Lansmg next stop for aSS|sted

By Pat Murphy
staff writer

The Oakland County Prosecutor’s
decision not to appeal the dlsmlssat
of murder charges agalnst Dr. Jack
Kevorklan. is an acknowledgement

" that Michigan Jaw does not support

position, according to a West

- Bloomfield lawyer who helped de-

fend the Inventor of the so-called sul-
cide machlne.

“To pul it bluntly,” sald Michael

A. Schwartz, “it's improper for him
{Prosecutor Richard Thompson) to
pm;c’cule a law that's not on the

“He knows he’s auffered a de(ut.
To appeal the judge 's decision would
be foolish.” -

Geolfrey N. Fleger, another We!
Bloomfield lawyer on the defense
team, sald' Thompson should also
drop his civil sult against the 62
year-old Kevorkian.

‘Thompson has been told wzn s no
criminal law to justify his position
and it's incumbent upon him to drop
civil action, Fleger sald. To pursue
clvil charges — and waate hundreds
of thousands of dollars — is “outra-

eous.” o

SCHWARTZ AND FIEGER made
thelr comments Friday, within hours
after Thompson held a press confer-
ence to say he would not appeal the
deciston by Clarkston Districl Judge
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Gerald E. McNally.

However, -the prosecutor etnphu-
sized he will continue to press hls
civil actlon against Kevorkian, That
suit — scheduled to be begin Jan. 4
belore Oakland Clreult Judge Allee
L. Glibert — includes an infunction
prohlbiting Kevorklan from using his
slulcide machine on any other pa-
tlents.

“MeNally was wrong" o dismiss-
Ing first-degree murder charges

Comp comm|38|on head defends
salary ralses for Lansing officials

By Pat Murphy
staft wrlter

Farmington Hllls lawyer Burton

H. Schwarlz Is deflnltely in a minort-

y. . )
He's .one -of . the heavily out-

numbered people In Michlgan - ac- -

.cording to newspaper accounts —
who belleves the governor and nlher
state officials are underpaid.

hwartz, who has a law office in
Farmington Hills and a home in
West Bloomfleld, is chalrman of the

State Offlcers Compensatlon Com-
misslon which Tuesday gave a 13
percent pay increase to the governor
and a 16 percent hike to leglslatars
over the next two years,

The outcry isn't ex|
down until February, the deadline by
which leglslators must aci to reject
the pay hikes.

Both houses of the- Legistature
must vote by a two-thirds majority
to reject the proposed pay hike. If
the Legislature doesn't act, the in-

ted to dic”

scnn(nrs will go {rom the current
$45,450 t0 $52,800 In 1992,

Leglstators also get a fmore boun- Most of Ilze uproar over
wnl mlllsage allowance. Instead of - fhe pay hikes ig rooted
ng able to get mileage for one  ip the general belief
round-(rip to Lansing per week, the: .
will get ;lluge turgeﬁry trip nctu}: that most state.
ally m:ter. providing they keep an * officials are inept or
accurate log. i P
Lawmakers will also get mlluge simply don't do .
for miles driven within thelr d| anything constructive,
tricts, P y not al- b of .
lowed. - N
* Even with the pay hikes and more absenteeism or
liberal expense allowances, state o-  indolence.

ficials are underpaid,
Schwartz,- whose background In-
cludes about three years with the In-
ternal Revenue Service and years of
experlence as a tax lawyer, .-

“1 base that assessment on the In-

we
state offlclals wilh Jobs

insists

— Burton Schwartz

But even if they were, Schwn-ru
szid the job of the commisslon is to

In private industry,” he said. The
compensation ‘commission locked to
sources llke the U.S. Department of
Labor and the University of Michi-

creases go into effect
“We got a lot of feedback nbou!
the ralses,” Schwartz said Friday.

People — ‘including personal ac

quaintances and law clients as well
as people calllng talk radio shaws -
seem outraged.
. Even governor-elect John Engler;
who gets a $13,810 pay hike before
taking ‘offlce, called the increnses
“Inappropriate™ In light of the state's
. pending economle difflcultles that
may requlre state layoffs. . ,

' STATE REP. Lyn Bankes, R-Livo-

. nia, says she'il give her raise to char-

ity, and Rep, Gordon Sparks, R-Troy,

says he'd vote against the raises if
given the chance.

Sataries [or representatives and

gan when factors like the
duties and responsibilities involved
in the jobs as well as the education
and time required to do it right.

for the positlon,
no( the person hiolding it.

1f Donald Duck wete elected gov-

- ernor, ‘the commission would still

“It's common for some law mak- .

ers to put n 70 or 80 hours a week
when the Leglslature is in session,”
Schwartz sald.

He dldn't say if that lncluded umc
in smoke-fliled caucuses,

Most of the uproar over the pay

hikes Is rooted, Schwartz sald, In the
general beliel that most state offi-
clals are Inept or stmply don't do
anything constructlve, because of
absenteelsm or indolence.
. Schwartz doesn't buy any’ sterco-
type of state offlclals as dnwdllng
n'er-do-wells wha couldn't hold & job
in the private sector.
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have to gear. compensation for the
chlef executive of a high-tech indus-
trial state with'more than 10 mllllnn

. people,

If the cleclornlc doesn’t think'su-
preme court justices: (whose salary
will jump from the current $106,610
to $120,000 in two years) deserve the
pay, it should elect new people,
Schwartz sald: L

The 7-member SOCC voted 5« 1 in
favor of the new compensation, Vot-
ing with the mafority was Marvin C.
Daltch, an attorney who practices in

and lives In

Schwartz didn't know’that much
about the - commission when he
agreed to serve on It three years ago.
He had never.met Gov. James Blan-
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nonpolitica), independent voter when
he volunteered his scrvim

BUT AFTER GETTING into the
Job, Schwartz sald that If asked, he
would serve another term. That's
hig)nly unlikely, however, because

the 1968 law establishing the com-

mission umlu the u:nuro o one (our~.

year term.

Schwartz's term ends next year.

Ironjcally, the commission was es-
tablished because of the difficulty
associated wlith pay- hikes for state
officlals and the public outery usval-
1y resulting from it.

Some people thought the Legisla-
ture — whlch then voted on its own
pay hlke — was loo generous.

“Actually leglslators were afrald
to vote themselves the correct com-

‘pensation,” Schwartz sald. “Whenev-

er they OK'd pay hikes, they always
voted on the low side because. they
were afrald pcople would . throw
them out of offlce.”

Some sentlment agalnst- the ]nrge
pay. hikes still exists, according to
some leglslators, although the. fssue
Is wide open for “grandstanding.”

" “A-lot of legislators say they will
vote against pay hikes knowing full
well they,will never get the chance,”
said State Rep. Tom Scott, D-Flint.
«State Sen. Jack Faxon, D-Farm-
Ington Hills, sald the compensation
established by the commlssion
should be viewed in context. “SOCC
was established because the Legista-

ture wanted-an objective analysis,”’

he sald.
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against Kevorkian, the prosecutor
asserted. But the Issue of assisted
sulcides Is dn issue that should be ad-
by the state Legistature,
* McNally also said the Legislature
ahould debate and.act on assisting
suicldes, After two days of testimony
he dismissed
agalnst Kevorkian, saying existing
law is vague and inadequate.
“Assisting mlcidu is simply not .
Illegal under existing Michigan law,”

McNally ruled. “Although Lhe Legls-

lature may want to address that I:—
sue.”

Thompson sald he. has been
advised ‘that State Rep. Nlck
Ciaramitaro, D-Roseville, is already
drafting legislation to introduce af-

“ter the {irst of the year to outlaw as-

slsted sulcides.

Such legislation could become law
wlthin six months, Thompson sald. “1
Implore*the Legislature to" quickly
move to clarify the law for prosecu-
tors and the people. This state has an
interest in preserving life.

“NOW IS THE time for responsi-
ble physiclans and others to dlspas-
slomlely dlscuss lhuc profoind ‘is-
sues.”

charges Thursday . Jusl

swcnde |ssue

In the meantime, Thompson uld .
he will continue to view assisted sul-
cides as murder and investigate udl
one onag indlvidual basls,

“There's no law against sulcide in
Michigan," he emphasized.."But it's
d&{texeul for the person who assists.

use the murder es
were dismissed by a district judge
does not make it legal.” .

Thompson said he favors law to
make uslsted suicides iltega), rather
than legislation to regulate their ad-

_ mintstration.

“There will be debate by right-to-
1ife groups and the Hemlock Society
(a national organizatlon advocating
so-called “death with dignity”)," nld
Thompson. “The case raises ma
profound morai, medical, ethlcal lnﬂ
religious Issues.

“But theres a u-emendou.l poten-
tal for abuse," he sald. “Further-
more, ' I have deep reservations
about whether these profound issues
should even be declded by the judi-
cial branch of government. .

*“These Issues should be décided by -
the legislative branch, which is pre-
eminently suited to consider the con-
sensus of soclety,” Thompson said.
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The originad spreal-shoed ham,

Ssinee 1957,

. fully cooked nnd ready to serve.
. hlckorv»lmoked for gourmet flavor.

Serve The
Traditional
‘Holiday Ham!

Available Only At
These Nine
HoneyBaked Ham Co.
Store Locations
In Michigan

DETROIT
(313) K62.8622

CTROY
(313) 6894890

DEARBORN HEIGHTS
(313) 274.9600
TAVLOR
(313} 374.2600
BIRMINGHAM
(313) 540.0404
WEST BLOOMFIELD
(313) 851.2400
GRAND RAPIDS
(616} 957.3430

Extended Holiday Hours
Monday - Saturday
9-6

Open Sunday
Dec. 23rd
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