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HERE'S A BATTLE brewing on the
schwol millage front. Turn up the vol-
ume, please. Let's not have one of those,
whispering campaigns.

The Farminglon school community needs de-
Dbate:amd lots of it, many questions asked and :
swered, before it came make an informed deci-
sion on the important millage increase request.

Debate, however, seems unlikely, even (hough
lots of folks are taking sides on the issue.

‘In ‘case anyone's missed it, the Farmington
School District has a lwn-proposal»requcsl for
.voters 1o decide in a Feb. 5 special election. An
inerease of 2.7 mi
and another 1 mill for capital projects.

1t's a complicated (some would say convoluted)
proposition. Passage of the second proposal is
contingent on the first being approved.

Apparently, there's a lot people need to know
before Feb. 5. So why aren't they gelting that
knowledge through normal political debate?

WELL, YOU CAN'T blame resident Richard
DeVries for the lack of desire o communicate on
the issue, The Ford Motor Co. engineer, who is
involved with something. called Citizens - For
. Quality Schools.” an anti-millage- gfoup, orga-
nized @ debate for Tuesday and even reserved '
cable TV lime,

But he found no takers, no one lo argue the
.ether side. . . not the superintendent of schools,
not the schoel trustees and unfortunately not
Carol Luckschciter.co-chair of the pro~m1llagc
Friends of Farminglon Schools.

Said DeVries: “To do this properly, it (the de-
bate) should-be done before the first of the year,
s0'it can be re-broadcast (on cable TV) a couple
of times before the clection.

+¢A little public-debaté might get them (school
officials) to louk at their budgel and make better
use of the moncy they atready have.”

HE PEOPLE OF MICHIGAN should ask

state officials te put. aside their pro-

. posed raises, In some cases amounting
. . 10 16.2 percent, until they earn them.,

Last week a_state commission recommended

giving raises to legislators, the seven Supreme

Court - justices, the governor and the licutenant

governor, These raises, which would take cffect

Oct.' 1, 1991, were approved by the commission

$500 million from Michigan's budget through
slate services, programs and layoffs,

The impropriety of accepting raises under
such circumstances should be reason, enough to
cancel them. But there are other cumpullmg rea-
sons:

® Burton Schwartz of Farmington Hills, who
chaired the committee recommending the raises,
said the pay increases are necessary to attract
individuals qualified to selve Michigan's prob-
lems,

That argament, “If you pay them more, they
must be (or will turn out to be) hetter,” is flawed.
One need 1ok only as far as the national level in
the public sector 10 find well-paid, well-inten-
tioned budg:tecrs and managers presiding over a
recession-driven ecenomy, an-unfavorably lop-
sided trade ifmbalance and monetary and sou-ll
malaise from coast to coast.

IN THE PRIVATE sector, heads of companies
have salaries that effortlessiy outdistance. the:
annual pay of President George Bush. Yet those
chairmen, chairwomen and CEOs are watching

O NEWS 1S good news, we feel, when it
comes 1o the so-called December Di-
Temma thi
schouls controversy

sume stiburbanites in past years,

Christmas in the vom (or religion in the
public schools) w some of our overwhelmingly
Christian communities had the ]mlenlml o be-
come “an emotional free-for-all” in the words of
-an administrator, once the religious minorities
gol going on the subject.

1U's no sceret that pressure has been applied to
the schoo] establishments of . several districts
(Rochester and Birmingham come to mind) by
these minorities to keep the traditional symbols
of Christmas out of the public schools. And of
course parents to whom Christmas means -a- lot
were talking back,

This December, however, all is quiet on the
Christmas front, or that's the way il seems.

Why have things settled down? We'd like to be-
lieve. that it's a matter of points well made and

is being asked for operations

Pay raises
Put them on hold for now

despite a recent simultaneous mandate to cul -

Speak up!

Debate on mlllage needed

Maybe we can understand the school chief :md
the board members wimping out of a debate, but
not the Friends of the Farminglon Schools. Isn't
that what such a group is for?

Said Luckscheiler: “None of us has chosen to
debate. 1 pcrxonull don't like to dcba(o l!\ not
something I'd 0"](“ doing.”

SO0 TIE \’OTLRS stay in the dark with the
days falling away hefore the Feb. § election.
© We're not saying this is the case in the Farm-
ington District, but many schoot people feel the
way to pass 2 millage is . . . very quietly. Jusl
make sure the "YES” pcup mdkc it.to the polls,
the thinking go T the “NO" voters stay home |
and watch TV sitcom reruns on c]ectlon day,
that’s just fine,

That may “work in some L‘k‘cllons in some.

ities, but not in Farmi we think.

For one thing, we have this bastion of conserv-
atism and fiscal responsibility known'as the Al-
exander Hamilten Life: Insurance Co., Richard
Headlee, prop bang in the middle of our com-
munity.

Headlee nud his lu,hbl:stui crew have been
neard {rom*'hefore in local school elections, An -
11th-hour appeal by Headlee had a lot to do with
the nixing of a-$27 million bond issue in 1988,

When Richard lleadlee speaks, people of the
Farmington are

There is every indication that Alexander Ham-
ilton intends to get involved in the current re-
quest for additional money.. A Hamilton “econo-
mist™ said that the school district needs 1o
pare spending even mrlhcrbcforc 1l askstaxpay-
ers for more. o

No, if the pro-millage people want voters to
buy their request for more money for the schools, .
then they are going to have, lo getout and sell it

S0 Jet the debate be

their market share dwindle 1o foreign competi- -
tors. They're also taking the advice of high-paid
consultants who recommend going (or- the short-
term bang of big profits, instead of thelong-term

. benefits of seeing programs (such as solar energy.

and production of higher density computer chips)
through to completion, which would keep jobs
liere, guarantee a lock. on rescarch and develop-
ment and still return a handsome profit. -

So paying someone more isn't necessarily the”
answer. .

# This is Michigan. A salary of $45,450, which
legislators now receive. may not be much to live
on in New York or California, but it provides a
very nice living in this state. If that isn't enough
for a legislator’s family to live on, perhaps the
legislator should ask his or her spouse to.gel a
job, like the rest of us.

That said. it is necessary to attract good peo-
ple to serve in'the public.sector and money is an
ncentive. There is nothing wrong with giving
these people 2 raise under the same circum-
stances the rest of us get a pay increase — merit
and performance,

Look in an; recllon and one sees areason a
statewide level that can be improved — educa-
“tion, incentives for small busine:
social services, mertruwilud prisons and court
dockets, medical ca
able improvement in these -areas would make
Michgine @ better place to live for its residents,
wh - colne first, since thiey pay the bills,

Legisiati worn 10 serve'those residents.
Lo your part, and we'll do our part,

Christmas front
Reason, tolerarice prevail

well taken on both sidies of the issue,

AS 1S 1o be downplayed in somu dis.’
ording to new holiday poli ‘There
s to be a new. attitude, as well, as people
: new policies,
people are getting edu
fact and sensitive to the fact that th
a 10 pereenl Chrishan conununity,
Christian pastor from Birpangham in an inter-
view

1 the past. we'se asked 1or telerance and un-
detstanding vt this issue 1t could be made into a
positive exprerien e tor wll coaceraed with the
profer understamley

Rather than the vinctoni.
enls and cdacatnts should v
oppramty for s b togoan
childi en about the o,
that st coexist v a1 phai

That's sot relipions vdua.,
learning about tife.

ed to the

coov Jor-all, pare

the he ds an
lu teach their
and religions

That's simply

.- partlcipation
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The cost of housing turns

THIS COLUMN Is another in a se-
tles devoted to exploring what has
happened lo The Amexlcan Drenm
here in Michigan.

Last week 1 showed (hat lhe
dreams of most middle-class people

- are now being shredded by real de-
. clinlng-incomes. This week, I'l] start

looklng at the costs of some of the
things that traditlonally have meant.
in The 'Amerlcan
Dream. .

Take' housing.' After all,» owning
your own home is onc mark of entry
inte the middle class. And-tradition-
ally, more Michigan people owned
thelr homes than anywhere else be-
cause they held the good, high-pay-
Ing jobs In the auto Industry.

BUT STARTING around the mid--
1970s (Just about the same time that
real incomes started (o fall), some-
thing started going haywire with the
costs of housing.:

On average, the price of.a house
tripled from 1973 to 1988. And the
steep rise in Interest rates — re-
member "the “standard” morigage
used Lo be 30 years.at 5 percent — |
compounded the problem of making
house payments.

In the 19505, a typical Michigan
30-year-old middle-class man in an
ordinary house spent on average 14
percent of his gross income on mort-

gage payments. By 1973 that had

risen to 21 percent. And by 1983 it
had shot up to 44 percent.

When mortgige payments con- .

sume nearly half of an average guy's
Income, It's not at alt surprising that
the vates of home ownershlp have
started slipping for the first lime in
nearly 70 years. .

‘dream’into a mghtmare

The consequences of
_the terrific inflation in
housing costs over the
last 20 years are many
- and terrible.

WHO'S TO BLAME?

The Builders Association -of
Southeastern Michlgan says:

« Local building codes are incon-
sistent and (oo restrictive, while
building inspectors are arbitrary and
slow. Thls runs up costs and drags
out construction ‘time and interest
costs 1o the builder.. .

+ Housing construction is energy
intensive; and when the price of en-
ergy goes up, so too do the costs of
housing.

e People bave been indoctrinated
to want more house than in the past.
‘There are all sorts of examples
showing that a family with ap aver-
age income simply. cannot afford an
average house.

Realtors used to say that a senst-
ble budget for housing was 25 per-
cent of the husband's Income. Today
they say you should budget 40 per-
cent of a family’s combined income.

TIE CONSEQUENCES of the ter:
rific inflation in housing costs over
the last 20 years are many and terri-
ble, .

They start with the thousands of
homeless peaple you sec sleeping in
the park and trying to-get a square
meal in a church feeding program.
Some-are mentally ill; others are ha-

Phi_lib_'

' ¥ Power .

bitual substance abusers, - .
But far too many are perfectly or- -
dinary, decent, hard-working pevple
who simply cannot earn enough
money 1o afford housing for thelr'’
famidics, For them, The ‘American
Dream ended some (ime ago, nnd
their nightmare is our shame, .
But far more common and far.
more insidlous Is the kind of pres- '
surc making enough maney to meet
1hie house payents puts on familles, -
Husbands work at two jobs instea ¢
of one. Mothers go back to work sifi
weceks after delivering a baby, ni
because they want 1o, bul becas
they have to. Ri
One of the important pnm of The'}
American Dream was set out in one |
of Fraoklin D.- Roosevelt's Four H
Freedoms: the Freedom from Fear.
Far too many families are living |
right at the brink, existing from pay-
check to paycheck, always in fear

+ that some unforeseen event — @

layoftf, a pregnancy, an lllness not
covered by insurance — .could put
them out In the street. For them, The
American Dream exists only in the -
fantasy world of TV ads.

Phil Pawer is chairman of the™ -
company that owns this newspa-
per. His award-winning column |
1wilt appear periodically. . .

from our readers

Compare our
schools to
many others

To the editor:

With your paper ndicating that
the coming request for a millage in-
crease wlll spark quite a debate, 1
offer thls suggestion.

1 believe It would be.most helpful
to the voters if they knew how thelr
schools are doing. I therefore sug-
gest that your paper make a com-
parison of how our hlgh schools com-
pare with others in our arca, How do
they compare with Cranbrook,
Brother Rice, Martan and Mercy?

This comparison should include:

Hours spent in classroom work.
homework hours, student test per-
formances and SAT college entrance
exams, percentage of studenis In
need of remedlal asslstance at col-
Jege or unlversity level, pereeniage
of students golng on to a higher edu-

cation college or university, percent .

of students graduating from high
school; percent of students graduat-
ing from college or university, per-
cent of students who-merlt scholar-
ship awards.

Also; number of hours In high

— Obseruer

Steve Barnaby managng or
_Judith Doner Berne 2
Dick Isham (enerad AET (e
Mark Lewls -director of adve
Fred Wright ditector of

school spent on science, math, lan-
guage courses, average cost-per pu-
pil for four years of high school, av-
erage compensation cost per teacher

. and principal, average fringe benefit

slant reanagaei editor

cost state/school district per teach-
er/principal, average number of
clerical/adminlstrative  personnel
per pupil, condition of schoels, main-
ienance cost per pupil, teacher/stu-
dent contacts after hours and aver-
age class size.

“This should be a thorough annlym
and comparison. I would be a great
service performed by your paper.

The voters need this to determine
if they are getting adequate value
for their tax dollars.

Erncst J. Onisko,
Farmington 11y

Sht_;o_ting dog
was wrong

To the editor:

1 read -your article in today's Gb-
server headlined “Dog Owner Is Ine
censed Qver Pet's Shooting.” 1 also
heard the story on WXYT radio.

“Evidently several cliltdren wit-
nessedd the shooting. T aum concerned
that this trigger-happy cop will con-

& Ercenutric NewsSPapers e

Suburban Cotorr
Philip Power chan
Richard Aginian presigeny

tront a family argument or citizen
traffic problem in the same manner

-as he treated the family dog.

The problem §s that this person is
slill out there, making excuses for
his stupid and unprofessional behav-
ior. Furthermare, the Farmington
Hills Police Department will back
him for a senscless killing. As a rest-
dent of Farmington Hills, 1 deplore
his'behavior.

Jim E. Mills,
Farmlington Hills

Opinions are
to be shared

Opwions-and ideas are best
when shared with others.
That's why the Farmungton
Observer encourages 11s read-
s lo share ther views with
olhers i he From Our Read-
ers column. .
Lot stiould be inaded to:
the ddilor  The Farmungton
Qusenver, 21898 T-ummq(on
Rénd, farmingron 48336,
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