Expert says victim was ravaged by Alzheumér 'S

By Pat Murphy
staff writer . -

The physiclan who per{ormed the
autopsy. on the woman who ended
her own life with the coniroversial
“suicide machine” is expected to tes.
tify against the doctor who Invented
it today In Clarkston district court,

Dr. Lynda M. Biedrzycki, the for-
mer acting medical examlner of
Qakland County, was one of about
slx witnesses scheduled to be cnll-.-d
today in the preli

- Was no murder, no crime.”

FEIGER SAID he expecis the
Judge, Gerald E. McNally of the
52nd District Court in Clarkston, to
dismiss the charges.

Indeed, whether Kevorkian com:
mitted a crime by medically asslst-
Ing Adkins to end her life Is the crux
of the proceedings that have attract-
ed national attention because of its

implications.
Although Michigan law can be in-
terpreted , the prosccu-

tlen of Dr. Jack Kcvorklan
Kevorkian, 62, of Royal Oak, faces
murder charges because the so-
called sulclde machlne he invented
was used by Janct Adkins to end her
:’lfe by, Injecting a fatal dose of
rugs.

“I expect to have it (Kevorkizn's

examination) flnished by noon,” pre-

. dicted Michael Modelskl, Oakland

County assistant prosecutor. “I ex-

pect Dr. Kevorkian to be bound over
to circult court.”

Defense Jawyer Geoffrey Fieger, '

however, had a prediction of his
own. Asked if he will call any de-
fense witnesses, Fieger responded,

"1"have no wllm:scs hecause there

F?Vorth

tion- elalms Kevorkian ls -gulity of
murder even .though Adkins was a
willing partlcipant.

Defense attorneys do not dispute
that Kevorkian Invented the suicide
machine or that he made it available
to Adkins while advising how to use

They contend, however, that phy-
sician-asslsted suleides are not INe-
gal ln Michigan and the prosccution
is over zealous In pressing murder
charges against the doctor.

Adkins, 54, came to-the Detroit
area' from her home in Portland, Or-
cgon, specifically to use the suicide
machlne.

Wednesday uid Adkins had ad-
vanced Alzheimer’s discase.

DR. JACOB CHASON- of the
Bloomfleld area said he dld not sce
Adxklins when she was allve, but was
hired by the medjcal examincr’s off-
lee as a cmunll:ml to examine her
bralin.

Her case was extremely ad-
vanced, Chason testifled. In the thou-
sands of Alzheimer's victims he had
seen, only one ot two were as severe-
Iy ravaged by the dlsease, hesatd,

- Other wlitnesses gave the packed
courtroom a glimpse of the hours be-
fore and after Adklns activated the
suicide machine,

Michael Pedeszwik, an investiga-
tor for the medical examiner’s off- -
ice, testified that he was summoned
to Graveland Oaks County Park near

Holly about 3 p.m. en June 4 where -

By Pat Murphy
stalt wrltor
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Verbal sparks between the defense
and the prosecution continued to fly
during the preliminary examtnation

-of the controversial sulcide doctor

accused of murder, .

Lawyers on both sides In the day-
long examination of Dr. Jack Kevar-
kian ralsed frequent objections and
often ralised their voices.to Interupt
cach other, although they were never
admonlshed by District Judge Ger-
ald E. McNally who was to contlnue
proceedings today in Clarkston.

On numerous- occassions defense-
atlomcy Gcoﬂrey Fleger and Oak-

he met Kevorkian, dressed casually
in clothes splattered with blood.

Kevorkian was pollte and coopera-
tlve, Podeszwik sald, and apologized
for the blood stains as he was wiping
them off with tissue.

Podeszwik sald he took numerous
pletures ‘of Adkins' pody and the
scene.

When the prosecution introduced
three as exhibits, the defensc.object-
ed.

“THESE PICTURES are being of-
fercd solely for sensatjonallsm,”

sald Fieger, who objected that the ~

photos would slir emotions agalnsl
his client. “Nothing else."

+Judge McNally ruled them ad»
missable.

Another witniess, Delective Sgt.
David ilaire of the Michigan State
Police, said Kevorklan readily told
him AdXkins committed suicide by ac-

land County assistant prosecutor M)-
chae) Modelski gave mocking or sar-
castic answers to cach other, *

They argued the merits of first de-
gree murder charges against Kevor-
kian, 62, of Royal Oak who admits
helping Janct Adkins of Portland'end
hcr life' with his invention last June

VERBAL SPARKS are normal in
court proceedings. But Wednesday's
were preceded by scparate press
conferences at .which each side in.
sulted the other, and leveled accusa-
tlons of professional misconduct.

Kevorkian’s attorneys, Fleger and
Mickael Schwartz, accused Oakland
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tivating the trigger on hls suiclde
machine.

Kevorklan said he Initially intend-
ed to have Adkins use his machlne In

-a private residence in Detroit, Haire

said. X

. The physleian. said those plans
were canceled — and the suiclde
moved to his van parked In Grove-
land Oaks — after the owner of the
home had . second thoughts “and
didn't want to get involved in o phy-
slcian- :lsslslnd sujcide,” Halre testi-
fied.

Kevorkian alse said he Initially
couldn't get his suicide machine to
functjon -properly and spent time
mnktng adjustments, the detective
said. .

The physictan further sald he had
difficulty finding a vein in Adkins'
arm ‘that could accommodate the
needle that would Jater allow the

County Prosecutor Richard Thomp-
son of being overzealous.

They even clalmed Thompson
may have ignored a memo written
by a former assistant prosecutor
that advised Kevorkian that - assist-
ing in a sulcide is not a cnmc in
Michigan.

The defense attorneys suggested
that advice may have been a faclor
in the Royal Oak physiclan's decision
to-use his suicide machine for the
tirst time in Michigan.

“The prosecutlon of Jack Kevorki- .

an. . .is the act of a rogue prosecu-
tor,” Schwnrual[eged
"In his obs&smn to bring br.

Jothal injection to flow into her body,
Halre testified. -

KEVORKIAN TOLD him Adklns
became unconscious within minutes
of activating his machine and within
five minute,.the EKG reading “'was
fat,” indicating she was dead, Haire
testified.

The detective testified that Kevor-
kian told him the first call he made
aiter the flat line EKG readlng was
to Adklns' husband — staying in a
Madison Helights motet — (o say she
was dead.

Haire said Kevorkian voluntarily
accompanled him back to the state
police post where he wlilfully gave a
complete written statement.

The prosecuting attorney said he
expects to. call six witnesses today, .
including . Dr. -Bledrzycki and the
waitress who served breakfast to
Adkins or the day she dled.

insults, allegations precede exam

Kevarkian 10 a point where he wilt
be placed in-jail for the rest of his
life, Mr. Thompson has engaged in

-acts that can only be described as

despicable acts of misconduct which
1 believe constitute gross profession-
al misconduct and which should
cause the prosecution to be dis-
missed,” Schwartz said.

AT HIS PRESS conference Tues-
day, Thompson accused Fieger of ly-
ing and playing “loosc” with the
facts.

Thompson said Kevorkian never
claimed.he was told by the prosceu-
10r’s office lh.'u asslsﬂng a suieide is
legal.
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