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O&E arts editor
gets state award

By Judith Doner Berne
stalt wrlter

“'Corinne “Co™ Abatt, who at-
tempts {0 wrlte objectively about
the art world which touches our
‘| suburbs, eouldn't edit out the su-
perlatives Monday night.

Abatt, Creative Llving editor for
the Observer & Eccentric for 15
‘years, was one of nine recipients of
the Governor's Arls Awards glven
by Concerned Citlzens for the Arts

- | in Michigan, the statewide arts ad-

vocacy organlzation.
. Is is the most wonderful
award I could cver Imagine get-
ting," Abatt sald In accepting the
Media Honor Roll Award before
550 bejeweled women and tuxe-
docd men on the stage of the reno-
.| vated State Theatre in Detrolt.
‘Abatt, a longtime Beverly Hills
resident who was accompanied to
the event by daughter Julic, publlc-
ly- acknowledged she was a little
uncomfortable tn the spoilight. “I'd
fa!hcr be covering it than getting
1.

“It has been my privilege to'get
to cover you — Lhe members of the,
arts world,” she told the crowd. She
noted memorable interviews with
Emma Schaver; the opera singer
from Southileld; Peggy deSalle, a
Birmingham art dealer who en-

‘| dowed a wing at the DIA and an

auditorium at Cranbrook; and
internationally-known photogra-
pher Yousuf Karsh.

“THOSE PEOPLE were 50 allve
as so many. of you are here to-
night,”

In fact, a number of audience
members have been the subjects of
Abatt’s feature stories,

meaningful night," Blanchard told
the crowd, “but of course the arls
are every day. The aris are the
glue that holds our society togeth-
er.”

Blanchard, defeated by John En-
gler last menth, looked anything
but depressed, . vaulting onto the
stage and whittling down hls pre-
pared speech because “People who
are being honored pever quite get
their due.”

HE INTRODUCED a numbcr of -

local legistators, Including state
Sen. Jack Faxon, D-Farmingion

HIlls, and state Rep. Judy Milller,
. R-Birmingham as well as execu-

tive director of the Michlgan Coun-'
cil for the Arts, Bloomlicld Town-
ship resident Bunny Goldman, .
Jack Rebinson led the audience
in a standing-toast te -Blanchard

who, no matter what polltical par-.
ty you belong to, “has approached *

the tssues honestly and set a high
slandard of publle service.

“We also know he wlll continue
to support the arts as a private clti-

* zen should he not return to publlc

life,” Robinson said,

Marilyn Wheaton, CCAM execu-
tlve director, Tuesday sald she has
spoken to members of Engler's
staff and “they have given me no
indication that he would not be in-
terested. in contlnuing” pnrtlcip:l-
tlon in the awards.

This was the first tme the . -

awards presentation was held at an
arts venue rather than a hotel ball-
room..“We did better than we have
ever done” on ticket sales — al-
though the- weather kept some
from atlending, Wheaton said. That
included the Four Tdps who were
supposed to ﬂy tn to receive the In.
Award.

Bloomfield Hills artlst Aviva Rob-

inson, - whose husband “Jack ' is ”

“l1 was very. very pleased,”

Wheaton said. “We've never had |
“such a

CCAM chairman, and
Art

P!
idio-visuall

diree-
tor Ken Gross,

Gross, who acknowledged he was
* | one of the people who nomlnated
.| Abatt for the award, sald simply:
“She lives It. IUs beyond her job.
That's the-king of thing thls is all
about — to recognize people who
£0 beyond. .

“She‘s unigue. I deal with other
press and it's just not the same.”

The awards were - begun six
years ago during Gov. James
Blanchard’s. first- term -when the
Concerned Citizens ‘for the Arts

group posed the idea of giving the,

highest elected officlal Inthe state
the opportunity to honor the arts.
“This" has become anexciting,

y. F . al-
though I don't make the declslon, [

can’t Imagine having it -any other -

place.” .
Other awards went to: .
@ Arts Organizatlon Awards —

Kalamazoo Civle Players, Willlam .

Bonifas Fine Arts Center, Michigan
Artrain. N

* Business Honor Roll Award
— Hudsons Department Stores,

® Civic Leader Award ~ Wal-
ter Buhl Ford IL.

@ Michigan Artist Award —
Bess Boanier.

® Aris in Education Award —
Karen VanderKloot DiChiera.

Corinne Abait related !hree of her mout memornble interviews in acccmmg the media award from Gov. James Blanchard.

Michigan Arts Council execu-
tive director Bunny Goldman
{above)} and Concerned Citi-
zens for. the Arts chairman

o International A
Award - The Four Tops.

Jack (right) obvi- -
ously enjoying the evening.

P08 by JOHN STORMZAND/s1N photographer

Bob and Belty Jean Awrey of Farmington Hills had a good view
of the evening's events. . B

ACTIVATE and ACCELERATE YOUR ABILITIES

IMPROVE: seif Confidence, Poise, Speéking Skills.:
BECOME: self Motivated, Popuiar, Advanced.
REMAIN: Seif Assured, Communicative, Dynamic.

ENJOY:

. New-Frien'dships * New Horizons.- New Competence -

- join -

TOASTMASTERS INTERNA TIONAL

150,000 Members

RECOGNIZED

6,900 Clubs

WORLDWIDE

Clubs in the Observer & Eccentric Area:
(Find a Time, Day or Location to SUIT YOUR NEEDS)

NOVI, PLYMOUTH, LIVONIA -

Phone 422-8364 or 525-4613

Motor City Speak Easy- 2nd & 4th Mons. 7:00 p.m., DENNY'S, 12 Oaks Mall, Novi.
Oral Majority- Every Tue. 5:45 p.m., DENNY'S, Ann Arbor Rd. 8 1275, Plymouth.
Saturday Sunrisers- Every Sat. 8: 45 a.m. "UNITY HALL", 28660 5 Mile, Livonta.

BIRMINGHAM, FARMINGTON, SOUTHFIELD

Phone 538-4884 or 573-2523

Birmingham T/Ms- 2nd & 4th Tues. 6:30 p.m., COMMUNITY HOUSE, 280 S. Bates, Birmingham.
Windbaggers- Every Thur. 6:30 p.m., SVEDEN HOUSE, 31830 Grand River, Farmington. -
Federal Mogul T/Ms- 2nd & 4th Thur 12 noon, 26555 Northwestern Hwy., Southtield.

NCA Voices/Excelience- 2nd & 4th Tues., 5:00 p.m., 17330 Northland Park Ct., Southtield.
Lawrence Tech U.- Every Thur 6:00 p.m., 21000 W. 10 Mile, #E-159, Southfield.

Northwestern- Every Mon. 6:30 p.m., FHANKLIN CLUB Apts Library, 20830 Frankiin, Southfield. |
REDFORD, WESTLLAND, WAYNE

Phone 561-8853 or 455-1635

Dearbomn DynamrcsA Every Tue. 6:30 p.m., RAMS HORN, Plymouth & Telenraph Rds., Redlord.

Holy Smokemasters- Every Thur. 6:30 p.m., DENNY'S, 7725 N. Wayne R

Vestland .

The Advocates- Every Thur. 6:00 p.m., OMEGA, 34824 Michigan Ave., Wayne

BLOOMFIELD, ANN ARBOR

Phone 363-369C o1 434-8369

Jewish Community Center- Every Tus. 7:30 p.m., 6600 W. Maple Rd., West Bloomfield.
Huron Valley- Every Mon. 6:30 p.m., MICHIGAN LEAGUE 227A Engals {N. Univ.}, Ann Arbor
Washtenaw- Every Thur. 7:00 p.m., DENNY' S, 3310 Washtenaw Ave., Ann Arbor.

Domlnos Farms- Every Wed 6:00 p.m., 30 Frank Lloyd Wright Dr., Ann Arbor.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION: Contact
A, Moore ATM 422-8364, B. Boylan ATM 538-4884, D. Renaud ATM 494.2893

Order Before Christmas For
Custon Credit=Yaur Wav
ORDIR NOW itz e

- No PAYMENTS
T JULY'

Iapr s<ps Gretittand and
csunhl gk T

Beler et s
Fler datilh | eattier
Ty W) e st 1 Dass
Faleline Wag anfe on Lo & Sjoaie

L L\I’I\ISSIO'\JS
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'950 S. Woodward (near Lincoln) Birmingham_
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