- ‘Can of

Leglslature gears to tackle assisted suicide

By Tim Richard

clear “The Leglalature has a respon-
staff writer

slbllity, and I would hope they would
step out and meet it,” McNally sald.

Oakland prosecutor Richard-
Thompson charged Kevorklan in the
June 4 death of Janet Adkins, 54, an
Oregon “woman with an ndvanced
case of Al dk

DILLINGHAM'S Senate BUIl 1084
died in commiitee Dec. 1t when the
Leglslature adjourned. The blll
would have made assisting a suicide
a {elony punishable by up to four
years in prison and a fine of $2,000.

Dillingham can intreduce the bitl
next year, but he will no longer chalr
the Senatc Human Resources Com-
mitlee which handled it. He has been
elected assistant * majorily leader
and relinquished his chalrmanship.

He sces the bill as part of a pack-
age of measures, including the newly
passed “patient advocate” law. That
law allows a person to designate an-
other to make medleal treatment de-
clsions If the first "person bccnmu
Incnpncimed

A blll to prohiblt assisting suicldes
will get fresh altention in 1991 in the
‘wake of the Dr. Jack Kevorkian case
In Oakland County.

“It could develop to
said state Sen. Fred Dillingham, R-
Fowlerville, who spansored a blll in
the last session to makc asslsllng
suicides a felany: .

Because of the Kevnrklan and an-
other case, Dillingham and others
fear Michigan will becoine the “sul
cide capltal” of the natlon unless a
prohibitive law is passed.

DISTRICT JUDGE Gerald McNal-
ly on Dec. 12 threw out a first-de-
gree murder charge against Kevor-
klan, 62, Inventor of a machine that
allows a person to press a button and
Jnject lethal drugs into his own
‘bloodstréam.
mMcNally dismissed the charge af-

r a pré-trial éxam, saylng the legal
.nlauu 4t asssisting suleides is un-
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The House Judiciary Committee

also was working on Its own asslsied
_sulclde bill as the Legislature lld
Journed.

“¥e held a hearing on it. It opcncd
up a can af worms,” sald David
Welner, a commitlee staff lawyer.
*“There's no social consensus on it."”

THE SENATE pancl also held one
hearing on Dillingham’s bitl In Octo-

" ber, revealing it would be as contro-
verstal as the patient advocate mea-
sure.

Help agency stop child abuse

. Hc]p on weekdays Is especially need-

The Child Abuse. and Neglect
Council, County of Oakland Inc. is In
urgent need of volunteers with cleri-
cal skills. Typing or data’entry, fil-
Ing, copying, and assisting with mail-
Ings are among the Lasks that enable
us to continue our work to eliminate
and prevent child abuse and neglect.

- East Lansing. “It can be thelr safety
net.”
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“Asslsted suicide can be a gre:
help (o those who are crmcally lll .
sald cancer patient Ken Shaplro of

Dr. Charles Vear, of Physiclans
for Ethlcal Responsibility, said doc-
tors - shouldn't serve contradlctory
goals — healing bul then helylng ina
sulcide. N

Gas tax won’t

Mlchlgnn‘l transportation sys-
temn won't beneflt from the 5-cent-
a-gallon gas tax increase that went
into effect Dec. 1, state Transpor-
tation Director James P, Ptz said.

“Unless actlon {s taken by Con-
gress, the nickel won'l be buying
better highways or transit for at
least Lwo years or more," Pitz sald,
The federal motor fuel tax, part of
a tax package approved by Con-
gress last month, went up from 8 to
14 cents a gallen for gasollne and
from 15 to 20 cents for diesel fuel.:

help roads

Half of the estimated $5 billion a
year in new revenues will be depos-
ited In the feders) Highway Trust
Fund, but cannat be distributed to
the states for at least two years.
. The other half will help reduce the
federal defieit, Pitz said.

“This shatters the principles es-
tablished in.1956 that federal mo-
tor fuel taxes collected from high-
way users should be used only for
transportation. ‘improvements,”
Pitzsaid. °

The Associated Press contribut-
ed to this story.

l( you' have been concerned abnul
child abuse and did nat know how to
help. here are some opportunities,
Help us help the children. Call the
Child Abuse and Negleet Councl) at
332-7173.
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spualshiced hane, simde 1937

s fully cookcd and ready to serve.
¢ hickory-smoked for gourmet flavor,
" * hams always available.
+ order ahead to guarantee specific size.

Serve The
Traditional
Holiday Ham!
Available Onlv At

These Nine .
HonevBaked Ham Co.
Store: Locations
In Michigan

DITROIT
ROSEVILLL
[RRRTINPESEAN
TROY

[RESTGEERTEN]

HEIGH IS
1Y 2540600
TAYLOR
GBI ATE2600
RIRMINGHANM
JVE3 3400404
WIS HLOOMITELD
[RRRTIELY PR TANY
GRAND RAPIDS
1h16) V57,34 40

Luended Holtidas Houre
Monmdas - Sarurdas

Dee lln.l

A
b |




