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Beaufait is hot item in cold cOuntry

B Nulzl ser
mll wrl ler

1" Unlike miost Michiganlans trylng
to escape the cold days of winter to’
warmer {emperatures,
Mark Beaufalt decided to head north
{o expericnce the icler days of Mar-
quette and play hockey for Northern
Mu:hlxnn Unlversity.
Even 'though the snow on the
ground is much higher, the most sig-
niflcant ascent for Beaufalt has been
“on the lee, where the junlor has
climbed from playing-in 11 games
his freshman year, to scorlng 24
polntslast season, to recently being
named the Weslern Collegiate Hock-
ey, Assoclltion's “Player of the
Wl:c

+ The 1988 Livonla Stevenson grad-
pate notched a goal and an asslst In
mo consecutive games agalnst

chigan Tech, Including the game-

winner In the series' first game, His
goal in the followlng day's 4-3 tri-

Avmph snapped a 2-2 tle in the thlrd, stea

CCi impressive
ln win over Rice

Livonia's

pcrlod. He then asslsted on the even-
tual game-winner.

or Lhe season, Beaufait Is the
Wildeats' fourth leading scorer wlith
nlne goals and riinc assists 'In 17
games. He Is enly one” goal shy of
malzhlng last season’s goal- mﬂng
total .

BEAUFAIT has hnd to mijust toa
slightly different lifestyle In u:e up-
per penlnsula, where he says “they

- take their hockey very seriously.

“The fans are very supportive and
at first 1 was surprised with how se-
rlously . they take the game,”
Beaufalt said. "It's a very good hock-
ey towa, It's alzo a amall town, A lot
of people know each other, and in
gcnm\l. people are closer together
here.”

But those who follow Stevenson .
hockey may - not remember
Beaulfalt's name, The S5-foot-9, 165-
pound center did not play high school |
hockny, opting for junler ranks in-

- Beaufait sald.

: Redford Catholic Central turncd
-ln ts best effort of the scason Satur-
‘d;\y,scﬂrlng a 6-4 prep hockey victo-
\ry.over rival Birmingham Brother

{Ricc at the Redford Iee Arena.
“Every kid hustled, It was a great

‘bleton said.

Senfor Jesse Hubenschmidt scored
two goals and added two asslsts for
the victorious Shamrocks, now 3-2
:overall and 2-2 in the Michigan
Metro clreuit.

Hubenschmidt scored a pair of.

unassisted first-period goals and
Chris Freeman tallied one for Rice.

+ “We skated hard all night, we
“came put flying," CC assistant coach
:Ron Repicky sald, “Wc kept them
»botuv:d up In thelr end.”

In the second period, CC explodud
lor four goals,

- Paul Schloss connecled twice, the
liul a power-play effort from Hu-
‘benschmidt  and Mlke Kasper,
Schloss' second goal was assisted by
-Hubenschmidt. -

CC’s Mark Lorelll scored from
Matt Keenan and Dave Gatlagher to
make it 5-2,

‘Tom Vaquera then followed with

CC's sixth goal, Kevin Donnelly and
Scott Johnson assisting, Lo make it 6~
12, (Brian Hartwell scored Rice's lone
“goal during the middle period.)
“Hubenschmidt is a smart player,
:and Schloss has Improved every
‘game,” . Gumbleton sald. “He
[Schloss) keeps his head up when he
‘has the puck.”
- - Rice scared twice in the final peri-.
" od, Including Josh Fryer's goal with

~hockey

‘team effort,” CC coach John Gum-’_

. len:lty " said Stevenson coach Paul Fer-.

atopped 18 shats [n recording the shutout.

1:02 Teft, but It was too litle, too late |
0]

for the state-ranked Warriors. .

Mlke Brusseau, who was steady in -
the CC nets, turned away 17 shots.

“Our lines are starting to skate a
iittle bit,” Gumbleton said. “And we
had nice support from our student
body. That helped.” '

CC returns to action at 8 p.m. Sat-
urday at Redford Arena agalnst de-
{ending state Class A champlon East
Kentwood,

" STEVENSON 4, hilLFORD 0:
Four different players scored Saturday

as Livonla Stevenson (2-2-1) galned a non- ~

ieague win over the host Redskins (2-3) at
Lakeland Ice Arena,
“We played better and with more In-

whose team was coming off a 4-4°

lle w)lh South!leld-] Lllhnl

Scolt Johnson and Pmnk Euplel each
collected o goal and Lwo assists for the
winners.

Jobnson apened the scoring ln the first
pf;llod on asslsis {rom Nick Sata and Eu-

The Spartans made it 3.0 alter two pe-
rlods — Euplzl from Johnson and Chrly
Rennie; and-Rennle, from’ Johnson and

uplzi.

Mark Peterson added ‘an Insurance
goal In the flnal perlod from Sata and
Ryan Gusick.

Stévenson goaltender Mike Willlams

ihocke}i -

college instend.”

“} SAW THE potentlal n him,”
said NMU coach- Rick Comley, the
16th winningest coach in college

He-spent elght years playlng in
travel leagues in metro Detrolt, be-
fore spending one season with the
Redlord Royals of the North Ameri-
can Junior Hockey League where he
was team captain. Beaufait was a
first-team’ selectlon as a forward

and the second leading scorer in the

NAJHL in 1988.

“There Is- more recognition and
‘more travelllng in’ junior hockey
than in high school hockey,”
“I worked at the
Northern Mlchigan Hockey School
and really liked the coaches and the

“program up here. There were some

other, schools interested In me, but
they wanted me to stay:in juniors
one more year. But I wanted to go to

hockey history. “His freshman year
was an adjustment year. It's a big
step from junior hockey to college

hockey, !

“'I think his improvement Is due to
his maturity, Mark also worked hard
on'the welghls and has gotten a lot
stronger, He has also . gotten

- smarter.”

Tt took awhile for Beaufalt to ad-
just to his new environment.

“I was disappolnted my.{reshman
year because [ thought I would play
more,” Beaufalt sald. “We had o
good team then (winning the league
playoffs) and I wound up learning a
lot by practicing with them.”

Beaufait's improvement has not
surprised the 14-year coach.

“I think he’s the most Improved
player on the team,” Comley added.
“It has been a falrly dramatic im-

- provement which has surprised

some people, but not me, I have al-
ways seen great potential in hm.

. He's a great kid, always smiling and

deserving of the credit be recelved.
It was a great honor he won.”

Last season, Beaufait made an im-
pact on the Wildcats, but suffered
ankle and chest injuries right. after
Christmas, which caused him to mlss
eight games. This season, Beaufait
has stayed healthy and is playing Ms
best hockey ax a Wildcat.

“I HAVE TO improve on being a
moare consistent scorer,” Beaufalt
said. I can score a few goals in a
couple of games and then go awhile
with no points. I can't be such a
streak scorer. I don’t know why it
happens, but it does. There is always
room for improvement in your game
— in skating and shooting. But over-
all, I'm happy with my play so far
this year,”

NMU is 12-3-2 overall this seasen
and 11-1-2 In the WCHA, and ranked

fifth in the natlon according to the

Albany (N.Y.) Times-Unlon poll.
orthern's success is malnly due’

to o 16-game home unbeaten atreak.

However, the Wildcats arc second in
the league Lo Minncsota, who 1 12-1-
3. NMU lost and tied a game in a
two-game serles with the Gophers in
mld-November. .

* “We played both games at thelr
place and we could have won either
game,” safd -the Livonlan. “They
have to come here for a scries later
on {n the scason and we’ll be looking.

‘forward to it."

Beaufait has asplrations of pmlw
sional hockey, but i: focused only on

Is season,

“I'd like to play as far as hockcy
takes me, but this year I want o win
the league,” said Beaufait, who s
studyling business management. "We .
start a 10-day road trip this weekend
with two tough games against North
Dakota, This will be.an lmpartant
stretch for us if we want to win the
league championshlp.”
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