Rice grad’s music can be heard
on ‘Christmas Presence’ album -

By C: Hlmn
speclal wrller

‘This Christmas ene of this arca's
own can be heard on a holiday al-
bum.

Concord Records has produced a
compact disc featuring Bloomficld
Hills nalive planist Kevin Gibbs
playlng his -own arrangement of
Chrlstmas carols,

The album, “Christmas Presence,”
is available In Jocal music stores.

Kevin, who is blind, is the son‘of
Dr. William and Patricia Gibbs of
Bloomfteld Hills.

His parents remember how Kevin,
at the age of 2, clambered up on the
plano. bench and  played “Silent
Night” using both hands.

Soon the Gibbs realized that they

had a child prodigy. Despite his tal-
ent and blindness, they were deter-
mined to ralse him in a norma! fash- .
lon with his flve brothers and slsters.

Al age 4, Kevin's formal music
icssons with Jerre Wood began. Lat-
er he studied with Terri Yamasaki.
As time passed and Kevin grew old-
er, he became a student of Mischa
Kottler, retired member of the De-
troit Symphony Orchicsira.

KEVIN SAYS he learned lo play
by fixing each sound in.hls mind.
Tapes and discs became helpful lat-
cr. He served as organist at St. Hugo

.of the Hills and was in demand o

play for weddings in the Blrming-
ham Bloomfield area,

His scrap book abounds with his
concert programs, - honors and

awards eamned during his youth in

. this area.

One.of his finest hnnn he .-.ays,
was playing the warm-up for a Dave
Brubeck concert.

Kevin became a pmlcge of -the
well known jazz artist George Shear-
ing and they remaln close {riends, It
was Shearing's  influence -which
made Kevin switch (rom classical
music to Jazz, he said. .-

When members of the class of '77

of Brother Rice High School meet In-

formally, that old game, “Have you

heard from .:. . 7 or What happencd
to. " |8 often played - lnd Kevin
Gibbs' name comes up.

‘Al Fracassa, hud football coach
for, Brother Rice, says that Kevin
was admired for his brillance and te-
nacity, as someone who refused to
allow o bccume an obsta-
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FRACASSA ‘RECALLS insisting
that Kevin run track with his class-
mates. When Kevin rebelled, Frasa-
ca explained to him that he could not
escape lile's difficulties by evading
them.

He soon had Kevin running two
mlles a day. -

Kevin is curmnily the planist at
the Park Plaza and Bostonian hotels -
in Boston.

Married for cight years, he and his

s00n move to San Francisco, He is an
avid sailor and belongs to the “Cou-
rageous Saillng Club™ of Newton,
Ma, .

C. Himes is a Troy resident in
her eighties. This is her second ar-
ticle for this newspaper.

19,000,000 needy
Americans last year? '
This should ring a bell.
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FREEDOM

is more than the flag.

It's a basic principle in every
American life,

One 6f our most basic freedoms is freedom of the press. Amencans are
f)uor(xl\voetﬂ access 1o ailthe nevss—the good Tight along with the bad

We here at Ine Quserver & Eccentric Newspcpersguc'd this precious
froedom vath every eaition we publish. We watch and report the achions and
decisions of your government-—{tom the county commissions and city councils to -
township supevisors and schooloocords it it atfects your homc your family yout
e, we make every effor to bo there —for you.

Out pledge to pratect your right to know
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