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Battle

By Phyills Kreger Stillmen
spaclal writer

A ‘Dickens’
of good time
along Holly’s
’ Alley

~:THERE IS. A sword swallower,
‘ahd you caii stind up close whilo he
8 wa. the 10rc] hih

.“Roasted chestnuts! Get your
hot roasted ' chestnuts here,
mate!” .

“Hot cidert Warm your hands

on a cup of hot cidert”

thelr wares from outdoor booths on
a cold December day, wearing
knickers and (orn -gloves. Strect
people entertalning the - crowds
then passing the hat. Sleigh rides
behind horses, jlngling with bells.

‘The little pedestrian alley looks
and sounds like a scene from a
Dickens' novel. You might even ex-
pect (o sce Scrooge walking pur-
posefully to work, scornfully eye-
ing Christmas decorations and
chldlng holiday shoppers,

In Holly's Battle Alley that's ex-
actly what you'll see, but watch
out, Scrooge doesn't take kindly to
folks who aren't working, and he's
not afraid to tell them so!
~ Holly Is offering the Christmas
spirit to visitors to the little town.
With a downtown which boasts Vie-
torlan storefronts, Holly Is a natu-
tal for the Dickens Olde Fashioned
‘Christmas Festival.
Scrooge “are other- characters —~
the Chrlstmas Ghosts, Bob
Cratchit, Tiny Tim and Qld Marley
— in tales of a Dickens’ Christmas.

MOST OF THE activities center
around Battle Alley, which was
originally known as Martha Street,
In the early 1900s, Martha Street
.was lined with bars and taverns,
Holly was a rallroad town in those
days, with two different lines run-
ning through the village,

Rallroad workers would vistt the
taverns on Martha Street. Later,
when spirits were. high, fights
would break out between groups
from - the two railroads. After a
particularly raucous braw), Mar-
tha Street became Battle Alley.

Now Battle Alley Is home to all
kinds. of shops, selling romantic
Victorian merchandlse, . antiques
and gifts, .

During the Dickens Festival, the
alley is also crowded with outdoor

baked potatoes with all the trlmm-
ings, chargrilled sausage sand-

spleed almonds ‘and, of course,
roasted chestnuts, )
There's also booths with unique
glits. One sells ocarinas — small,
round carved flutes. Anather sells

Dirty faced merchants hawking . ang

Jolning .

merchants. Many provide food — -

wiches, hot clder, funnel cakes, '

ghout) the ‘day.. In-one, Mrs. -
rybingle'tendhes manners to an
atient dragon, In another,

ploits, .
... 1f you get hungry during the fes-
« tival — In between your baked po-
tato and funnel cake — the. Holly
Hotel is open for lunch and dinner.
One of the cornerstones of Baltle
Alley, the hote! was originally bullt
in 1891, .
The structured bas weathered
several fires; reopening in 1980 af-
ter the last one as a restaurant
only. The setting Is clearly Victorl- ~
an with lace curtains, stalned glass
in the windows, old-fashioned mir-
rors and prints and an axminster
carpel.
- The menu features many cre-
ative offerings — dishes like chick-
en strudel at lunch and roast lin-
gonberry duck at dinner, The sur-
roundings are beautiful, the service.
is pleasant, if somewhat slow, and *
the food Is very good. Reservations
are suggesied during the festival.
Call (313) 634-5200, .

HOLLY RESIDENTS scem to
enjoy the festival, which Is in its
17th year, as much as the visitors. *
Volunteers serve.as the Dickens
characters and provide much of the
entertainment, and most -of the

booths are manned by people from -

the area.

The whole town celebrates, deco- -

rated with simple, old-fashloned
garlands and bows. Local people
Just seem to want o be Lhere. Eve
Dennlson used to own one of the
shops in Battle Alley. She's retired
now, but has a booth during the
Dickens Festival.

“I just love the festival,” she

presslon of an old market where
vendors shout -and -barter thelr
wares," .

They have hit that goal and sur-
passed 'It, creating for visitors just
a wee blt of merry olde England

and a lot of hollday fun,
The Dickens Olde Fashioned Fes-
tival on uniil

unusual P a
huge one on a pedesta). Still anoth-
er sells handmade dolls,

The already festive atmosphere
is enlivened more by all sorts of en-
tertainment. There is a family of
jugglers — a-father and his two
sons , who juggie a flaming torch, a
fry pan and an cgg, cooking the cgg
in the pan over the torch as a fi-
nale.

Christmas. The final weekend,
which extends through -Monday,
Dec. 24, wlll be Father-Christmas
Weekend, " Father Christmas,
dressed in traditional green instead
of the mare modern red, will hand
out gifts.

Call the Holly Chamber of Com-
merce at (313) 634-1900 for more
Information.

plrates sing abom l_helr ex-

3ald, “We're trying to give the lm- ~

Jugglers James {left) and Paul Spitzer entertain the crowds in the tradition of Charles Dickens at

Dressed in 181h century cl&lhing
Ye Metry, Gentlemen” pose while

N curnle‘rl strike a “God Rest
singing.

Wearing a fur-trimmed green cape
and a wrealh made of holly, Dick-
ens’ Ghost of Christmas Present
mingles wilh visitors to Holly's Bat-

tle Alley.

photos by PHYLLIS KAEGER STILLMAN
Holly's Dickens Festival,

Undoing

a tattoo
is a pain

Continued from Page 1~

“SAY YOU HAVE a red plece of
tattoo; when the beam s absorbed by
the red, it's acteally burning it," he
explalned. “If I can do It In several
vislts, I can just burn It gently each
time then the person forms new skin.

“It has to be a period of time just
enough (o destroy some of the plg-
ment and not the deep tissue.”

Welssman, who recently retired
from practice, said he removes the
tattoo with a scrles of vists based on
the slze of the body marking. The av-
erage deslgn, like an anchor on the
arm, takes about a” hall dozen sitt-
Ings that last about 20 minutes,
spaced out by at least two woeks.
That gives the skin a chance to de-
velop a scab and the flesh to hea), he
said. . )

There is no infection because bac-
terla can't exist at 10,000 degrees
and there is no need for aftercare, he
added, The total cost is $300,

Palicnts with green or greentsh
blue colora In the tattoo would be re-
ferred to a ph with a ruby

Tattoos come of age as artwork

Conlinued from Page 1
tibued exposure to the sun can cause

a tattoo to lose Ity glossy or colorful

appearance.

“You can't tell bow the person's
skin is going to take color, whether
the person s black or white,” Wood-
1an safd. "On a dark-skinned person
some of the hrightness isn't going to
be as:vivid In a lot of cases. But in
some cases, It might not make much
difference. It'a more the body’s me-
tabolism.”

Woodlan added that he recom-

‘Phaton by JiM JAQDFELD/stall photographer

Chris Page did & tatoo of a singie roae on the ankie of his wife,

Paula.

“The scarting Is very llttle unlike
the carbon dloxlde laser (also used In
tattoo removal) which is nat color
sensitlve and will remove anything,”
Welssman sald.

There I3 a layer of yellowlsh white
fat beneath the epldermls, the outer
layer of skin. The Argon laser beam,
1t 1t reaches that level, will bounce
back, but a carbon dioxide laser
won't, producing a major scar.

IN THE PAST, tattoos have been
removed by surgery, skin abraslves,
carbon -dioxide laser and acid, but
Welssman believes those may all be

laser. That laser uses a ruby erystal
and recognlzes all colors except red.

'y with the Argon Laser,
But he stresses that it's not a mir-
acle worker, -

Persons considering a tattoo
should take into consideratlon the
advice of professionals ltke Welker
about the permanancy of the patiern

selected. (A tattoo should be perfect '

in gloss and color for about 18
years.)

“It's a true mark, because we are
ot golng to give the person the gor-
geous skin that he or she had before
the (atloo wax applied,” Welssman
2ald.

Persons interested in tattoo re-
wmoval using the Argon laser can
contact Sinat Hospital's physi-
cians referral number at (800)
2483627,

mends tattoos’ in red, orange and
green to bls black customers.

There are sayings about the mix-
ture of beauty, vanity and paln. No
matter how professional, a tattoo
artist can't prevent paln, but Wood-
lan said that what pain there is isn't

“IT FEELS LIKE a sunburn while
someone is scratching you,” he sald.
"Your body produces a chemical, en-
dorphin, the body's own merphlne-
lke painkiller. As an artist continues
to tattoo the skin, the body sends the

endorphin chemlcal to that area and
a natural numblng process begins,"
By the time the outline is finlshed,
the Intier ‘area about to be. shaded -
and colored Is so anethesized that
. the rest of the procedure is relative-
1y painless, Woodlan said.
As for people wearing tattoos . . .

Monlca Stapleton of Taylor beat
out her boy(riend Jim Hawes of Can-*

ton, a mixer at Awrey Bakery, when

It came to getting a tattoo. She
sporis a rose with his name across
the ribbon on It

Duane Fager ot
House of Ta-
toos . in' West-
land works on
clown on the
forearm of Dan
Alten of
Wayne.




