By Pat Murphy
staff writer

20 members in the U.S. House of
ere I8 much

Pmpnrlng for the first and possi-
bly. most important challenges of
1991, Oakland Democrats have

enced leaders,

In'separate caucuses last week,
Ozkland Democrats elected - Blr-
mingkam attorney Donald F. Tuck-
er and Southfleld bustnessman
Lawrence R. Pernlek to positions
_of leadershlp,

Tueker, 44, who lives In Blrming-
ham and practlces law (rom his
offlce in Southfleld, was clected
chalrman of the Democratic Party

turned to two of their most experi- '

speculatlon xboul which two repre-
be r

Tucker, Pernick win
County Democrats opt for experience

publlcans Is one reason Democrats
are outnumbered on the county
board 1908,

out of omce. lncludlng the poasibll-
Ity of parts of the 6th and 18th dls-
tricts belng comblned.

Both districts include portions of
Oakland County and if comblned,
could see incumbent Democrat Bob
Carr pitted agaiast [ncumbent Re-
“publican William Broomfield, -

As county chalrman, Tucker wili
be the only Demoerat on the flve-
member Reapportonment Com-
mission that will redraw bounda-
ties for the Board of Commission-
ersracesin 1992, -

“We (D got more than
43 percent of the vole cast for
county commissloners last month,”
he sald, “Yet we occupy Jess than
one-third of the seats on the county

T

~ Other offteers clected by the
Demoeratic. caucus of the county
board are: commissioner James
Ferrens, Pontlac, vice chalrman;
commissioner  Hubert Price Jr.;
minority vice chairman of the

Cost-cutting adoption
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bills wait 'til next year -

By Tim Richerd
stalf writer.

Three bills. to cut the cost of
adopting chlldren dled without de-

bate In a state Senate commluce re-’

cently.

“I haven't mlked o znyune about
them,” said Sen. Dick Posthumus, R-
Lowell, chairman of the commerce
committee, which handles health in-
surance

flnasice
Dennis Aaron, Cak Park, minority
viece ahatrman of the general gov-

of Oakland County. Other are . ernment
the county chairman of the Repub- - Rudy Serra, Royal Oak, minority
HE W,_\S ELECTED Dec. 4 by llcnn Party mmnll‘c James M. * vice chairman of - the’ personnc]
he party'’s a lawyer, . T

Pernick, a county commlssioner
from. Southficld, was re-clected
chairman of the Demoecratic
caucus -of the Oakland County
Board of Commlssioners at the
party caucus Dec, 5,

Tucker and Pemi:k bave been

polltically active for many years.
* Both acknowledge that reappor-
tlonment will likely be the first and
-most important challenges facing
the Democrats next year.

Reappartionment, of course, s
mandated every decade after certl-
fication of the eensus, Throughout
the country, boundarles for federal,
state and local electlons will be
redrawn, " with an accompanylng
shake-up of the political structure.

ON A STATEWIDE basis, for ex-
ample, Michigan wlll lose two of its

and the county prosecutor, treasur.
er and clerk. ANl are Republlcans,
Richard Thompson, Hugh Dohany
and Lynn D. Allen, respectively,

Tucker has been Democratic
chalrman of the 16th Congressional
district for 10 years. His successor
in' the 18th District has not been
elected. Vice chalrwoman is Sandy
Teague of Lake Orlon.

OTHER PARTY officers elected
by county Democrats Inclede Wil-
liam G. Wolfram of Franklln as
treasurer,

Pernlck has been a county com-
mlssioner since 1969 and has been
Democratle caucus chajrman on
several different occaslons.

Pernlck  sald reapportlonment
will be an important issue and sug-
gests that gerrymandering by Re-

Lillian
Oaks, ' Southficld, minority. vice
chairman of the -planning and
building committee; and commis-
sioner  Ruel McPherson, Hazel
Park, minority vice chairman of
. the public service committee,

THE .CAUCUS also nominated
Louis L. Milter, who is resigning as
Democratic County Chairman, to a
_8ix-year term on the Oakland Coun:
ty Road Commission.

Miller of Farmington Hills'is a
financial resource manager with
* Financlal Data Systems Inc.

He will run against- jncumbent
road commissioner mchard V.

Supporters criticized hls lack of
actlon on the bills, which were sent
1o hls panet in April.

An adopted child isn't covered un-

"der the family’s health insurance un-

41 one year after placement.in the
home, when the adoption s finalized.

House Bills 5443-5 would have re-
‘quired insurers 1o treat adopted chll-

dren like newborns, N

"It should be one of the major Ini-
tiatives of the Scnate next year,"
said Posthumus. “For those of us

. who are pro-life, -it, would make
adoptlon ‘a more viable alternative.

Gencrally, the concept is OK."

BUT POSTHUMUS s taking heat
because the bills. tanguished in his
committee for cight months after
winning House approval March 26.

“He's responsible for: what hap-
pens In his committée. I'm very dis-
d,” said the sponsor. Rep.

Vogt who was by Re-
publicans last week.

With Democrats outnumbered 19
1o 8, Miller will be a decided under-
dog when commissioners vate on
the appolnlmcnl 1his month.
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Maxine Berman, D-Southfiel
“We'll bring them back next year.”

In Howell, Heather Divian said
she was “terribly disappointed at the
system. 1 wrote to him and got a
form letier of reply.”
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Dlvlnn and her busband Jef(rey, a
vice president Capricorn. Capital In
Farmington HIlls, have adopted a 4-
year-old Korean-born boy. They are
awalting a second placement, '

“We've been following the I‘:’llh *

‘ sald Divian, who has Joined a

others in a support group in Brigh-.
ton. She fired off an angry letter to
Posthumus after learning the Senate
would hold no more commitice
meetlngs thls year...

leader in 1991,

Doug Cruce, R-Troy, wii chalr the
Commerce Commlttee next year.

Some 5,300 families adopted chil-
dren in 1988, according to Berman’s
staff.

Children wha previously were
wards of the probate court were ell--
gible for coverage under Medicaid,
the health care program for los-in-"
come people. But in some areas of
the state, Medicaid- p:nlclplung
health are hard to

" sald-
prestdent  and

“I'm terribly
Don ~ Marengere,

. founder of Adoption Optlon, based In

Huntington Weods.  “We don't dis-
criminate on the bases of age, sex,
color or rellgton. This 1s just dis-
criminatin against-children who are
adopted.

“We plan on coming back at ‘em
again,” sald Marengere, a Bloom-

, ticld Township resident.

The Senate’s fallure to act “just
makes It harder to adopt. It's anoth-
cr roadblock to adoption.”

Marengere said he recelved a let-
ter from Posthumus® office express.
ing. concern at “potential abuses of
insurance, “What abuses? It's not an
abuse to adopt,” he said Inreply.

POSTHUMUS and his panel have
handled - the highly controversial
auto insurance and accident benefit
bills in the last two years.

He also led the Republican Senate
campaign effort. A confidant - of
Gov.-elect John Engler, Posthumus
will succeed him as Sepate majority
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THREE BILLS are required to
make ‘the Jegal changes — one for,
health -maintenance organizations-
(HMOs), a second for the Blues and a
third for commercial health insur-

ers,

“Blue Cross - was-not opposed.
HMOs were ot opposed. It was the
private Insurérs,” said Berman.

Private insurers sald the proposal
wouldn’t- have permitted them: to
charge higher rates for adopted chll:*
dren with pre-existing health condi-
dons. But the Jaw requires them to
cover newborns with the same condi- .
tions.

Berman scoffed at u:: objecuon
“A child Is a child,” she sald, “Their
compromise would have cut out a

- "tremendous pereentage ‘of hard- Lo—

place children.”
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