" By KevinBrown

. statt writer

When Robert DeMattia considered
butlding his first industrial park near
M-14 In Plymouth Township, the
common wisdom sald Oakland Coun-
ty was Lhe betler place to go.

*No one was here, it was Just corn-
flelds,” said DeMatla, 48, a Farm-

“ington native who moved his head-
quarters from Southfield to Plym.

+ outh Township. "“They thought
everybody wantcd to go In the north-
ern corridor.”

“I COULD SEE the area of M-14,

1-275 and 1-88, the proximily to Ann
Arbor and Delmlt the proximity to
the airport, a very stable local gov-
ernment. It's a great place to live,”
he sald,

His developments have ran:cd
from warehouses to" buildings (or
laboratories where the. temperature
can't deviate moare than half a de-
gree amidst

Slnce 1977, DeMllUn hu devel-
oped four industrial parks |n the
Plymouth Township M-14 cotridor.

, And amid talk of an economic down-
turn in Michigan and the country —

- DeMattla sald he noticed such &
downturn In the flrat slx months of
the year — the area's premlere de-
veloper.of Industrial parks sald fur-
ther R.A. DeMattia Co. development
in the township-“could always be In
the offing.”

Publie speculation on one develop-
ment — a new stadlum for the De-
lrolt Tigers — suggests the team
could favor a western Wayne County
slte for a new stadlum — possibly
Plymouth Township.

A possibly suitable area lor asta-.

dium s the site of the former St.
John's Seminary, on 175 -acres at
Five Mlle and Sheldon. The owner,
the Archdleese of Detorit, has algned
an agreement to-sell the property,
but won't name the buyer.

- DeMattla, noting that Tigers

areas and filtering systema,

owner Tem Is active In

the Catholle church, speculated that'

Monaghan could be interested in the
site. “I'm sure the owner of the
Tigers doean't have any ties to the
Catholic Church,"” he said, addlng a
wry smile.

I BELIEVE THAT a stadlam
should be downtown, It's a symbol of
Detrolt, it's'a great place,” DeMattia
sald.

If'a stadium were to be bullt In the
township, “There would be a lot of
trafflc,” he sald. He talked of a
scenario of fans leaving such a stadi-
um at rush hour afler a day game, as
employees leave the Industrial parks
he's bullt along the M-14 corridor: 1

* don’t think that would be much fun.”

On the walls of his office In the
Metro West Industrial Park off of
Sheldon north of M-14 are photos
signed with greetlngs from Ronald

Reagan, U.S. Rep. Carl Pursel) and.

Vice Presidént Dan Quayle. Asked If
he. favors Republican politlelans
over Democrats, DeMattia smiled,
adding, "Anyonc who's elected.”

"I betieve thal business leaders

Deve{loper saw 6pportunlty where

bave to lnypnrl and be actlvist in
polltics,” DeMattia sald. He's joined
state governmenl-organized trips to
Japan to seek business for southeast
Michigan, and is active with the
state department of commerce.
“Detrolt has to be strong for the
suburbs,” he sald. Asked If he's con-
sidered Industrial park develop-
ments in the city, DeMattia xafd he
has, but declined to elabarate. -
'Mattia, a married father of
three grown daughlers who lives In
Norlhvllle, sald he rises at 3:45 am.
and works oul for half an hour be-
fare leaving for work. He conducts
two staf{ meetings per week at 6
am., works wilh sales staff and
oversees z total staff -of 75. He
leaves the offlce around 7 p.m.

ASKED HOW HE'S succeasful al
galning clients for hls developments,
he declines to elaborate, saying only
that the firm uses a broad marketing
approach.

Over a 10-year period, DeMattia
and two olher developers plan a 930-
acre development * in " Northville
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WE'VE GOT A GREAT GIFT IDEA
FOR ALL THE GOLFERS ON YOUR CHRISTMAS LIST!

Amatd Paimer

Gift Certificates to the 1991 U.S, Senior Open Championship at
Oakland Hills Country Club, July 25-28. Order yours today!

Surprise all your golf-loving triends this
holiday season with a iruly unique gili...
tickets to the 12th Senior Open Champian-
ship an Qakland Hills’ famed South Course!
Daily lickets are $15 for practice rounds,
$25 for Championship days. What's mote,
you can enjoy extra savings on two ticket

packages by ordering in advance tor next
summer’s premier golt event in Michigan.
Mail your coupon loday and a handsome
gift certificate will be on its way to you well
betere Chrisimas...a one-of-a-kind
“stocking stutfer.” the pertect present for
every goifer on yout holiday gift list!”
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“Qur marketing studles show that
people like to maximize their stay
with their famitlles,” he said, and get
from where they llve to recreation
siles with “minimal trave) time.”

While civic ‘leaders in Livonia
have lamented ' some buslinesses
leaving thelr cily for Plymouth
Township — where tax breaks are
offered to these businesses — De-
Mattla defends the practlce as good
for southeast Michlgan.

“Tax abatement is offered nation-
wide, we're offering that to every
forelgner that comes in — every do-
mestic firm should have the same
npponunlly, be said.

hat we.don't want ls someone

leaving Michigan,” he sald. “People -

don’t move for tax breaks,” he sald.

“It’s a huge cost™ for a firm to relo-

cate.

“Sometimes we're very parochi-
al,”* DeMattla said, suggesting that
while a flrm might relocate from
Livonta (o .Plymouth Township,
‘ “They.eat in the same restaurants.”

DOES TALK OF a recession wor-
ry him? “For the last 14 years, I
wake up every morning worrying
ab?ul what the economy's going to

“Qur clients find it harder to get
mit:ey right now for lendlng,” be

DeMattia sad most'of his area in-
dustrial parks are 90 percent occu-
pled, which he suggests is an ideal
rate, as some space ls left for poten-
tlal'clients:

DeMattia said he's proud of the
appearance of his industrial parks.
“You ‘don’t see anything lying
around, do you?" he asks, adding a- .
staff person is responsible for matn-
taining that appearance.

Of the current troop deployment
In the Middle East, which could have
cconomic . Implications, DeMattia
sald. “l'm not saying we shouldn't be

Bul he recalls hls service

* Army captain In Vietnam in 19“40

saying, “To thls day, I don't know
what I was doing. I wasn't defending
the Unlted States.”
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LET IT SNOW!

DON THOMAS SPORTHAUS —YOUR SPECIALTY SKI SHOP—IS READY #OE WINTER

WE'VE GOT THE HOTTEST NEW SKI EQUIPMENT
AT THE LOWEST PRICES IN TOWN—GUARANTEED! -

As skiers ourselves. we offer the professional service you expect!
Be sure your ski equipment is as ready for winler as you are—

Don Thomas Sporthaus offers superb shop service including: Mounting, Engrcvlng.
8inding Checks, Stone Grinding, Sharpening. and Waxingl

Yours FREE with the putchase of o new poir of skis—THE DON THOMAS PROMISE—
$200 worth of complimema:y ski tuning valld for tive years!
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Holiday Hints from
Don Thomas Sporthaus

Ski Videos starring Glen-Piake
’Ski Boot Heaters by Hotronics

Car Racks by Thule & SAC.
AF Ski Bags, Bootbags & Fanny Packs
’Skis, Boots, Poles & Bindings
¥ Rollerblade In-Line Skates

Parkas, Ski Pants & Sweaters
AFHats, Gloves, Socks & T-necks

After Ski Boots for Adults & Juniors
AF Ski Goggles & Sunglasses

Ski Totes & Ski Locks

Snowboaids and Accessories
’Don Thomas Sporthous
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