Children walch as Caroline Ounphy, a painter
trom Northville, shows them some of her paint-

ings done on the grounds of Claude Munel'
house in France,

The magi‘cAof Monet
Artist colors world fok-Gface students

ATERCOLOR artist Car-
oline Dunphy shared
her ' focus-

before the artist’s visit,-coordinated
by the Willlam Grace staff and art
Keasler. Her

ing on French Impres.
sionist painter Claude Monct with
students at Willtam Grace Dee. 7, as

part of the schoal's art and language

program.

Dunphy has visited Giverne,
France to palnt in Monet's gardens.

. In assemblies throughout the day,

Dunphy shared those experiences

with students and brought with hera -

small model of Monet's house in
Giverne. A Northville artlst, she

brought some of her finished work

and works in progress. In additlon to
watercolors, she also works with pen
and Ink and in oils.

In preparation for Dunphy's visit,
third grade students painted their
own gardens. Each student painted
several colorful flowers 10 add to a
cooperative mural — “the gardens
of rooms 4 and 5." .

Students also read about Monet

Carcline Dunphy shows the
Wiltiam Grace Elementary

* School students some of her
art supplies.

visit was made passible through a. .

. grant from the Fnrmlnglnn Arca
Arts Commission.

Slight change reported
in local MEAP scores

By Casey Hans
statt writar

Scores on ‘state-mandated skills
testing in the Farmington Public
Schools changed only slightly this
year, with incre:
areas and decreases in four.

Tenth graders taking a new “es-
sential skilds” reading test showed
1he biggest change with a jump of 10

+ percentage poinls.over last year —
the first year the more comprehen-
sive reading test was given,

Local results of the Michigan Edu-
cation  Assessment Program, or
MEAP, were released last, week.
Fartington school board members
are expected to bear a report on dis-
trict’s overall testing program, in-
cluding the MEAI” test, on Dec. 18,

Statewide results of the test will
not be available unti) early next
year. .

District tesling coordinatar Caro.
Iyn Mahalak has started. meeting
with bullding principals 10 go over
cesults. Princlpals will, in turn, re-
vlew the findings with their staifs to
determine if any changes to teaching
metheds are needed, or if individual
students, classes or subjects need at-
tentlon.

MANALAK SALD the district re.
gards the MEAP as a tool for help-
ing the schools, although It has be-
come a measuring stick between dis
tricts. "MEAP's always criticized,”
she sald. “You can't make these
numbers. do moere, than they were
meant o do.”

‘Two reading tests = one measur-
Ing essential skills and the olher ba-
sic skills — and a basic skills mathe-
malics tests were given 10 students
in grades 4, 7 and 10. Students in
grades §, 8, and 11 took a baslc skilly
tests in science.

Scores are the percentage of stu-

es In cight test

dents nrhlm ing 78 pcrccnl or beucr
on the test.

‘In mathematics, grade four went
from 92.3 to 94.3 percent, grade sev-
en went {rom B2.1 to B4.2 percent
and grade 10 from B87. to 85.4 per-
cent. As the reading did last year, a
new more comprehensive math test
will begin in 1991, which district
math coardinater Richard Strausz
said will focus on the - important
arcas of probability, estimation and
problem-solving. It will likely bring
pasitive changes to Farmington's
math program, he said.

Scicnce scores continue o be Jow-
er than math and-reading. which
have been tested for the past 20
years. Sclence testing staried only
recently, and was shified Jast year to
grades-5, 8 and 11. This year {ifth
graders decreased from 855 1o 2.7,
and cighth graders from 72.8 to 68.4
Eleventh graders Increased from
53.5 to 55.9 percent.

IN BASIC reading skills. grade -

four went from 95 to 95.5 percent,
grade seven from 967 to 95.7 and

Highlights of

Here are some highlights fram the
Farmington Public Schools MEAP
scores, state-mandated testing done
in all public schools across the state
cach fall:

# Most score variations had only
a one or two. percentage. point
change aver 1989. One exception was
the science area; where fifth graders.
dropped from 85.5 (o B82.7, and in
grade’ cight, where scores dipped
from 72.8 o 68.4. Students in grade
11 increased from 53.5 t0 55.9. -

@ The largest test score increases
came In essential skills reading

" grade 10 from 94,510 95.7.

The basic skills readmn test will
soon be dropped, leaving only the es-
sential skills test, Mabalak said. The
aew test has two reading sections,
testing students on an information
selection and a story selection.

School officlals are reviewing the
overall increase of the essentia)
reading tests — cspecially the 10-
point percentage increase at grade
10. Tenth graders jumped from 47.4
(o 57.9, seventh graders from 47,5 to
50.2 und fourth graders from 48.3 to
52.3. These scores show the percent
of students “achieving satisfactory
performance on both scivctions. .

They do.not know why the in
crease occurred, but speculate it
could be a change in teaching and
more awarepess, “We were pleased
the averall the direction is upward
but we're lr)lnﬂ to decide why,"
Mahalak said. “The teachers have

been more aware of that testing for.
mat.

est is calling attention to
the awareness leve) is
building.”

local scores

tests, where 10th graders jumped
from 47.4 percent to 57.9 percent.
Fourth graders also increased scores
from 48.3 to $2.3 percent, while sev-
enth gradees increased from §7.5 to

50.2 percent.
e Basic reading  skills tests
about even, with fourth

graders going (rom 95 to 95.5, sev-
enth graders from 96.7 to 95.7 and
10th graders from 94.5 10 95.7.

® Basic math skills scores, were
alse slmilar to last year's. Grade 4
went from 92.3 to 94.3, grade seven
from 82.1 to 84.2 and grade-10 from
87.510 85.4.
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