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$ol Fuudcr. Germun Imm uclor who origlnamd seven roles in "“A Rosen by Any Other Name" oﬂ-aroadway. repests these roles

8y Cathie Breldenbach
spoclal wrller ~ -

4 ™OL FRIEDER PLAYS seven
. character roles In “A Rosen

by Any Other Name,” the
Jewish Ensemble Theatre
production of Isracl Horovitz's com-
1@%rama, through Sunday, Jan. 6, at
the Jewlsh’ Community Centcr in
West Bloomlfleld.

He is almost a one-man suppouinx
cast. Frieder portrays Jacob Arden-
ihtinsky, the narrator of the play,
atid Reb Brechtman, the ancient rab-
dliwha is preparing 12-year-old Stan-
1éy: Rosen for his bar mitzvah. He

A% plays a photographer, a stub--

horn sign painter, a shopkeeper and
a'the! who sculpts Stanley's likeness
in’chopped liver for his bar mitzvah
“ much to Stanley's mortificatlon
4fid his mother’s delight.

Funnlest of all, - Frieder plays
Judge Brown wearlng a pompous,
$idicial wig like a slightly askew hat

ut on'in a hurry. Frieder describes
he seven roles he plays as “comical,

ragic and iragic-comical” and says.

they “glve me .an oppor(unily to
show variaus facets of actlng.”
' In persen, the man with an im-

Theatre pr

7 faces
Actor plays many roles in drama

prcsslvc resume of acllng credits s
a soft-spoken, unpretentious gentle-
man with more than a hint of Ger-
many in his accent. With gracious
humility he tells of his eventful life
and his career In the theater.

FRIEDER WAS'raised In Germa-
ny. When the Nazls began to gain
power, he and his eight brothers and
sisters escaped to Switzerland. He
relates bls early life [n an understat-
ed, factual way, and tells how his
parents remained Behind in Germa-
ny, were eventually deported to a
concentration camp in Poland and
died there.

Between 1938 and 1949, Frieder’

lived in. Switzerland, part time in

* refugee labor camps and part time
as a student at tne Univeristy of
Lausanne, where he carned a doctor-
ate of social science. His dissertation
was on “the histary of religious tol-
erance in connection with the gener-
al social history of Eurcpe.”

He wrote in French and his
adviser was none other than the fa-
mous Jean Piaget. Frieder studied
heretical movements persecuted by
the church In the 1:th, 12th and 13th
centuries. He concluded that heretics
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who "devcloped their own ideclogy
opposed to the Cathelic- Church's™
most often arose from lhc poorer
classes

“1 finished the disseriation to be-
come an actor.” he says. “I got the
acting bug Jater, but my general ed-
ucation in history, philosophy and lit-
erature gave me a good intellectual
basis.”

He remembers seelng a produc-
tion of Shaw's “Candtda™ that was a
turning ‘point and impressed him
with' the power of theater. At the
time he had a friend who was a dl-
rector in Prague and Vieona, and his
friend encouraged his asplrations to

become an actor. He studied acting -

in Berne before coming 10 the Unllcd
States in 1949.

IN THIS COUNTRY Frieder made
his home in New York, where he still
lives, and became a professional ac-
tor in 1958. Unlike most actors who
spend anxlous years playing walk-on
roles and paying their dues, Frieder
started at the \op — on Broadway —
in the role of Mr. Frank.in “The Di-
ary of Anne Frank.” That same year
he toured with Faye Emerson.

Of his decision ta become an actar,
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the man whe speaks fluent German,
English, French and Yiddish says. "1
think 1 did the right thing.” He
expresses {ew regrets, saying. "l
would like 10 have started ecarlier as
an actor and worked in a language
closer to me. I haven't been able 1o

get classic parts in English bccnusc__

of my accent. That's how [t Is.”
Frieder counts several dozen
Broadway, off-Broadway and off-

off-Broadway shows in his long list'.
of acting credits as well as feature

roles in 12 movles, multiple TV ap-
pearances and a handful of stock
company runs and tours. He played

* Lear and Shylock In Shakespearean’

productions and Mr. Frank, to name
a few readily recognized roles. In

* musicals, he played Mr. Schultz in

“Cabaret,” the rabbi in “Fiddler”

and Crooked Fmger Jake In “Three

Penny Opera.”
In 1976, hls accent -wrkm m his
favor and won him a part as a Ger-

man immigrant taking an evening .

class in "The Primary English

Class.” The play by Isracl Horevilz

starred Diane Keaton as the teacher.
That was Frieder’s first acquain-
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Similarities
to character

By Cethie Buldonba:h
speclal writer

Danle! Kahn is 12 years old and
studying for his bar mitzvah. So is
Stanley Rosen, the character Kahn
plays in “A Rosen by Any Other
Name.” and’ the'similarities don’t
end with the coincidence of age and
rchglan

w"Stanley s a lot like me in his
whotc outlook,” says Kahn. “The
way he'is open and serious. If he
thinks something, he says it
Kahn, 2 sixth grader at Rocper
School, explains. “But Stantey's un-
like me, 100. He keeps more to him-
self, doesn't have a lot ‘of friends
and spends more time in the house
wlth his family.”

“A- Rosen by Any Other
‘Name,"at the Jewish Ensemble
Theatre is Kahn's acting debut, but
he has been singing and dancing in
Iront ol audiences for years. He is
the kind of forthright, natural per-
former who scems born to the foot-

“f lights and is not intimidated by an

audience.

His ‘mother, Marcia, jokes that
he was on stage in a prepatal state
because she .performed in dinner
theater when she was expecting
him. Love of theater is a Kahn:
family passton. Marcia belongs to

Daniel Kahn, 12, plays a12 year old studying for his bar.
mitzvah with a rabbi portrayed by Sol Frieder.

both the Birmingham Village Play-
ers and St. Dunstan's Guild® of
Cranbraok, and Daniel's father, Da-
vid. also belongs to St. Dunstan’s.

YOUNG KAHN cites two emo-
t:onally ' charged, - .physical
moments tn the play as especially
challenging. “The hardest part is
when ty father (Mr. Rosen) slaps
me. It hurt untit we worked it out,”
he says, reluctant to divulge partic-
ulars of how actors preserve the jl-
Jusion of a slap and ehmmale the
pain

in the play when his cousin Man-
0y, who suffers. from shell-shock,

“has a freaky dream, [ slap hlm
across the face to wake him up.”

Kabn, who plays Stanley In a re- -
freshingly natural, unstudied way,
admits that playing the part has in-
volved more than acting chal-
lenges.  Thé social sacrifices re
quired by auditions and rehearsals
{rankly bother him. “I mis my
very first dance for. the call-back
auditions .and missed a five-day
camping trip up North."

Much as he loves performing, he
is a realist and says of his future,
“I den’t want to be an acter. It’s too
risky economically. [ just want to
be h:pp, and be :ble lu support a
famlly.” .
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‘He is the kind of forthright, natural
performer who seems born to the:
footlights and is not intimidated by an
audience. His mother, Marcia, jokes
that he was on stage in a prenatal
state because she performed in'dinner

theater when she was expecting him.
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