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1still can't belleve it.

But there §t is, pictured in one of
the dozens of hollday gift catalogs
I've received this year. Among the
ublquitous perfumes, lingerle, satin

Zcoat hangers, snow domes, travel

.clocks, et al, It's certalnly. “the gift
with a difference,” you must admit.
1t appears falrly sturdy, looks to be
about the slze of a small breadbox,

. and It costs $30. .

But you can trust me en this: I do

" not want a bat house for Christmas,

The hat should he “revered,” my ca-
tatog admonishes. After all, It eats
Insects at a rate of 500 plus per hour.
1 still don't want a bat house for
Christmas. - . .

Actually, I'm not aware of anyone

: who does. {Maybe I know the wrong

pegple?) -

So what docs any of this have to do
with books? Nothing really; it’s just
my way of reminding you that,

though they may not be exactly -

standing in line for bat houses this
year, there are millions of people out
there who do yearn for good books at
hollday time.

THE FOLLOWING “are topping
many wish lists this season:

® “A Life on the Road by Charles
Kuralt (G.P. Putnam's Sons-$19.95).

. The most poetie of newsmen writes

Dream comes true for Livonia artist

Contlnued from Paga 1 )
aoffer to make a difference. I wanted

' to use my taicnts to address the pub-
Ne." . N .

BESIDES THE work on display,
Ferguson plans to do more palntings
to call attentlon to social problems.

The Rabitat Series, which the art-
ist hopes to make available In

posters, will include a, p:lnl!ng

c:lllcd “April Showers.”

The painting will iHustrate hls
concern-for the environment. [t will
include three scenes that show Indus-
trial poliution, acid rain and barren
land, or the cause, effect and ruull
of industrial waste. *

Another work in progress l: an
acryllc . palnting deplcting the
slaughter of harp seals, a:practice
that Ferguson and his wife oppose by
supporting antmal rights and envi-

- ronmental groups.

FERGUSON'S STUDIO, a. sinail,
converted bedroom, . is filled with
sketches, current work and complet-
od projects that may ér may not

‘Messiah’to be

" Continued trom Page 1

man, attending a performance of the
Messtah, is as much of a part of his
Chrstmas traditlon as going to
church. That is an envlable hollday
traditlon worth beginning.

“l ecan't imagine the Christmas
scason without Christmas music,”
Reed said,

Tickets for: the third concert of the

Plymouth Symphony Orchestra’s

LOVELY RANCH ON THE POND

supor-
109 '3 Largo bodiooms, 2 full bahs,

% Acra,
e
groal room with Catheceal ondings, m.
faced treplaco, wak out basomont,
floor laundry, Lgo oxknoc

now * constiuclion;

5oigoous view ol pond, 24 car aftached
atage Naw subdvsion ol $150.000 1
300.000 homes For salo by buildar. only
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many hollday book wish lists'

-« .\ it's just my way of
reminding you that,
though they may not
be exactly standing in
line for bat houses this
year, there are millions
of people out there
who do yearn for good
books at holiday time.

— Victoria Diaz

of the nomadic existence he has
lived and loved since hirlng on at
CBS for $135 a weck in 1957, Most of
the book focuses behind-the-scencs

. ©on his Emmy-winning series, “On the

Road.” .

“} always wondered where the
roads .went," Kauall says, remem-
bering his North Carollna boyhood.
For him, they eventoally went near-

. ly everywhere. Via this book, read-

ers get to go along for the ride.
Black-and-white photos are Included.

& “Laura Ingalls Wilder Country™
by Wiitiam Anderson. (Harper
Perenninl, $19.85). This glossy
paperback should be joy to all Wild-

- er fans. The book is a kind of photo-

have commerelal value.

Some of his jdcas are Inspired by
newspaper photographs and maga-
zine illustrations. And many of his
favorites, which aren't for sale, do-
corate his art deco-style home.

Lining the stalrcase is an unttled - vas

porlrall of an overwelght, pear-
shaped man deep in thought. Done in
mixed medla, the detatl shows every
veln and line in the man’s aging body
and each wrinkle In the subject'’s
clothes,

The artist's !avodte. called “The
Balloen Lady,” is.done in acrylle,
pencil and ink. Agaln, the close at-
tentlon to detail makes the portrait
of the old lady smoking on the beach
appear as sharp as a photograph.

Another favorite 1s titled, “The
Yuprising Over the Bermiuda Trian-

To e
The acryllc, poster-sized palnting,
insplred during Ferguson's years at
Sibley Shoes, shows a well-polished
pair of penny loafers on the feet of
an up-andcomling yupple. In the
background are:trendy jeans, jewel-

ry and sport clothes, al} included o

show the excess In the "90s.

performed

45th anniversary season are $12 for
adults, $8 for students K-12.

The "Messlah plus” - tickets are
avallable in"Plymouth at Evola Mu-
sic Center, 215 Ann Arbor Road and
Beliner Jewelry, 904 W, Ann Arbor

Trai); in Northville at Bookstall on

the Main, 116 E. Main, and Orin

Jewelers, 101 E. Main; in Livonia at
Music, 15630

and ai the audltorium box office,

46181 Joy, Canton Township, 30 min-

utes before the performance.

mt

| We need carriors for

[Observer & Eccenlric
routes.

Call 5910500

to find out all about il.

oricH

Chnstmas Comes Early
QIVCI’ DIIICS mndounumms

A :
VOTED #1 tn Boaatitat Farmingtea bills For Valan & Lacatlon,
7/ iy oy Comple Ut Krw 3 Bl np 1 10,000 s e, (S Trw)

9 Mlje & Orzto. Faemingioa HIs. Oally 3-6. Woakoad 12.6, Chasad Thara.. 4" IUEU

- more on the llving spirit of Dorolhy s

offspring. -
@ “The Innocent” by Jan McEwan
(Donbledly, $18.35). Thls macabre

. thriller has been: hailed as one of

McEwan's finest. In the darkest days
of the Cold War, a young British post
offlce technlclan becomes involved
in a clandestine project in war torn

graphic record of the Mldwestern
author’s llfe, with extensive text by
Michlgan historlan William Ander-
s0n. Contemporary photos (by Lestle
Kelly) are Interspersed with pletures
{rom_ the Ingalls-Wllder family col-
lection. (Some Wilder devolees may
be surprised to learn that the origi-
nal manuseript of “The Long Win-
ter," her sixth book, was presented

to the Detroit Public Library in 1949

" by Wilder herself, and is pow housed
§n the Rare Book and GHt Roem.)

® “The Oxford Ilustrated Histo- |

ry of Christianity” edlted by John
-{Oxford - U

Presa, $39.95). What better time-to
give or get thls particular book than

Christmas? Seven-hundred pages
of text and striking artwork focus on
the 2,000 years of history since the
birth of Christ, and chronltele ways in
which Christianity has shaped that

tory.
© “Friday Night Lights” by HG.

FERGUSON, WHO majored ‘In

mass communlcations at- Wayne

State University, has always been a:

doodler and a thinker who transfers
his thoughts to a sketch pad or a can-

“I even watch commerclals on
television and think about how Lo il-
lustrate them.”

The father of two, Ferguson hopes
his work focusing on social Issues,
such as violence and the environ-
ment, makes his young daughters
aware early on of the problem fac-
ing the country.

For the artist, the {ransition from

- commerclal art to the more abstract

work on display at Detroit Artists
Market is “llke a writer ;witchlnx
from a textbook to a novel.

“I'm-so grateful for my dlversity.

T just hape that people will see rny

message."
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Bissinger (Addison-Wesley, $19.95).
Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist
Bissinger- writes - of the agony and
cestasy of high- school football in
Odessa, Tex. Playing for Odessa's
Permian Panthers, who win state
championshlps as if there were no
tomorrows, aboy can be a
worshipped town hero at 16 or 17,
But what happens after high school
for these kids? “Friday Night
Lights" is nat just a close look at one
football program, though, but a com-
ment on high school athletics and

Amcrica's passion with sports in |

general.

e “Epicurean Delight” by Evan
Jones (Knopfl, $24.95). Subtitled,
“The Life and Times of James
Beard,” this should be a treat for bi-
ography fans, history bufls and cook-
book Jovers. Dozens of the famed
gourmet’s favorite recipes are in-
cluded. Black-and-white pholos are
also part of the fun.

® “Looklng-for a Ship” by John
McPhee (Straus aod Giroux, $17.85).
A fascinating book for those of us
who love to scttle in with a good,
seafaring tale on a winter's night.
“Looking for a Ship” reads almost
like fiction, but it's really the true
story of essayist McPhee's own $2-
day adventure aboard the Merchant
Marine vesel, the .SS Stella Lykes.
Cruise out of Charlotte, S. C.
through the Panama Canal and on to
South America’s Pacific Coast, and
never get your [eet wet. For
armchair adventurers, It's a dream.

« “Passing On" by - Penclope
Lively (Grove Weldeofeld, $17.95).

Dorothy Glover, an unloving mother -

I{ ever there was ane, has passed on,
Jeaving her three grown children

with the remains of her body and’

spitit. This novel by Britlsh author
Lively it not a ghost story In the

- traditional sense, though. Selected as

2 Notable Book for 1990 by the New
York Times Book Review, it centers

Berlin (and also in a passionate af-
fair with a rather mysterious wom-
an). Much of the action Is centered
around an actual happening: the con-
structlon, by the Britlsh and Ameri-
cans, of a secret underground tunnel,

which led to’Saviet commnnltadon
lines beneath the city.

e “A Relative Stranger” by
L‘harhs Baxter (Norton,. $17.95).
Here is a baker’s dozen of short sto-
rles set in Michigan and crented by
the critically acclaimed author of
“Through the Sa(ely Net” and “Flrst
Light.” If you're looklng for soine-
thing perceptive, knowing and hu-
morous about famltial relationships,
look no farther.

Victoria Diaz is @ LwamaA
based rmok Teviewer.
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 BUCHNER HILL*
CONDOMINIUMS

“of Northville

of the
County.

highest  points

Enjoy breathtaking views from
n
but sull be within a s
walk of Downtown Northwille

Luxuiry Ranches, Townhouses
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INTERIOR DECORATOR FEATURE S

* Ltk
DESIGNER MTCHE

*179,900

Ask for Ray Lee

591-9200

Priced from

Open Daily Noon-5 pm
Closed Thursday

Phane. 333.0300
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in Bldomficld Hills

HEATHERS

You meant
to make
' rescrvauon’s.

Don't let it happen with -
your Heathers condo.

Half of these award winning condominiums arc suld
Maybe vou meant 10 see them, but you just dudn’t get
around to it. Don't delay. There are many wonderful
sites to choose from. Come see how the other half lives
with Clubhouse, galf course, lakes and ponds and four
tndividual Villages. The Heathers — 00 good to miss

Condomitiums fram $§39.900
Open nown 1o six evervday

Square Lake Rd hetween Opdy kn and Adams

rran

CPTITHE

in Bloomfield Hitls

HEATHERS

You arrived at the
jl)ort to see your
ane take off.

Don’t let it happen with
your Heathers condo.

Hait of these” award winning condpmunums are sold
Mavbe you meant 1o see them, but vou just didn't get
around to it Don't delay Thete are many wonderful
sites to choose from: Came see how the other half lives
with Cluhhause, golf coune, likes and ponds and four
individual Villages. The Heathers — oo good to misa.

Condominiums from $139.900,
Qpen noon (o six everyday. Phone: 3330300,
The Heathers Club is now open. Take a tour,

Square lake Rd. between Opdyke and Adams




