyd, will present two per-
formances of Tchaikovsky's Sunu
from the Ballet, “The N X

F. DiBlasi

- gin with Tchalkov. .

Churchll) High School - Auditorlum,
Livonia,

“We are Importing luo dancers
from the American Ballet Theater
for *The Nuteracker,” said Fran-
cosco DI Blasi, conductor of the
Livonia Symphony Orchestra.

Bettina Sulser and .Fritz Masten
are the New-York dancers who will
perform roles in “The Nutcracker,”
Sulser as the Sugar Plum Fairy and
Masten as the Cavalier and Spow
King. Sulscr has danced profession-
ally since 1984 with the American
Ballet Theater undur artistic’ dirce-
tor Mikhail Baryshnikoy,

AUB p.m. Friday, Dec. 7, the Livo-
nla Symphany Orchestra and the

- Contemporary Civic Baltet wilt pres-

ent the full production of “The Nut-
cracker™ with Sulser and Masten,

A1 8 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 4, the or-
chestra and baltet will present Act I
of "The Nutcracker;” Gene Autry's
"Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer
wilh guest conductor, Santa Claus;
“Toy Symphony* by llaydn: “Disney

or Friday-Saturday, Dee. 7-8, in xhn

Please turn to Pago 4

Fritz Masten will perform lhc roles of the Cnvnher and Snow

ot “The er”

King in the Livonia pr

She’s a deservmg

TAPPING THE creative pipeline:

# She’s Co to those of us who
work with her.

And it's no surprise Corinne Abm
of the Observer & Eccentric staff
was ene of nine 1990 Governor's Aris
Awards winners Monday at a lavish
dinner at the Clubland in Detroit.

The statewide awards honor ex-
cellence and recognlze leadership in
the arts, two qualitles Co exudes.

Co won {he Medta Honur Roll
Award “for fostering public recogni-
tinn and support of the aris and art-
IsLs in l\llchlg'm through a suﬁmlncd

to 14

mcdla covern gc
Creative Llving cditor of the Ec-
ceniric newspapers since 1975, the
Beverly Hills resident not only ap-
preclates the arts, she also can write
about them with style and verve yet

snmply

Co figures she has tapped out
mare than 1,000 major storles on the
arts. But her love for chrenleling
such artistry hasn't faded. As she put
it: “In most instances, I've enjoyed
the people,”

Co_is on a first-name basis with
most of the major tocal movers and
shakers in*the arts world. And gal-
lery owners in communities served
by the Eccentric typlcally look 1o
her first when they host a mafor ex-

* hibit.

When WIBK-TV2 recently did a
prime-time news report on the grow-
ing. Birmingham arts colony, they
quoted Co as an authorltatlve voice,

Her goals when she took her job
tell much about her top prlority: to
bring the world of fine art into the
homes of folks who enjoy the arts

award winner; Smi

but -whe
SO rs .
Co strives to expose readery to
cvents and peo e who comprise the
arts, o portray artists as vital com-
munity asscts and to highlight the
excitement and rlchness of artistic
creations,
To Co, the arts are a-fricnd. To her
lhey tmake a difference In our every-
day llves, That's keynoted through
the special way she can make them
interesting for even the casual arts

' necessarily connais.

follower,

Thanks, Co for bemg s’ an-
spiratic ce-workers readers and
« alike.

You've earned this moment in the
sun.

® Smile and Say Read.

That's the theme of the Year of

" the Lifetime Reader Photo Contest.

To remind Americans of the pow-
er and pleasure of reading as a life-
long activity, Librarian of Congress
James  Blllington  has  designated
1991 as the Year of the Llifetime
Reader,

Amateur phatographers of all
ages are lnvited to capture the splrit
of lfclong reading and vle for prizes
{n a contest sponsored by the Farm-
Ington Friends of the Library, Amer-
lean Library Assoclation and Li-
brary of Congress' The Center for

le and Say Read

the Book.
Your *subjects await in class
rooms, at the Jibrary, in colfee

shops, at home, (n the park,, at book-
stores — anywhere people read..

Entries will be judged on phato
quality and artistic- merit.. Prizes
will be awarded In youth and adult
divisions for black-and-white and
color photos.

Entries, due Jan. 10, will be dis-
played at the Farmington Hills Is-
brary during judging. Winacrs will
be plcked . during National Book
Weck Jan. 20-26.

For entry details, call ‘the Farm-
ington, Community Library:  553-
0300. Photographers may enter only
one local “Year of the Lifetime
Reader Photo Contest.”

Top local winners will be cligible

"for natlonal competitlon ‘with a

$2,000 grand prize awarded during .
National Library Week April 14-20,

Why make such. a fuss' about
bookworms? As histarian Rarbara
W. Tuchman put it

“Rooks are the carriers of civiliza-
tion. Without baaks, history is silent,
literature dumb, science crippled,

thought and speculation- at a
standstill.  They are engines of
change, windaws on the world,

‘lighthouses' (as a poet sald) ‘erected
inthe sea of time." "

. Added Farmington lihrarian Mau.
reen Baugh: “We're always looklng
for ways to get people into libraries
and get them to read. We're hoping
this contest will help.”

Sodel

Bob Sklar is the. O&E's assist-
ant managng editer for special
projects.



